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12 11 Ras; in Kindneſs accept of my Labours, Fee) 3. not like 
' the chattering Cranes, nor Momus Mates, that carp at every Thing. 
Wot the ſimpie ſay, I care not: What the ſpiteful ſpeak, I paſs not: 'Only 
2 Cenſus e Ca the Conceited, J fp unto : That 1s * Mark 1 aim at; 
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5 HE. famous F acts, O O Mars, deriv'd from thee, 
1 N weary Pen, and painful Author's Toil, 
2 ee we Fd fuch Feats or — L 


Enſigns here we find in Field iſplay'd, gt —_— 
he Trophies of thy Victories erected, i ee 
ch: Deeds of Arms as none could have alla d. n ae rn 
Hat Knights whoſe Courage, Fear hath nc'er ecke 4 
$25 Ladies fav'd, ſuch. Monffers- made to fall, - 5 
Such Giants ſain, ſuch hgllifh Furies qoell d; N 
That human Forces, few or one at all, eren 
5 4 J ſuch ding their Lives.could ſearcely Trop * 
— 9 8 up+theis. noble Minds. 
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the wonderful and flrange Birth of St. George of England: How he was cut out of his Arber 
1 Yes and 8 Holen fr om Z Nurſe, by Kay the Lady of the Woods : Her Love to him, and. | 
her Gifts : And how he inclos'd her in a Rock of Stone, and redcem'd fix Chriſtian Knights out of Priſea, 


 aa—s 


FTER the angry Greeks had ruined the chief City in Phrigia, and turn d Kiny " Priams's. 1 
glorious Buildings to a waſte and defolate Wilderneſs, Duke A neas exempted from his nas. 


dive Habitation, with many of his diſtreſſed Countrymen (like a Pilgrim) wandred thro' N. 
World, to find ſome happy Region, where they might ere& the Image of their ſubverted 
Trey: But before that Labour could be accompliſhed nas ended his Days in the Co | 

of Italy, and left his Son Aſcanius to govern in his Stead. Aſenmius dying, left Silvius to rule: Si- 1 

wins deceaſing, left the noble and adventurous Brutus; which Brutus (being the fourth Deſcent fraqy 

Eneas) firſt made Conqueſt of this Land of Britain, then: inhabited with Moaſters, Giants and a kind: 

of wild People without Government; but by Policy he overeame them, and eſtabliſti d good Law, # A 

where he Founded the firſt Fogyadation of newsTroy, and named it Troynovant, but ſince in Procpſa-of- 

Time call'd Londen.” Thas began the Ile of Brifain to flouriſh, not only with ſumptuous. 4 
but alſo with valiatt and Sage Knights, whoſe adventurous and bold danke e ey | 
ſhall deſcribe what Oblivion buried in N After this the Land. — 


x 
7 
be. 


gre kim ths Tide 5 8 ; — Me 
his Banner. Therefore Ca/iope thou ſacred 8 
the true Diſcourſe of this worthy Champion 2 5 2 
When Nature by true Conſanguinity had form'd . ha deed n 
conceived of 2 Dragon, which ſhould be the Cauſe of her Death i which Pream ih. BX; 
-+ 4p kept ſeerer, until her painful Burthen grew ſo , that her Womb was ſcarce abi 
finding an O nity to reveal it to her Lord | Huſband: being then Lord Highs 
England, A ed her Dream aſter this Manner: — — 
King of England's Daagbter, and for theſe N Years have r 
Yu ner was in Hope of Chats Gl ares, or that 
you by the: Plafure of your Ycuth,” and the dear 
Womb, that either. tits OE or ſome other Inſdirati 
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1 The Fambus HFSTORY of the We” 
1. be Melina r/o Troy, in Revinge thireeff, the Grecians turned tht Towers of Tom foto Nie 
Tt of Fire: fore, moſt dear and duell belitved Lotd, prevent the ite Danger, that I be tot the Mother 
T of a viperous Son. Theſe Words ſtruck ſuch à Terror to his Heart, that for a Time he ſtood ſpeech- 
y 3 but having recovered his loft Senſes, he-anſwer'd her in this Manner, 
My mef dear and beloved 52 what Art or Learning can perform; "with all convenient Speed ball be 
accompliſhed, for never all Reff take Poſſeſſion in my Heart, nor Sleep cloſe up the Cloſets of mine Eyes, till 
T under fland the Signifieation of theſe thy 1 Dreams. $0 leaving her in her Chamber, in Com- 
y of other Ladies that came to comfort zer in her melancholy Sadneſs, he took his Jou to 
the ſolitary Walks of Ka/yb, the wiſe Lady of the Woods, without any Company, except another 
Knight that bore under his Arm a white Lamb, which they intended to offer unto the Enchantreſs. 
So travelling for the Space of two Days, they came to a Thicket, beſet about with old withered 
- and hollow Trees wherein they were entertained with ſuch diſmal Croakings of night Ravens, 
hifling of Serpents, Bellowing of Bulls, and Roaring of Monſters, that it rather: ſeem'd a Wilder- 
-nefs of Furies than a Worldly Habitation ; by which they knew it to be the inchanted Vale of 
hb, the Lady of the Woods: So pacing to the Middle of the Thicket, they came to a Cave, 
7 whoſe Gate and Entry was of Iron, whereon hung a Brazen Horn for them to wind, that would 
We. with the Sorcereſs, Firſt offering their Lamb, with great Humility, before the Poſtern of the 
& Cave; then exempting all Fear, they winded the Brazen Horn, the Sound whereof ſeem'd to fhak 
te Foundation of the Earth: After which they heard a loud and hollow Voice that utter'd. theſe 
Words following: : 8 | | 


Sir Knight, from whence thou cam) return,” A Champion bold from thence ſpall ſpring, 
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| | . Typen haft a Som moſt firangely born; © And practice many a wondrous Thing: 
3 1 A Oragen that ball ſplit in Twain, Return therefore, make no Delay; 
_ *' Ty Lady's Womb with extream Pain: Far it is true what I bert ſay. | | 


. — 


4 * 


This dark Riddle, or myſtical Oracle, being thrice repeated in this Order, ſo much amaz d them, 
dat they food in Doubt whether it was beſt to return, or wind the brazen Hora the ſecond Time: 
dio being perſuaded by the other Knight not to move the Impatience of Xa/yzb, he reſted: fatisfied 
wien the Anſwer. , ce ce 
HR Thus he left the enchanted Cave to the Government of Kalyb, and, with all Speed, diſpatch'd 
Journey to bs native Habitation ; but in the mean time, his Lady being overcharg'd with ex- 
mem Pain and bitter Anguiſh of her labourſome Womb, was forc'd either to the Spoil of her In- 
Mut, or Decay of ber own Life : But regarding more the Benefit of her Cauntry, than her oun 
and ſor the Preſervation of her Child, ſhe meſt willingly committed her tender womb to 

that Her Infant might be taken forth alive. 6 rn, ee 
with the Conſent of many learned Chirurgeons, this moſt noble and magnanimous Lady 
into u deep fleep; her Womb cut up, with ſharp Razors, and the Infant taken from the 
his Creation. Upon his Breaſt Nature had pictured the lively Form of à Dragon, upon his 

t Hand a blood-red Croſs, and on his left Leg a golden Garter ; they nam'd him George, and 

d him three Nurſes, one to give Suck, another to keep him aſleep, and the third to provide 
Food. Not many Days after his Nativity, the Enchantreſs Xa/yb, being the utter Enemy of true 
ity, by Churms and Witchcrafts, ſtole this Infant from the careleſs Nurſes: At Which Time 
zu 100 late) her noble Lord and Huſband return'd, in good Hope to hear a joyful Delivery o 
zady, and Comfort of a Son; but his wiſhed Joy was turn d into an unlock ' d for Sorrow ſar 
not only his Lady diſmember'd of her Womb; but his young Son wanting, witbeut any 
} is Abode; Which woful Spectacle bereaved him of bis Wits, that-for-s. Tim be "Good 7 
4 1 like weeping Niobe, but at laſt broke into theſe bitter Exclamationns. * 
ona, why cover you net the Earth with ewerlaſting Night ? Why ann, Ft 
| +. EG, * : n, 


7 W 

. : * 

. 4 ; 
* - . 


»< 


- 
= 
. 


2 


21 50 
„e 
. _— . 
99 = 
. 


3 


* 
— | ny 
. 
” 
_ * 


9 


: 


J 


" . 


4 


f 


- 
% © 


* 
# 


" 
8 — 
Nn 


1 * « "+ vo i 
. N as "a . * 
= 


4 * 9 3 11 
0 N. 1 <> r* ” — 


['#, & 9 
1 . * * "A 1 | | 
_ *B + "VM > 


IS. | ado | 4 -  . "_ 
 - SEVEN-CHAMPIONS f CHRISFENDOM. $f 
Jun O1hat ben awer of Oenipus might end my Days, or ike enExile jay in Baki/hment, whine 1 may , 
my Sorrows 10 the ry that ſenſeleſs Trees may record my Loſs, end untamed Banff mee 

at my Want. What Monſter hath bercaved me of my Child © Or what Tyrant hath been glutted with this Tres 
?.O that the Wind would be a — 6 bring me to his happy Abade, if be be drexcht in the deepefi 

eas, thither will I dive to fetch him up : I be be hid in the Cawerns of the Earth, thither will 1 dig to fee 
Son ? Or if he be like a feather'd Fowl hovering in the Air, yet thither will I flie to embrace him that u. 
ben yer my Eyes beheld. But why do I thunder forth my Exclamations thus in vain, when neither Barth nor 
Se any thing in Earth nor Seas «will grant me Comfort for his Recovery, = 
Thus complained he many Months for the Loſs of his Son, and ſent Meſſengers into every Circuit c 
the Land, but no Man proved fo fortunate as to return him happy Tydings. He thus being fruſtrate of all 
four Hopes, ſtored himſelf with Jewels, and ſo intended to travel the wide World, either to ſpeed in his 


ourney, or leave his Bones in ſome foreign Region. Thus leaving his native Country, wandred from - , 
laceto Place, till the Hairs of his Head was grown as white as Silver, and his Beard like the Thiflle- 
down; but at laſt he ended his Travels in Bohemia, where what far Age and exceſſive Grief, he laid him 
down under a ruinated MonaſteryWall and died : The Commons of that Country having — his 
Name (by a Jewel he wore in his Boſom) engraved it in Marble-Stone right over his Sepulcher; wheraws 
leave him ſleeping in Peace, and turn to his Son remaining with Ka/yb, the Lady of the Woods, in the in- 
hanted Cave. | 2 1 * „ ene 
Now twice ſeven Years were fully finiſhed finee Xalyb firſt had in Keeping the Noble St. George of 
„gland, whoſe Mind many Times thirſted after honourable Adventures, and oſten attempted to fat hams © 
ſelf at Liberty; but the fell Enchantreſs tendring him as the Apple of her Eye. appointed twelve ſturdy; © 
Siatyrsto-attend his Perſon, ſo that neither Foree nor Policy could further Nis Intent. She kept" Him n. 
to triumph in his Tragedy, nor to ſpend his Days in Slavery, but ſeeding his Fancy with all Delights, that- — 
Art and Nature could afford: For him the fixed her chief Felicity, and luſted aſter his Beauty *Bur dp: (468. - ..” 
king to advance himſelf by martial Diſcipline and kniglitly Altem pts, uterly refaſed. her ane 27 
teſie, and highly diſdain d to affect ſo wicked a Creature. She ſeemg her Love beſtowed in van 
time being in a corner of the cave, to flatter bim in thus Manner... ft pat 
Thou tnowtff (my dear George) how worthily 1 have ſerved thy Love, and hui for thy Sake Rr ltiny: I 
Virginity unſlained, yet thou more cruel than the Tygers bred in Lybia, rie , Dear Knight, fü Dev += 
fires, and at thy Plaſure my Charms ſhall prafice wondrous Things, as #0 morue Heaven to Rai Shawertigft > 
Stones upon thine Enemics, to convert the Sun to Fire, the Moan ro Blood, or make Defalditian of the | PL. 
The noble Knight St. George confider'd in his Mind, chat love would makethe.wiſeſt blind;: 6." 
by theſe her fair Promiſes, he hoped to obtain Liberty, the which moved him to make hervhiodduſgs: 5 
Moft viſe and learned Kalyb, thou Wonder of the World, 1 condeſcend to al thy Defires, aon og thetÞ+- 
may be ſole protector and Governor ef this inchanted Cave, and that. theu deſcribe to me my Birth oiy Name ahi: 
Perentage : Thitherto ſhe willingly conſented, and her Diſcourſe in this Manner, Thev ar yon th 
(faid ſhe) Sem ro the Lord Albert, High Steward of England; and from thy Birth to this Day; lu 1 Maes, 
_ «\myChildinthe/e ſolitary Words: So taking him by. the Hand, the led him intoa brauen Caitle,: whargyy "mal 
remained, esPriſoners, fix ofthe braveſt Knights in the World: The are, ſaid ſhe, fix warriy, D ⁰,l4ůðꝰMãß. "i 


* 


Cbriſendm ; The firſt is St. Pengis of France, the /econd St James e Spain, the bird dt. Anthony of Italy. u 
fourth St Avro: of Scotland, L. 5 Sh Sorin keland, 4. th St. David of Wales; e 
Barn to be the ſeventh, thy Name bring St George of gn, fn fo thou ſpat be temmod in time to'came. Nhe 
l the e. r Go 
hat ever Eye Beheld. Six of theje{ſhid ſhe) belong to the fx Champions, and thi N e 
Wot wwboſe N Bayard Aae ſhe led him to hes Room, where hung the tiche Anvour e 
eld: e An, ſtrongeſt Corſlet from her Armory, ſhe, with her own Hatids; back de 
Past his Breaft, laced on his Helmet, and attired him lwith a rich Capariſon : Then fetching;fobthi 4 Hs | 
Faulekion,ſhe put it bkewiſe in his Hand. Now (ſaid ſhe)art thou ara in cicherf tart Ten d po 1 
r + FELINE | EN, ADS „ 
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"6s . Fans HISTORY of the 
' the firſt Monarch of the World : Thy Steed is of fuch Force and invinciblePower, that whi 


umu. es the Departure 


| 0 } her cries, whereby the very Stones ſeem'd to relent, and as it were wept pearled Tears, and ſweat with An- 


* One: d the Mountains of Egypt, or the Flies upon the Parched Hills, where the — 4. op Moors do inha- 
. 1 L my , 
©  magick ſpells, for they hade bonnd me in this hollow Rock : Pale be the Brightne/s of the clear Sun, and cover 


Thus this noble Knight deceived the wicked Enehantreſs Kalyb, and ſet the other fix Champions like- 


| Grove; whoſe Proceedings, fortunes, and Heroical Adventures ſhall be ſhewed in the Chapters following. 
Kalyb'; Lamentation in the Rock of Stone, her Will and Teſtament, and how ſbe wnas torn in Pieces by Spi- 


which ſhe utter d in this Manner: O miſerable Kalyb ſ acenrſed be thy Defliny ; for now thou art encloſed 

= within a deſolate and darkſome Den, where neither Sun can lend thee Comfort with bis bright Beams, nor Air 
; Encloſed, | that baſt been the wonder of Time for Magick : Tthat by Art bave made my Journty to the deepeſt 

* N of Hell, where Multitudes of black and fearful Spirits bave trembled at my Charms: I that baue 


Falſhood and Treachery of the Engliſb Knight, ſometimes tearing her curled Locks of briſtled Hair, that 
Hike a Wreath of Snakes hung — down her deformed Neck; then beating her Breaſt, another while 
e ſe 


was this Enchantreſs Ka/yb, but being fruſtrate of all Hopes of Recovery, ſhe began ¶ ain to thunder forth . 
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N thou art mounted * 
on bis Back, there can be no Knight in all the World ſo hardy as to conguer tber: Thy Armour is of the Pureft 


Lydian Steel, that neither Weapon can pierce, nor Battle-axt bruiſe : Thy Sword which is call Aſcalon, Q 

is made by the Cyclops, that it will ſeparate and cut the hardieft flint, and beau aſunder the flirongeft Steel ; for be 
inthe Punmel lies ſuch precicut I irtue, that neither Treaſon, Witchcraft," nor any other Violence can be fr d 2 
thee ſo long as thou wweareſt it. * Ot aFg, 4 Fi 
Thus the luſtful K2/zb was ſo blinded in her own Conceit, that ſhe not only beftow'd the richeſt of her ic 
Cave upon him, but gave him Power and Authority, thro' a filver Wand which the put in his Haghy to * 
work her own Deſtruction; far coming by a huge tRock of Stone, this valiant Knight ſtruck his Char- Sh 
ming Rod thereon, whereupon it open'd and ſhew'd apparently before his Eyes a Number of ſuckiagBabes, Le 
which the Enchantreſs had murder d by her Witchcraft and Sorceries, O (ſaid ſhe) this is a Plate of Horror ha 
_ vbere nought is heard but Screeks and ruful Groans of dead Men's Souls: but if thy Ears can endure to hear AM 

.” them, and thine Eyes behold them, Iauill lead the Way. So the Lady of the Woods boldly ſtepping in before dr. 
little doubting the Policy of Se. George, was deceived in her own Practices; for no ſooner enter'd ſhe the _ 


Rock, but he ſtruck his filver Wand thereon, and immediately it clos'd where ſhe bellow'd forth Exclama- 
tions to the ſenſleſs Stones, without any Hope of Delivery. 


wiſeat Liberty, who rendred him all knightly Courteſies, and gave him Thanks for their ſafe Delivery 
So ſtoring themſelves with all things fitting to their Deſires, took their Journeys from their inchant 


CHAT. i 


rits : With other Things that happen d in the Cave. | | 
of the ſeven worthy Champions Ka4b ſeeing herſelf faſt enclos'd in the rock 
into ſuch extreame Paſſion of Mind, that ſhe cur- 


of Stone, by the Policy of the Eng; Knight, grew 
the Hour of her Creation, and bitterly bany'd all Motions of Conjuration ; the Earth ſhe weary'd with 


guiſh of her Grief; the blaſted Oaks that grew about the enchanted Rock, likewiſe ſeem'd to rue at her Ex- 
clamations ; the Bluſtering of Winds were filent ; the Murmurings of Birds and ſolitary Dumbneſs took 
Poſſeſſion of every Creature that abode within the Circuits of the Woods, to hear her woful Lamentations, 


ing Coolneſs to thy woful Body ; for in the deep Foundations of the Earth, thou art for evermore 


the Furies up in Beds of Steel, and cauſed them to attend my pleaſure like Swarms of Hornets, that over- 


lit, am now confirained to languiſh in eternal Darkneſs : Wo to "7 Soul, aus to and vu to all my 
the Earth with everla/ling daringſr: S ties turn to Pitch, Elements to a flaming Fire, roar Hell, Earth, 
fevell Seas, blaft Earth, Rocks rend in Twain, all Creatures mcarn at my Con fu ſian, and ſigh Kalyb's woful 
and pitiful Exclamations. | x AX"! e 18 

Thus wearied ſhe the Time away, one while accuſing Fortune of Tyranny, another while blaming the 


rending her ornaments, whereby em'd more like a Fury, than an earthly Cre ; ſo impatient 


theſe Terms of Conjuration ; Come, come you Princes of the Elements, come, come, and tear this Rock in * 
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SEVEN CHAMPIONS f CHRISTENDOM. \ 7 
and let me not be enclos'd in this eternal Languiſhment : Appear you ſhadows of black nifty Night:” Maggot, 
Cumoth, Helveza, Zontomo : Come when I call, Venite, Feſtinate, inquam. At wha ts che 28 1 

an to quake, and the very Elements trembled, and all the Spirits, both of Air, of Barth, of Water, 
and of Fire were obedient to ber Charms, and by Multitudes came flocking at her Call; ſome from the \. * 
Fire in the Likeneſs of burning Dragons, breathing from their fearful Noſtrils Sulphur and flaming Brim- 
ſtone ; ſome from the Water in Shape of Fiſhes, with other deformed Creatures, that have their Abiding 
in tha eas; ſome from the Air, the pureſt of the Elements, in the Likeneſs of Spirits, and other bright 
Shadows, and ſome others from the groſs Earth, moit ugly, black and dreadful to behold. So when theſe 
Legions of Spirits had encompaſs'd the Wicked Enchantreſs, Hell to roar ſuch an infernal ani 
harſh Melody, that the enchanted Rock burſt in Twain, and then Kalyb's Charms loſt their Effect, her 
Magick no longer endur'd than the Term of an hundred Years, the which, then was fully finiſhed and 
brought to an End Then the Obligation which ſhe ſubſcribed with her own dear Blood, and ſealed ie 
with her own Hands, brought as a Witneſs againſt her, by which ſhe knew and fully perſwaded Her, 
that her Life-was fully finiſhed :- Therefore in this moſt fearful Manner ſhe began to make her laſt Way” 
and Teſtament. . . A | | * 1 5 * 

Firſt, aveltome (ſaid ſhe) any ſad Executors, aue lcomamy Grave and everlaſting Tomb, for you have digga“ 

in the fiery Lakes of Phlegeton, my Winding-/heet, nuberein to ſbrowd both my Body and condemn'd Soul, iu 1 
Cauldron of boiling Lead and Brimſione, and the Worms that ſhall conſume my Carcaſi, are fiery Forks which t 
burning Fire- brands from Place to Place, from Furnace to Furnace, and from Cauldron to Cauldron ; therefore” 
attend to Kalyb's woful Teftament, and engrave the Legacy ſhe gives in braſi Rolls, upon the burning ban. © * 

of Acheron. ) | W 
put, Theſe Eyes that now too late weep hapleſiTrars I give to the watry Spirits ; for they baus auracli bl 
Treaſures hidden in the deepeft Seas, to ſatisfie their moſt unſatiable Looks. Next I begueath theſe Handi which >» 
did ſubſcribe the bloody Obligation of my perpetual Banifhment from Joy, unto thoſe Spirits that hover. i *:44Þ 
Air: My Tongue that did conſpire againſt the Majeſty of Heaven, I give to thoſe Spirits which have they . 
Being in the Fire. My earthly Heart I bequeath to thoſe groſs Demons that dwell in the Dungeon "Y, the B 
and the Refi of my condemn'd Body, to the Torments due to my Deſervings. Which ſtrange and fearful Te- a 
ſtament, being no ſooner ended, but all the Spirits in general at one Inſtant, ſeized upon the Enchancrefs, 
and diſmembred her Body in a thoaſand Pieces, and divided her Limbs to the four Elements, one Mem 
ber to the Air, another to the Water, another to the Fire, and another to the Earth; which were cartied*- 7 
away in a Moment by the Spirits, that departed in ſuch a Horror, that all Things within the Heating 
thereof ſuddenly died, both Beafts, Birds and all creeping Worms which remained in the Compatſs.of . _ > 
thoſe enchanted Woods; the Trees which before were wont to flouriſh, with green Leaves; f a- - - 
way and died, the Blades of Graſs periſh'd for want of natural Moiſture, which the watry Claw Tax 
to nouriſh in ſo wicked a Place. 2 5 

Thus by the Judgment of Heaven, ſenſeleſs Things periſh'd for the Wickedneſs of Rah Whom ans 
leave to her eudleſs Torments, and return to the ſeven worthy Champions of Chriſfendim,  whaie lag. 
dable Adventures Fame hath enrolled in the Books of Memory. FFF 
SS CHAR I, | Vl 
How St. George flew the burning Dragon in Egypt, and redeem'd Sabra the King's Du ber frm Death: —_— 

How: he was betrazed by Almidor the black King of Morocco, and ſent to the Soldan ea, where le 

eue Lyons; and remain d ſeven Year's in Priſon. | 575m ANSETT: 
| A Fter the Seven Champions d from che Enchanted Cave of Kalyb; they made; their Abode in 
Kode City of Coventry for the Space of nins months, in which Time they erected u Fey Monte _ + 
ment over the Tomb of St. George's Mother; and ſo in that time of the Year, ben the Sprivg had ovess_ - = 
pre ad the Earth with the Mantles of Flora, they armed themſelves like wand ring R Hg, aii went +. 
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tet for foreign Adventures, accounting no diſhonour ſo great, as to ſpend their Days ii abe 
ing no memorable Accident. So travelling for che Space of thirty Days without ang venture wort: 1] 
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an have her to lis Wife, and the Crown of 


* + - Sindſelf, gave the Dragon ſuch a Thruſt with his Spem, that it ſhivered in a thouſand Pieces; whereat 


_— 
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Ge ling, at Length they came to a broad Plain, whereon ſtood a brazen Pillar, where ſeven ſeveral 
Ways met, which cauſed the ſeven Knights to forſake each others Company, and to take every one 
4 contrary Way where we leave ſix of the Champions to their contented Travels, and wholly dif- 
eourſe upon the fortunate Succeſs of our worthy Engk Knight, who after ſome few Months Tra- 
vel, happily arriv'd within the Territories of Apt, which Country as then was greatly _ with 
dangerous D : But before he had journeyed fully within the Diſtance of a Mile, filent 
Night opprrach's, and ſolitary Stilneſs took Poſſeſſion of all living Things: At laſt he eſpied an 
old poor Hermitage, wherein he purpoſed to reſt his Horſe, and take Repaſt after his weary Jour- 
ney, till the Sun had renewed his morning Light, that he might fall to his Travel again: But en- 
tering the Cottage, he found an aged Hermit overworn with Years, and almoſt conſumed with Grief, 
with whom in this manner he began to confer, 


„ * Father (did he) for /o you rem yeor Gnoviey, xy « Traveller for thi; Night ove Extorteinnnd 
\' a may take my n without Danger The old Man ſtarting at the ſudden Approach of St. 


ben your Cottage, not only for himſelf, but for his Horſe ? Or is there ſome 


George,” replied to him in this Order, | 
Ser Knight (quoth he) of thy Country I need not demand, for I know it by thy Bargonet, (for indeed 
thereon aut graven the Arms of England) but 1 ſorrow for thy hard Fortune, that it is thy Defiiny to are 
mer iz thi: exr Country of Egypt, wherein is not left alive to bury the Dead; ſuch is the Diſtreſs of this 
"Land, through a dangerous and terrible Dragon, now ranging up and down the Country, which if he be not 
ru Day. appraſed with the Body of a true Virgin, which he devoureth down his wenomous Bowels, that 
Day fo neg/eted, will he breath ſuch a ſtink from his Noſtrils, whereof grows a moſt grievous Plague and 
"Mortality of all Things, which Uſe hath been ober d for theſe four and twenty Tears; and now there is 
wot loft one trae Virgin but the King's Daughter throughout ; which Damſel, to-morrow, muſt be 


| \ an in Sacrifice to the Dragon: Therefore the King bath made Proclamation, that if any _ 


t after bis Deceaſe, 


Ware prove ſa adventurous to combat with the Dragon, and preſerve his Daughter's Life, be Hall in 
12 that he vow'd either to redeem the King's 


- - "This large Proffer ſo encouraged the Engl; 


Daughter orelſe to loſe his Life in that honourable Enterprize. So takin, — ang wightly 
Reit in the old Man's Hermitage, ill he chearful Cock being the true Melinger of Day e him 
Waming of the Sun's Upriſe, which cauſed him to buckle on his Armour, and to furniſh his Steed 


wich ſtrong Habiliments of War; the which being done, he took his Journey, guided only by the 


_ "= Hermit, to the Valley where the King's Daughter ſhould be offered up in Sacrifice : But when he ap- 
F-  .proach'd the Sight of the Valley, he eſpied afar off a moſt fair and beautiful Damſel, attir'd in pure 


alias Silk going to Sacrifige, ed to the Place of Death only by ſage and modeſt Matrons : 


| * 3 - -which woful Sight encourag'd the Ezgi/o Knight to ſuch a Forwardneſs that he thought en Minate 
2 Day till he had redeem'd the Damſel from the Dragon's Tyranny : So approaching the Lady, he 


gave her Comfort of Delivery, and returned her back to her Father's Palace again. 5 
Aſter this the noble Knight like a bold and adventurous Champion, enter d the Valley where the 


if Dragon had his Reſidence, who no ſooner had a Sight of him, but he gave fuch a terrible Pale, as 
it it had thunder'd in the Elements. The Bigneſs of the Dragon was fearful to behold; for betwixt 
ut 


bis Shoulders and his Tail were fifty Feet in Dillance, his Scales glitter d as bright as Silver, 
war more hard than Braſs, his Belly of the Colour of Gold, but bigger than a Tun. | 

he from his hideons Den, and fo fiercely aſſailed the ſturdy Champion with his burning Wings, that 
at the firſt Encounter he had almoſt felled him to the Ground; but the Knight nimbly recovering 


= © he furious Dragon ſo fiercely ſmote him with his venomous Tail, that down fell Man and Horſe, in 
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 awhich'Falltwo of St. George's Ribs were ſore bruiſed ; but yet ſtepping backward, it was his Chang 
0 leap under an Orange-tree, which Tree had ſuch precious Virtue, that no venomous. Worm 
Wurſt come within the Compaſs of the Branches, nor within ſeren Foot thereof; where. this 
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Victory, then with his good Sword Aſcalan cut off the 


an Orange into his Mouth; the Virtue whereof preſently expelled the venomous Poiſon, and reco- 5 1 


— . | =» 


SEVEN CHAMPIONS of CHRISTENDOM. © „ 
valiant Knight reſted himſelf until he had fecovered his former Strength; who no ſooner feeling his 
Spirits — but Rk an eager Courage ſmote the burning Dragon under his yellow burniſh'd 
Belly with his truſty Sword- 4/ca/on, whereout came Abun of ugly black Venom, that it 
ſprinkled upon the Champion's Armoar, whereby — thro' the impoiſoned Strength of the 
Venom, his Armour burſt in Twain, and the good Knight fell into ſo grievous a dead Swoon, that 
for a Time he lay breathleſs ; But yet having that good Memory remaining, he tumbled under the 
Branches of the Orange-Tree, in which Place while under, the Dragon could not offer him any far- | 
ther Violence, | X 
The Fruit of the Tree being of ſuch an excellent Virtue, that whoſoever taſted thereof, ſhould 
preſently be cur'd of all manner of Diſeaſes and Infirmities whatſoever. So it was the noble 
Champion's good and happy Fortune, to recover a little by the Virtue of the Tree, and eſpying an 
Orange, which à little before dropped down, wherewith he ſo refreſh'd himſelf, that he was, in @ 
ſhort Time, as freſh as when he began the Encounter, Then he kneel'd down and made his divine 
Supplication to Heaven, that God would ſend him (for his dear Son's Sake) ſuch Strength and Agi- 
lity of Body, as to ſlay this furious and terrible Monſter : Which being done, with a bold 
ous Heart he ſmote the Dragon under the Wing, where it was tender without Scale, whereby 


— 
. 


ood Sword A/calen, with an eaſy Paſſage went to the very Hilt, through both the 's 
wer, Bone and Blood, whereogt iſſued ſuch Abundance of purple Gore, that it turn'd the | 
which grew in the Valley, into crimſon Colour, and the Ground which was before parched thro” 
the burning Stench of the Dragon, was now drench'd with overmuch Moiſture proceeding from hs 
venomous Bowels; where at laſt through Want of Blood, and long Continuance in Fight, the Dra=,, -- 
gon yielded his vital Spirits to the Force of the conquering Champion. The which being perform- . -» 
ed, the noble Knight St. George of England, firſt yielding due Honour to Almighty God for the: ; 
, Saab Head, and pitch'd it * 4 

Truncheon of his Spear, which at the Beginning of the Battle he ſhiver'd againſt the ' of 
ſcaly Back. Duting this long and dangerous Combat, his truſty Steed lay altogether in a. Won 


Fd 


without any Motion, which cauſed the Fuel Champion, with all Speed, to ſqueeze the Juice: f 


ver d his former Strength again. : | +. 
There was then remaining in the Z-yptian Court one Adprider, the black King of Morocco, whao-; 
long had proſecuted (in the Way of Marriage) the Love of Sabra, the King's Daughter, but ngithex .: _ 
by Policy, Means nor Manhood could he accompliſh what his, Heart defir'd ; and now finding Ig : 
Opportunity to exerciſe his treacherous Mind, intended to rob and ſpoil St. George of his Vito * 
whereby, he thought to obtain the gracious Favour and good-liking of his Lady and Miſtreſs, who. ; -» 
loathed his Company like the deteſted Crocodiles ; even as the Wolf, tho' all in vain, barks at che 
Moon, ſo this fantaſtical and cowardly Almidor, through many Gifts and fair Promiſes, hired twelve 
Agyptian Knights to'befer the Valley where St. George flew the burning Dragon, and by Forgg de- 
prive him of his Conqueſt: So that when this magnanimous Champion of Exgland came; ding in 


* 
o 


Triumph from the Valley, expecting to have been entertain'd like a Conquergr with Nryms an! 
Trumpets, or to have beard the Beis of Egypt ring a joyful Sound of Victory; or to have een the 
Streets beautified with - Botiefires ; contrary to his Expectation, he. was met with Trop M Arme 7 
Kvights, not to conduct him peaceably to the gyßtian Court, but by Falſhoed and Teach e 
deſpoil him of his Life and Honogr : For no ſooner had he ridden paſt the Entry of he Valley, 89 | 
he; eſpied kow the AÆgyytian Knights brandifhed their Weapons, and divided themſelves to int 75 
him in his Journey to the Court, by which he knew them to be no truffy Friends but vowed Eöe- 
mies. 80 Junk, his Horſe to a Hawthorn Tree, he tried his Fortune on Foot: for fear o 2 | 
tage, they being twelve to ane. In this Skirmiſh St. George ſo valiantly behaved | himfelfygvith. his 
Sword 4{calpn, that at one Stroke he flew three of the Fgyptian Knights.» and before woe 5 
e ed de Zovhach the Compaſe of un Hour, de he g oh their. Han 2 £ 
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chkir Limbs lopt off, Tome their Bodies cut in Twain, and ſome their Entrails trailing down ; ſo that 
naue was Teft alive to carry News to A/mider the black King, which ſtood (during all the Time 

of the Skirmiſh) afar oF upon a Mountain-top, to behold the Succeſs of his hired Champions. But 
8 when he ſaw the ęyptians bloody Tragedies, and how the happy Fortune of the E-g/ Knight 
had won the Honour of the Day, he accurſed his Deſtiny, and accuſed the Queen of Chance with 
Crvelte, for diſappointing his intended Enterprize : But having a Heart ſtill filled with all wicked 
Motions, ſecretly vowed in his Soul, to practiſe by ſome other Treachery, $t George's utter Conf ſi - 
en; So running before to the Court of King Ptolemy, not revealing what had happen'd to the twelve 
Eert/ien Knights, but crying Yi2oria, Viftoria, The Enemy of Ezypt is ſlain. Then Ptolemy imme- 
diately commauded every Street of the, City to be hung wirh rich Arras and embroider'd Tapeſtry, 
and likewiſe provided a ſumptuous Chariot of Gold, the Wheels and other Timber work of the 
a= wo des Covering thereof of pure Silk, croſs-barred with pure Bars of Gold; likewiſe an 
undred'of the nobleſt Peers of Zgypt attired in crimſon Velvet, mounted on Milk-white Courſers - 
with rich Capariſons, attended the Coming of St. George. Thus were all appointed for this honou- 
rable Entertainment, which they perform'd in ſuch ſolemn Order, that I lack Eloquence to deſcribe + 
it: For when he firſt enter'd the Gates of the City, he heard ſuch a melodious Harmony of heaven- 
9. ſounding Muſick, that it ſeem'd, in his Conceit to ſurpaſs in Sweetneſs all that ever he had heard - 
before. Then they moſt royally preſented him with a ſumptuous and goſtly Ball of Gold, and after 
=. inveſted him in the Ebony Chariot, wherein he was conveyed to the Palace of King Ptolomy ;' where 
= this noble and princely minded Champion, delivered up his Conqueſt and Victory into the Hands of 
8 the beauteous Sabre ; where ſhe with like Courtefie and more Humility requited his Bounty: For 
at the firſt Sight of the Eng/ib Knight, ſhe was ſo raviſh'd with his princely Countenance, that 
for a Time ſhe was not able to ſpeak: Yet at laſt taking him by the Hand, ſhe led him to a rich 
Pavillion, where ſhe unarmed him, and with moſt precious Salves embalmed his Wounds, and with 
Fer Tears wiſhed away the Blood: Which being done, ſhe furniſhed a Table with all Manner of 
—_ DPelicacies for his Repaſt, where her Father was preſent, who enquired of his Country, Parentage 
_— and Name : After the Banquet was ended, he enſtalled him with the Honour of Knighthood, and 
pat upon his Feet a Pair of Golden Spurs. But Sabra who fed upon the Banquet of his Loves 
=. conducted him to his Night's Repoſe, where ſhe ſat upon his Bed, and warbled forth a moſt hea- 
very Melody upon her Lute till his Senſ® were overcome with a ſweet and filent Sleep, where ſne 
les bim for that Night, after his late dangerous Battle. No ſooner did Aurora's radiant Bluſh diſplay 
me Beauty of the Eaſt, and the Sun ſhew his Morning Countenance, but Sabra repaired to the Eng- 

7 4% Chan pn Lodging, and at his firſt Upriſing 2 him with a Diamond of moſt rare and. 
erxxellent-Virtue, the which he wore upon his Finger. The next that enter d his Lodging, was the 
treacherdus Alnidor, the black K ing of Morocco, having in his Hand a Bowl of Greekiſh Wine, which 

heoffer'd to the noble Champion St. George of England, but at the Receit thereof, the Diamond 

the gave bim, (which he wore upon his Finger) waxed pale, and from bie Noſe fell three 
Drop of Blood, Whereat he ſtarted, which ſudden Accident cauſed the King's Daughter to ſuf) 
& ſome ſecret Poiſon compounded in the Wine, and thereupon ſo vehemently {cretked, that a fad- 
de Uproar preſently overſpread the whole Court, whereby it came to the King's Intelligence of 
da proffered Treachery of Almi aur againſt the Engli Champion: But ſo dear Was the Love of the 
pbiias King to che black King of Morocco, that no Belief of Treachery could enter into his Mind. 

Thus A/mider- the ſecond Time was prevented of his evil Practice, whereat in Mind he grew more 
= enraged than a chaſed Boar, yet thinking the third ſhould pay for all; he expected 4 Time wherein 
work his wicked Purpoſe, which he brought to paſs in this Manner. 
| Many a Day remained St. George in the Egyptian Court, ſometimes revelling among Gentlemen, 
& - daring and ſporting with Ladies, other Times with Tilts and Tournaments, with hangmable Exer- - 
die: hkewiſe long and extream was the Love that beauteous Sabra bore to the Enghſ Champion. G. 
þ 2 8 2 W 8 2 | A "BS +. * 8 : 1 
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Bis Ears were- Witneſſes of their Diſcourſes. So upon an Evening, when the gorgeous Sun- lay 2 5 
with the Ground, it was bis. Chance to wander under a Garden-wall to take the den Kr a g 
Evening's Air, where unſeen of the two Lovers, he heard their.amorous Dien, as they fat” vin 
under a Bower of Roſes, mri. bo another in this manner, 

My Soul's Delight, my Heart's chief Comfort, feet George of England (aid the Love-fick Sabre) 
«vby art thou more obdurate than the Flint, whom the Tears of my true Heart can never mollify : How 
thouſand Sighs have 1 breathed for thy Sake, which I have ſent thee as true Meſſengers of my Lowe, t 
never woul7f thou requite me with a ſmiling Countenance : Refuſe not her, dear Lerd of England, that * 
for thy Love will forſake Parents, Country and Inheritance, which is the Crown of Egypt. and tte 2 

Pilgrim follow thee throughout the wide World: O therefore Knit that guardian Knot of Wedloch, that: 
none but Death tan afterwards untie, that 1 may then ſay, the Sun Hall laſe bis Brightneſs, the Moon her © 
reſplendent Beans, the Sea her 1 if 1 "the Heireſs of Egypt. prove uncenſtant to the 22 G n 
of England. Y 
That Words fo fir'd* e. Champion s Heart, that he was almoſt entangled in dhe Soares of 
Love, which before only ed martial Diſciplin®: He yet to try her Patience a little more, made 
her this Anſwer: Lily of Egypt, canſt thou not be content, that I have ventured my Life 10 free thee 
from Diath, but alſo. Aus 1 ſhould link my Fortune in a Woman's Lap, and fo bury all my Honours in 
Oblivion ? Ni, no Sabra, George of England is a Knight born in a Country where true Chivalry '> i 
nouriſt, and hath favorn to ſearch the World, fo far as ever the Lamp of Heaven doth lend bis Light, 
before he ties himſelf in the troubliſome State of Marriage; ; therefore tempt me no more that ami firange 
and a Wandergr from Place to Place; but ſeek to aim at higher fates, as the King of Morocco, he . .- 
«vill attempt to climb to Heaven 10 gain thy Love, and good Liking : At which Speeches he” ſock. 
den! replied in this Manner, ä 

The King of Mdrocco is as bloody minded as a Serpent, but thou more gentle than 4 Lamb, bis nr 
as ominous as the ſcreechin: Nigbi- Oæul, but thine mbre faveet than the Morning-Lark, ' bis tind"Embrates «/ 
lde the flinging Snakes, but thine more pleaſant than the creeping Vine. I bat if * a r | [ 

ftrange Country. thy Body is more precious to' my Eyes, than Kitzdims to my Heart. 

There fland (Replied the Eng/i/5 Champion) I am a Chriftian, thou a Pagan; I hotiour Coli mig. © 
wen, then earthly Shadows here beſoww : Therefore if thou wilt obtaiu my Love and | iking, ch mi, = 
Jake thy Mahomet, and be chriflentd in aur Chriſtian Faith: With all my Soul (anſwer d the < Eon 
Lady) I will forfake my Country Gods, an o x Love becume a Chriftian : And therewithal- 
a Ring in Twain, the one Half the gave in en 6F nnn r fs 
ſelf; and ſo for that Iime depatted the Garden. a * 

During all the Time of their Diſcourſes, the treacherous minded A/mider ſtood - li ning 10 1a 
Speeches, and fretted inwardly; to the Gall, to hear the Miſtreſs of Bs Heart reject his 
Courteſies: Therefore intending now or never to jnfringe their plighted Hands, * in all 1 
to the ęyptian King, and in this Manner made his Supplication. 

io great Monarch of the Eaſt, that I have a Seeret to unfold, wwhith 5 Ze, e 2 
of your Country. It was my Chance this Evening at the ſhutting up of Titan's "Gates; i. 
the Compert of the Weftern-breathing Air under you dl we” Garden Walk, previ. ; e une Y 
a deep pretended Treaſon between your Daughter aud thi En gliſh Knight ; for fe han de to forfattb 
her Gods, and believe as Chriſtians do; 22 He intendt to flie from this her W . 7 

N oa this watddring Traveller who hath been ſo much honour'd in your Court: > © 1 IMs 

. Now by Mahomet and all our Country Gods, we Egyptians commonly os (Gd-the Kit: FS: 
* dans Chriſtian ball not gain the ft of my Daughter's Love, for be ſbi e vel n + ; 
e Court, bit by Violence elfewbere. Therefore Almidor b ſerret 25 Intent; for 4 3 
fer fry , the Perſian Soldan, from whence-he ſhall never return yon Joy an, erk. 
_— 2 2 his * . ered in rw re? ANN 00009 — 28 e 
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The Letter to the Soldan of Perfia.. * 
Jin "PIR King of Egypt, and the Eaftern Territories, ſend greeting to thee hs apts 


= F 


great Emperor of the Province of bigger Aſia. This is 45 8 ue 71. 
twixt us, to ſhew the Bearer hereof, thy Servant Death, for he is an EE Afia = Ae | 
and a proud Contemner of our Religion. 7 ä fail not in my Requeſt, as 22 wilt anſwer on thy 


Oath, = Jo in Haſte farewel. 
Thy Kinſman Prolomy King of Egypt. 
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W Hich Letter being no ſooner ſubſeribed and ſealed with — great Seal of Egypt, — St. George 
was diſpatched with an Embaſſage for Perfia, with the bloody Sentence of his own Deſtructi- 


4 
f 
don, to the true Delivery whereof, he was ſworn y the Honour of his Knighthood, and or his Pawn 1 
be left behind him his good Steed Bayard, and his truſty Sword Aſcalon, in the Keeping of /to/omy the 
Egyptian King, only taking for his- Purvoy and eaſy Travel, one of the King's Horſas. þ 
Thus the innocent Lamb, betrayed by the wily Fox, was ſent to the hunger-ſtarv'd Lion's Den, C 
being ſuffer d not once to give his Lady and Miſtreſs Underſtanding of his ſudden Departure, but 0 
tae Day and Night through many ſolitary Wilderneſles, wr. — any Adventure worthy the P 
ing, only y. hearing the diſmal Cry of N Night- Ravens thundering i in his Ears, and the fearful Sound th 
of Beer Owls in the Crevices of the Earth, and ſuch like Meſſengers of Miſchance, which fore- C 
told ſome fatal Accident to be at Hand: Yet no Fear could daunt his noble Mind, nor Danger hin- 
| pre * 1 Travel, till he had Sight of the Soldan's Palace, which ſeem'd more like Paradiſe, L 
1. Habitation; for, as the Hiſtory reports, the Walls and Towers of the Palace were M 


le Stone, the Windows of carved Silver-work, enamelled with Indian Pearl, beſet di 

= 5 2 and Chriſtal Glaſs; the outward Walls and Buildings painted with Gold, the Pillars H 
d Gates were all of Braſs: About the Palace was a River of a Sn Breadth and Depth, over the 'M 1a 
1 ſtood a ſtately Bridge, erected with ſumptuous Workmanſhip of graven Images; under the fe 
ridge a hundred Silver Bells were hung by Art ſo that no Creature might paſs into the Palace, but th 
chey gave Warnigg to the Soldan's Guard. At the End of the Bridge — built an Alabaſter Tower, be 
wWereon ſtood an Eagle of Gold, his Eyes like the richeſt precious Stones, the Brightneſs -whereof I 

1 glittered ſo much, that all the Palace did ſhine with the Light thereof. of 
The Day that St. George entered the Soldan's Court, was when then the P ſolemnly ſacri- Hi 

ficed to. their Gods, Mahomet and Apollo, which ancheifan Proceſſion ſo move T3, Impatience of he 

'. the Exel Champion, that he took the Enſigus and Streamers, whereon they Perfiax Gods were the 
_— Rae! and trampled them under his Feet: Whereupon the P preſently to the Soldan for to 
= uccour, and ſhewed him how a ſtrange Knight — deſpiſed p. Mahomet, and trampled. their Na 
Banners in the Duſt. Hereupon he ſent an hundred of of arm'd Knights to know the Cauſe of that / Tit 

— Uproar, and to bring the Chriſtian Champion bound to his Majeſty; but the , Per fan Knights .. 

were d with ſach a bloody Banquet, ſome of their Heads tumbled in the miry Streets, - the 


els overflowed with Streams of their Blood, the Pavements of the Palace were overſpread - * mer 
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with flaughterd Men, and the Walls beſprinkled with purple Gore; ſo viftoriouſly he behaved ;. blo 
kimſelf againſt the Enemies of Chrif, that cer the Sun had declined the Weſt, he — to the + Pha 
Ground moſt part of the Soldan's Knights, and enforced-the reſt, like frighted Sheep; to fly to the % 
Soldan for Aid and Succour, who — 2 in the Palace with a Guard of a Thouſand Sol- J 
WF  diers, who at the Report of this unexpected -\furniſhed his Soldiers with Habiliments. '« WM ing 
of War, and came marching from his Palace — 5 ch a mighty Power. as if the Strength. «/ Sip 
erf Chrifendom had been to invade the Territories. of Aa. But ſuch was the invincible Cou-- one 
rige of St. George, that he encounter'd with them all, and made ſuch a Maſlacre in. the Sol- 4 "008 
an, Court, that the Pavements were cover'd with flaughter'g Perſians, and the Palace-Gate had 

_  fufed with Heaps of. murthered Pagans, At laſt the Alarm- Bells were . cauſed: to- be rung wh 
ad the: Beacons ſet on Fire, wheroat the Country roſe up in Arms, and e dae Sold 
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SEVEN 'CHAMPIONS f CHRISTENDOM. 13 
about che Eg l Champion like Swarmsof Bees ; whereat thro' his long Encounter, and-the-Multitade = 
of his Enemies, his never daunted Courage was forced to yield, and his reſtleſs Arm wearied with Fighe- 


l, conſtrained to let his Weapon fall to the Ground. | 
p Thus he whoſe Fortitude ſent Thouſands to wander about the Banks Acheron, ſtood now obedient ts 
l, - Mercy-of his Enemies, who with their brandiſhing Weapons and ſharp edged Faulchions environed 
y im about. 3 * 
Now bloody minided Morfler (ſaid the Soldan) what Country- man ſoever thou art, Jew, „er nie- 
t. living Chriſtian. /ook for a Sentence of Severe Puniſhment for every Drop of Blood thy unbapgy Hanh 
2 here ſhed:*Firft, thy Skin *pith ſharp foes Hall be pared from thy Fl:ſþ alive : Next, thy Figib with bat - 
i- ring runs feared from thy Bones: Laftly, thy curſed Limbs ura cum in Pieces Joint from'Toint wvith untamitd 
n Horſvs. This bloody Judgment pronounced by the Soldan, moved St. George to reply in this Manner, ow 
e Great Potentate of Afi, ] crave the Liberty and Lu of Arms, hereto all the Kings of the Earth ave 
2 Oath ever bound: Firſt, my Deſcent, in my native Country, is of Royal Blzod, and therefore I challengeia 
ls mbat : Secondly, I am an Ambaſſador from Ptolomy King of Egypt. and therefore no' Violence ſhould be 
it offered me : Laff'y, the Laws of Aſia grant me a ſaft Condu# bath to Egypt; therefore what 1 B 
Ee Ptolomy muſt anſiuer, And thereupon he delivered the Letter, fealed with the prone Beal of He; 
d the which was no ſooner broke open and read, but the Soldan's Eyes fparkled like Fire and wporr 
2. Countenance appeared the Image of Wrath and Diſcontent. | * 
1- Thou art by the Report of Ptolomy (ſaid the Soldan)'a great Contemner of our Gods, and deſpiſer of our 
© Laws ; therefore his Pleaſure is, that I/how!d End thy Days by ſame inhuman Death, the'which 1 au 
e Mahomet and all my Conntry Gods to accompliſh. And thereupon be gave him in Keeping to an hun- 
et dred of the Janiſaries till the Day of Execution, which was = within thirty ays following... 
ry Hereupon they diſrobed him of his Apparel, and attire him in imple and baſe Array : His Arms mit 
e late were employed to weild the mighty Target, and toſs the weighty Batile Axe, they Troup 
Ee fetter'd up in — Bolts: And thoſe Hands which were wont to be garniſhed with fieely Gaantlets, - 3 
it they bound up in hempen Bonds that the purple Blood trickled down from his — — Ends; and 2 
DP. being diſplayed of all Knightly Dignity, they conveyed him to a deep, dark and deſdlate Dungeon, - 
f wherein the, golden Sun did never ſhew his ſplendant Beams, nor never could the comfortüble Light 
of Heaven be ſeen ; betwixt the Day and Night no Difference could he make; the Summers parehihg 
i- Heat, and Winter's freezing Cold, were both alike; his chiefeſt Comfort was to number the PH 4 
d he had flain in- the Conflict; one while pondering in His reftleſs Thoughts the Ingratitude of FH; 
re the Egyptian King; another while remembring his Love and Vow, and deep Aeon chat be 
vs ving her _ 
ir obltunce 
2 
ts O cruel Deftinies ! . Why is 


mer Liberty, that I 
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 - tertain thewiſhed Meſſenger of Death, he heard afar; off the Roaring of two hunger-ftarved Lions, which 

for the Space of four Days had been reſtrained from Food and natural Suſtenance, only tg devour and 


ſtaunch their Hunger ſtarved Bowels with the Body of this thrice renowned Champion which Cry of E. 
the Lions ſo terrified his Mind, that the Hair of his Head grew ſtiff, and his Brows ſta Water through ly 
Anguiſh of his Soul, fo extreamly he feared the remorſleſs Stroale of Death, that by Violence he burſt pa 


the Chains in Sunder wherewith he was bound, and rent the curled Treſſes of his Head that were of lac 

the Colour of Amber, the which he wrapped about his Arms againſt the Aſſault of the Lions, for he $a 
eatly ſuſpected them to be the Meflengers of his woful 2 4g which indeed was ſo appointed; 

at the ſame Inſtant they deſcended the Dungeon, brought thither by the Janiſaries, only to make Fri 

a full Period of the-Champion's Life; but ſuch was the invincible Fortitude of St. George, and ſd po- | 

tick was his Defence, that when the ſtarved Lions came running on him with open Jaws ke valiantly Re 

thruſt. his finew'd Arms in their Throats (being waapp'd about with the Hair of hi; Head) whereby they 

preſently choaked, and then he pulled out their Hearts. ta 

Which Spectacle the Soldan's Janiſaries beholding, were ſo amazed with Fear, that they ran in all 

© Haſte to the Palace, and certified the Soldan what had happened; who commanded every Part of the Fal 


Court to be ſtrongly guarded with armed Soldiers, ſuppoſing the Engl: Knight rather to be ſome 4 
Monſter aſcended from the Deep, than any Creature of human Subſtance, or elſe one poſſeſſed with Th 
fome divine Inſpiration, that by the Force of his Arms had accompliſh'd ſo many Stratagems : Such 1 
. Terror aſſailed the Soldan's Heart, ſeeing he had ſlain two Lions, and flaughtered two thouſand 0 


Perfians with his own Hands, and like wile had Intelligence how he ſlew a burning Dragon in Ægypt ſent 
that he cauſed the Dungeon to be cloſed up with Bars of Iron, leſt he ſhould by Policy or Fortitude re- Air 
cover his Liberty, and ſo endanger the whole Couptry of Perſia; where he remained in Want, Penury (ſaic 
and great Neceſſity for the Term of ſeven Winters, living only upon Rats and Mice, with other Creep- betr 
ing Worms which he caught in the Dungeon. During which Time he never taſted the Bread of Cora, tude 
| but of Bran and Channel-water, which was ſerved him thro' iron Gates, where now we will leave St. ny 
George languiſhing in great Miſery, and return into Ægypt, where we left Sabra, the Champion's betro- ons 
_ thed Lady, lamenting the Want of his Company, whom ſhe loved dearer than any Knight in the World. ing 
Sabra that was the faireſt Maid that ever mortal Eye beheld, in whom both Art and Nature ſeemed D 
to excell in curious Workmanſhip, her Body traiter than the lofty Cedar, her Beauty purer than the ough 
©  "Paphian Queen's; the one with overburthened Grief was quite altered, and the other ſtained with thy | 
Flioods of brackiſh Tears, that daily trickled down from her fair Cheeks ; whergupon ſat the very J- thee, 
mage of Diſcontent, the Map of Woe, and the only Mirror:of Sorrow; ſhe accounted all Company fire 
'”- Joathſome to her Sight, and excluded the Fellowſhip of all Ladies, only betaking herſelf to a ſolitary f. 
Cabinet where ſhe 2 ſowing many a woful Story upon a crimſon colour'd Sampler; whereon ſome- parte 
© times ſhe bathed wounded Hearts with lukewarm Tears that fell from the Conduits of her Eyes; then {ure ; 
preſently with her criſped Locks of Hair which dangled down her Ivory Neck, ſhe dried up the, O/ 
Moi ure of her ſorrowful Tears: Then thinking upon the plighted Promiſes of her dearly beloyed 
t, ſhe fell into theſe Paſſions and- pitiful Complaints, | IF h 
Love (ſaid ſhe) more ſharp than the pric tin Bryar, with what Inequality doſt thou torment my auound- 
e Heart, not linking my dear Lord in the like Aﬀettion of Mind? O Venus, if thou be imperious in thy 
| Deity, whom both Gods and Men obey, command my Wandring Lord to return again, or grant that my Soul 
na flie into the Clouds, that by the Winds it may be blown into his ſaucet Boſom, where now lives my 
* "Bleeding Heart. But foolifs Fondling that I am, he hath read me, and ſhuns my Company, as the Syrens 
Lelſe had he not refuſed the Court of Rgypt, where be was honoured as a King ) and wandred the World to 
| 2 another Love. No, no, it cannot be : He bears no ſuch unconflant Mind, and 1 greaty fear ſome Tregchery 
hath bereaved me of his Sight, or elſe ſome flony. Priſon excludes my George from me. 1f it be ſa, ſweet Mor- 
pPheus thou God of Golden Dreams, reveal to me my Love's Abiding, that in my Sleep his 22 may a- 
"peer, and report the Cauſe of his Departure. Having breathed this Paſſon from the Manſion of her yoo 
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SEVEN CHAMPIONS if CHRISTENDOM. 1 
ſhe committed her watchful Eyes to the Government of ſweet Sleep, which. being no ſooner cloſed, hur 


| 
there appear'd, as ſhe thought, the Shadow and very Shape of her dearly beloved Lord, St. of. © 4 
— men as he was — to be flouriſhing in his glittering Burgonet of Steel, or mounted Kay yo 
ly. Jennet, deckt with a crimſon Plume of {pangled Feathers, but in over-worn and ſimple Attire, with © | | 
pale Looks and lean Body, like to a Ghoſt riſen from ſome hollow Grave, breathing as it were theſe 


fad and woful Paſſions. | 22. 
Sabra, I am betray'd for Love of thee, The Per ian Towers ſhall ſmoke with Fire, 
And lodg'd in hollow Caves of diſmal Night; And lofty Babylon be tumbled down ; 
From whence I never more ſhall come to ſee The Croſs of Chri/endom ſhall then aſpire 
& hy loving Countenance and Beauty Bright: To wear the Proud Zpypti triple Crown, 
Feruſalem and Juda ſhall beho 25 A 


Remain thou true and conſtant for my Sake, Se OT ; 
That of thy Love they may no Conqueſt make. The Fall of Kings by Chriſtian Champions bold. 
Let Tyrants think if ever I obtain, Thou Maid of Ægypt fill continue chaſte, : -- 
Whate'er is loſt by Treaſon's curſed Guile: _ A Tyger ſeeks thy Virgin Name to ſpol: _ 

Falſe Zgypt's Scourge I ſurely will remain, Whilſt George of England is in Priſon plac, 9 
Thou ſhalt be forc'd to wed againſt thy Will: 


And turn to ſtreaming Blood, Morocco's Smiles; ; 
That damned Dog of Bafbary ſhall cue, But after this, ſhall happen wond'rous Things, 

The doleful Stratagems that will enſue. , For from thy womb ſhall ſpring three mighty Kings. 

This ſtrange and wonderful Speech was no ſooner ended, but ſhe awaked from her Sleep, and pre- | 
ſently ſtretched forth her white Hands thinking to embrace him, bat ſbe catched nothing but empty': © 
Air, which cauſed her to renew her former Complaints. O wwherefore died ] not in this troubleſome Dream b 
(ſaid the ſorrowful Lady) that my Ghoſt might have hunted thoſe inhuman Monſters ac hich have thus falſly | 
betrayed the braveſi Champion under the Cope of Heawen ! For his Sake will I exclaim againſt the Ingrati- | 
tude of Egypt, and /ike raviſh'd Philomel fill every Corner of the Land with Ecchoes of his Wrong ; + | 
my Woes ſhall exceed the Sorrows of Dido Queen of Carthage mourning for Aneas. With ſuch like Paſſi-, 7 
ons wearied ſhe the Timg away, till twelve Months were fully finiſhed : At laſt her Father underſtand» ,* | 
ing what fer Affection ſhe hore to the Eng/i/> Champion, began in this Manner to relate. 

Daughter (ſaid the Æ gyptian King) I charge thee by the Bond of Nature, and true Obedience ben 
oughteſt to bear to my Age, to baniſh and exclude all fond Affections from thy Mind, and not thus to ſettle 
thy Lowe upon a Wandring Ani ht, that is inconflant and without Habitation : Thou ſceſt be hath fanſalen 
thee, and returned into his own Country, whore he hath wedded a Wife of that Land and Nation: Ibere- 

fore I charge tbee upon my Diſplea ſure to affe and love the black King 'of Morocco, that rightfulh bath.- 1 
deſerved thee in marriage, which ſhall be ſortiy honcurably held to the tionaur of Egypt: And ſo 


da- 4 4 
parted without any Anſwer at all: By which Sabre knew be would not be croſt in his Will and Plea- 2 * 
lure ; therefore ſhe ſighed out theſe lamentable Words, 4 yy 4 4 e358 

Oh! unkind Father, to croſs the Afedions of his Child, and to force Love where no Liking is: Vet ſhall © 
my Mind continue true unto my dear beloved Lord; although my Body be forced againſt Nature to obey, π ], 
Almidor have the Honour of my Marriage-Bed, | Engliſh George /ball enjoy my true Virginity, if c, + ; 
returns again into Egypt: And thereupon ſhe pulled forth a Chain of Gold, and wrapt it ſeven II Ee 
abour her Ivory. Neck: Tie (ſaid ſhe) hath been fon Days fteept in Tygers Blood, and ſewen Nights gm _ .  * 
Dragons Milk, whereby it hath obtained ſuch excellent Virtue, that as long as I wear it about my Neck, 6 1] 
Mar on Earth can enjoy my Virginity, tho 1 be forced to the State of Marriage, and lie ſeven Years in ⁵ 
Wed ock's Bed, yet by the Virtue of this Chain 1 hall continue a true Virgin. _ „ EEE 

Which Words were no ſooner ended, but Aude entred her ſorrowful Chamber; and preſented her. 
with a Wedding-garment, which was of the pureſt Maiden Silk, implit: with Pearl and rich refined. + 
when Flora had bedeck cd 


Gold,.petf with ſweep Syrian Powders ; it. was of the Colour of e | 3 
the Fields in May with Nature's Ornaments: Glorious and coſtly. were her Veſtures, and ſo ſtately Wers 
the nuptial Rites ſolemnized, that Egypt admired the Bounty of heg. Wedding; which for ſeven. 


7 


| hog. | . = 
Days was held in the Court of Prolomy, and then moved to Tripeh, the. chief City in Barbary, A —_ | 
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„%% 1. Hand HISTORY of hi 
feed Bride was crowned Queen of Morato 4 at which Coronation the Condiiits ran with 
es, and the Streets of Tripoli were beautified with Pageants, and delightful-Shews. The 
WW” Cot reſbunded with ſuch melodious Harmony, as though Apollo with his filver Harp had deſcended - 
_ from the Heavens: Such Filts and Tournaments were performed betwixt the Knights of Et and + 
Barbary, that they exceeded the Nuptials of Heecuba the beauteous Queen of Trey: Which honou- | 
rable Proceedings we leave at this Time to their own Con:entments ; ſome Revelling, ſome Tiltmg, - 
and ſome Banqueting : Alſo leaving the Champion of England, St. George mourning in the Dungeon 
in Perſia, as you have heard before, and return to the otfier fix Champions of Chriftendani, who de- 
parted” from the brazen Pillar, every one his ſeveral Way, whoſe knightly and noble Adven- 
tures if ine Muſes grai#me the Bounty of fair Ca/i/ian Springs, I will moſt amply diſcover to thy 
Honour of all Chriflendom. © 
ER AE C HAF. IV. 


How St. Demis, the Champion of France, Ii ved ſeven Years in the Shape of an Hart ; and how frond 
Eglantine, he King's Daughter of Fheſſaly, aut transformed into a Mulbery-Tree, and how they 
= recovered their fermer Shapes by Means of St. Dennis's Horſe. - | 
1 8 now to Mind the leng and weary Travel of St. Dennis the Champion of France endured 
Beg 


>” — 


aſter his Departure, from the other ſix Champions, at the brazen Pillar, as you heard in the 
_  -cginning of the former Chapter, from which he wandred through many a deſolate Grove and Wil- 
Tete without any Adventure worthy of noting, till he arrived on the Borders of 7 heſa (being a 
Land then only inhabited with wild Beaſts) wherein he endur'd ſuch a» Penury and Scarcity of Victu- 
als, that be was forced for the Space of feven Years to feed upon the Herbs of the Fields, and the 


7 the $tadow of bis deformed Subſtance, and bow his Head, latefy honoured,with a  Burgonet of + 
# © Std}, now diſhonoured with a Pair of ſylvan Horns; his Face whereon the Co : 
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aer of the World, and all ye pitiful Powers of Heaven, look down with a lin Countenance upon fy - 
 Shableſt Transirmation, and bend your Brows to hear my Lamentation : I was of late a Man, but now an © 
wur Bea; I was a Soldier and my Country's Champion, but now a loathſome Creature and a Prey for 
_ * My glittering Armour is exchanged into a Hide of Hair, ani my brave Array, more baſe than the 
WW. -- lo Earth; Hence/orth inſtead of princely Palaces; thiſe Pady Wood: muſt ſerve to ſhroud me in, and mm 
au Down, ni be a Heap of r =" 1 6m" recording Muſick the buff Winds, that 
dul Fempeſtuous Gufts do mall the Wildernt/i to tremble : The Cm 1 daily keey muſt be the Silvan Sa- 
_ or, Druids and airy Nymphs, which never appear to worldly Eyes, but in Tevilight, or at the Prime of the- 
_ Mow: 7 by San thet beautify the Chriftal V ail of "Heaven; ball henceforth ferve as Torches to light * 
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the Sound of hiſſing Snakes, or elſe the Croaking of Toads. 


A But wee 
bis Psenſes at laſt, tho' not his human Likenefs, he bitterly complained of his hard Mid 


over Bis F M 


SEVEN CHAMPIONS of CHRISTENDO M: 47 
to my awoful Bed, the dropping Chud: fball be my Canopy : My Clock to count how. Tine rany flealing on, © | 


Thus deſcribed he his own Miſery, till the watry Tears of Calamity guſhed out in ſu ch Abundages 
from the Conduits of his Eyes, a and | his grieyous Sigbs ſo violently forced from his bleedin 
that they ſeemed to conſtrain the untamed Bears and Tigers to relent his Moans, and like 1 
Lambs ſit bleating in the Woods, to hear his Exclamations. 

Long and many Days continued this Champion of France in the Shape of an Hart, in more a. 
treſſec Miſery than the unfortunate Engl ; Champion in Perfia, not knowing how to recover his for- - I 
mer Likeneſs and human Subſtance. n a Time as he lamented the Loſs of Nature's Ornaments * 
under the Branches of the inchanted 4 2 berry- Tree, which was the Cauſe of his Transformation. he 
heard a grievous and terrible Groan, which he ſuppoſed to be the Induction of ſome admirable Ac- 
cident that 'would enſue : So taking a Truce for a Time with Sorrow, heard a hollow V 
breath from the Trunk of the Mulbery- Tree theſe Words following. 


% 
9 


The Vorce in the MurszRRY- TREE. 3 
Ceaſe to lament thou famous Man of France, j| My Pride was ſuch chat Heaven confounded me, 
With gentle Eats come liſten to my Moan, A Goddeſs in my own Conceit I was, 
In former Time it was my Chance, What Nature lent, too baſe I thought to \ 9 
To be the proudeſt Maid that e'er was known. But deem'd myſelf all earthly T Thin 2 
By Birth I was the Daughter of a King, And therefore Nectar and Ambrofia * | ork 
Tho'now a breathleſs Tree and ſenſeleſs thing, The Food of Heaven for me I counted meet. 
My Pride contemned ſtilſ the Bread of Wheat, | Seven Years in Shape of Hart thou muſt remain : 3 
But purer Food I daily ſought to find, And then the pureſt Roſe by Heaven's Decree, . 
Refined Gold was boiled in my Meat, Shall bring thee to — former Sha 


Such Self. conceit my Fancies fond did blind, | And End at laſt thy woful Miſery * bs 4 

For which the Gods above transformed me, When this is done, beſure you cut in u Twain, © 3 

From human Subſtance to this ſenſeleſs Tree, This fatal Tree what I do remain... ," : 
After the Voice had breathed theſe Speeches from the Mulberry*Tree, he ſtood ſo much amazed 4 
—— _ eneſs of the Words, that for a Time his Sorrows bereaved him of his Speech, and his. hog 

Puniſhment conſtrained his Thoughts to loſe their natural Uadertanding, B 


M 


O unhappy Creature {/aid the woful Champion) more miſerable than Progne.in be. ransfor rofl. 

on, and more diſtreſſed than Aden was, whoſe perfect Picture I am made: His ied 

but a ſhort Time, for his own Dogs, the ſame Y, tore him in a thouſand Pieces, MET x ried, 7 8 

transform id Carcaſs in their hungry Bowels : Mine is appointed by the angry Deſtinies, t I 

Times the Summer's Sun hath yearly repleniſh'd his radiant Brightneſs, and ſeven "T2008 * 1 

© ter's Rain hath waſhed me with the Showers of Heaven. | 
Such were the Complaints of the transform'd Knight of France, ſometinies 4 

mer Fortune how he had ſpent his Days in the Honour of his Country: S e 

the Place of is Nativity, renowned France, the Nurſe and Mother of his Life: ES 1 

with his Foot (as for Hands he had none) in ſandy Ground, the Print of the dior which the Mul- 

berry. Tree had repeated; and many Times numbering the Minutes of his lang appoinged Ponies 

with Flowers of the Fields. Ten Thouſand Sighs he breathed daily from his ry and ſtill when 

the black and Pitchy Mantles of Night overh the azur d Firmaments, and had drawn” het 

Curtain before the brightſome Windows of Heavens, - all 2 took their Tweet Repole, and | 

committed their tired Eyes to quiet Sleep: All Things the Murmoriog .of.. 5 

Nes Vasen whoſe ſounding Muſick was the chiefeſ Comfort ar G eee Cr gk a 

ttering Queen of Night, clad in her chry ſtal Robes three hundred Tee Yer, wa | neſs 3 
of. of ke ni — Lamentations : The wandring Howlet, that never 3 in the Nigh, 6 ſat. yelling _ 
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—_—_ 2... The Famous HISTORY of th © © 
_ Perſon; and during the Limitation of his ſeven Years Miſery, his truſty. Steed never forſook him, 
baut with all Love and true Diligence attended upon him Day and Night, never wandring away, 
dat ever keeping him Company: If the extream Heat of Summer grew intollerable, or the pinching 
Cold of Winter violent, his Horſe would be a Shelter to defend him. 

—_— . Atlaft, when the Term: of feven Years was fully finiſhed, and that he ſhould recover his former 
_—_ - Subſtance and human Shape, his good Horſe, which he tendred as the Apple of his Eye, aſcended 
A high and ſteep Mountain, which Nature had beautified with all Kind of fragrant Flowers, as,odori- 
ferous as the Garden of Heerides, from whence he pulled a Branch of purple Roſes, and brought 
diem betwixt his Teeth to his diſtreſſed Maſter, being in his former Paſſions of Diſcontent under 
—_ ulberry- Tree. The which the champion of France no ſooner beheld, but he remember'd that 
by a purple Roſe he would recover his former Similitude, and ſo joy fully received the Roſes from his 
\ truſty Steed: Then caſting his Eyes up to the celeſtial Throne of Heaven, he conveyed theſe conſe- 
_ - crated Flowers into his empty Stomach. After which he laid him down upon the Boſom of his Mo- 
_ _ther-Earth,; where he fell into ſuch a ſound Sleep, that all his Senſes and vital Spirits were without 


8 Motion for the Space of four and twenty Hours: In which Time the Windows and Doors of Hea- 
ven were open d, from whence deſcended ſuch a Shower of Rain, that it waſhed away his hairy 


1 Form and beaſt-like Shape; his horned Head and long Viſage were turned again into a lively 
= Countenance, and all the reſt of his Members, both Arms, Legs, Hands, Fingers and Toes, with 

all the reſt of Nature's Gifts, received their former Shape. . | 

N Bat when the good Champion awak d from his Sleep, and perceived the wonderful er 

or the Heavens in transforming him to his human Likeneſs : Firſt he gave Honour to Almighty God, 


which lay hard by him beſtained and almoſt ſpoiled with Ruſt; his Burgonet and keen-edged Curtle- 
axe beſmeared over with Duſt : Then laſtly pondering in his Mind the faitliſul Service his truſty Steed 
_ had done him during the Time of his Calamity, whoſe fable-colour'd Mave. hung frizling down his 
= . brawny Neck, which before was wont to be platted curiouſly with artificial Knots, and his Forehead 
Wich was wont to be beautified with a tawny Plume of Feathers, now disfigur'd with over-grown 
Hair; Whereat the good Champion St. Dennis of France was ſo grieved, that he ſtroaked his jetty 
Back, till the Hair of his Body lay as ſmooth as Arabian Silk. Then pulled he out his truſty-Falchion/ 
4 web in many fierce Aſſaults and dangerous Combats had been bathed in the Blood of his, Enemies, 
w long Continuance of Time, lying idle, was almoſt conſumed with cankering Ruſt, but by 
Labour and induſtrious Pains, he recovered the former Beauty and Brightneſs again. * 
= Thus boch his Sword, his Horſe, his martial Furniture, and all other abiliments of War, being 
_ drowght to their firſt and proper Qualities, the noble Champion intended to perſevere and go for- 
ward in the Adventure in cutting down the Mulberry-Tree : So taking his Sword, which was of the 
ßpoareſt Spaniſb Steel, gave ſuch a Stroak a the Root thereof, that at one Blow he cut it quite aſunder 
Vu bereout flaſhed foek : a mighty Flame of Fire, that the Main of his Horſe's Neck was burned, and 
s Mikewiſe the Hair of his Head had been fired if his Helmet had not preſerved him: And no ſooner 
_ was the Flame. extinguiſhed, but there appeared from the hollow Tree a naked Virgin (in Shape like 
' Daphne who Apollo turned to a Bay- Tree) fairer than Pigmalion's Ivory Image, or the Northern dri- 
ven Snow, her Eyes more clear than the Icy Mountains, her Cheeks like Roſes dipt- in Milk, her 
= Lips more lovely than the Tark;/5 Rubies, her Alabaſter. Teeth like Indian Pearls, Neck ſeemed 
Ivory Tower, her dainty Breaſts a Garden where milk white Doves ſat and ſung; The reſt of 
i Nature's Lineaments a Stain to Juno, Pallas or Venus, at whoſe excellent Beauty this valiant and un- 
daunted Champion more admir'd than at her wonderful Transformation; for his Eyes was ſo raviſh' 


"1 I with ſuch excectdling Pleaſure that his Tongue could endure no longer Silence, but was forced to un- 


fold the Secrets of his Heart, and in theſe Terms he began to utter his Mind. 
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4 Swans that ſwim upon Meander s chry ſtal Streams, and far more beautiful than Auroras N or. 
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next he kiſſed the Ground, whereon he had lived ſo long in Miſery ; then beholding his Armour, 
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SEVEN CHAMPIONS of CERISTENDOM. .. ag 
ning Countenance, to thee the faireſt of all fair ones, moſt hambly and only to thy Beauty do I heres 
* ſubmit my Affecklons: Alſo I ſwear by the Honour of my Knighthood, and by the Love of my 
Country France (which V I will not violate for all the Treaſures-of rich America, or the golden 
Mines of higher India Whether hou art an Angel deſcended from Heaven, or a Fury aſcended 
© from the vaſt Dominions'& Fyeſerpine; whether thou art ſome Fairy or ſylvan Nymph which inha- 
© bits in the fatal Woods, or elſe an earthly Creature for thy Sins transform'd into this Mulberry-Tree, 
I am not thereof Fin, Therefore ſweet Saint, to whom my Heart-muſt pay its due Devotion, 


* unfold to me thy Birth, Parentage and Name, that I may the bolder.preſume upon thy Counteſies,” 
At which Demand, this new-born Virgin, with a ſhameful Look, modeſt Geſture, ſober Grac#,- and: 
bluſhing Countenance, began thus to reply. | "32 | 
Sir Knight, by whom my Life, my Love, and Fortune are commanded, and by whom my h- 
man Shape and natural Form is recovered: Firſt, know you, magnanithous Champion, that I am 
by Birth the King of The/alys Daughter, and my Name was called for my Beauty Proud Eglan- © 
tine; for which contemptugus Pride I was transformed into this Mulberry-Tree, in which green 
. © Subftance I have continued fourteen Years. As for my Love thou haſt deſerved it before al the 
Knights in the World, and to thee do I plight that true Promiſe before the omnipotent Judge of 
« all Things: And before that ſacred Promiſe ſhall be infringed, the Sun ſhall ceaſe to ſhine-by © 
© Day, and the Moon by Night, and all the Planets forſake their proper Nature. After which Words, 
the Champion gave her the Coufteſie of his Country, and ſealed her Promiſes with a loving Kiſs.” | 
After which; beautiful Eglantine being gſhamed of her Nakedneſs, waved berſelf a Garment of 
Ruſhes, intermix d with ſuch Variety of ſundry Flowers, that it ſurpaſſed for Workmanſhip the 
— Maidens curious Webs; her criſped Locks of Hair continued ſtill of the Colour of the Mul- 
— war ea ſhe ſeemed like Flora in her greateſt Royalty, when the Fields are decked-witly 
Nature's Tapeſtry. | a A eee 
After which the waſhed her lilly Hands and Roſe - coloured Face in the Dew of Heaven, which nue ſl 
ered from a Bed of Violets. - Thus in green Veſtments, ſhe intends (in Company of — = 
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How St. James the Champion of in e Oui Years dans ; „ 1 
x 5 5 Years dumb, for the Love a fair jeu: A bow 
25 Be was ta be er to Death by the Mai diu of Jeraſalem; with orber Ibings which happen d in bis Trivelh+ 

; Nw maſt my Maſe ſpeak; of che ſtrange Adventures of St. James of Bain, theghint - 
2 | Champion of Cleyfibng and whes lagpass to him in His wen Fear Travh,' debe? 
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x expreſs, and Art to deſcribe : Alſo I am forced, 2 Brevity Sake J 

10 and dangerous Battle with the burning Drake upon the flaming Mount in 
FSiciqh. : ombat continued for the Space of ſeven Diys and feven Niglits. Likewiſe, * a 
F omit his Travels N pazocia, through a Wilderneſs of Monſters ; with his Paſſage over the Red E 
Seas, where his Ship Was devour'd with Worms, his Mariners drown'd, and bimlelf, his Horſe, n 


and Furniture. ſafely brought to Land by the Sea-Nymphs and Mermaids: Where, after his long' n 


Tusels, paſſed Perils and dangerous Tempeſts amongſt thg. boiſterous Billowghf the raging Seas, he 
arrived in the unhappy Dominions of Juda, unhappy by reaſon of the long Md troubleſome Miſery 4 

he endured for the Love of a fair Jew. For coming to the City of Jeruſalem (being in that Age 2 

the Wonder of the World ſor brave Buildings, princely Palaces, gorgeous Mountains, and av... | 
Temples) he ſo admired the glorious Situation thereof (being the richeſt Place that ever his Eyes beheld -_ tl 

that he ſtood before the Walls of Jeruſal rm. one While gazing upon us golden Gates, glittering a- E 

1 inſt the Sun's bright Countenance, another while beholding her ſtately Pinacles, w hoſe lofty peep- hi 
= ing Tops ſeemed to touch the Clouds: another while wondering at her Towers of Jaſper, Jet and ]. 
= Ebony, her firong and fortified Walls three times double about the City; the glittering Spires of the tr 
Temple of Sion, built in the Faſhion and Similitude of the Pyramids; the ancient Monument of 01 

Greece, whoſe Battlements were covered over with Steel, the Walls burniſh'd with Silver, and the Ground hi 

ved with Tin, Thus, as this noble and famous” Knight at Arms Rood beholding the Situation of: pi 
 Feru/alem, there ſuddenly thundered ſuch a Peal of nce within the City, that it ſeemed, in W 

is raviſhd Conceit, to ſhake the Vail of Heaven, and to move the deep Foundations of the faſten- hi 

ed Earth; whereat his Horſe gave ſuch a ſudden Start, that he leapt ten Foot from the Place er 
 Wheretn he ſtood. After this. he heard the Sound of Drums, and the chearful Ecchves of brazen er 
Trumpets, by which the valiant Champion expected ſome honourable Paſtime, or ſome youu C 

”, Tournament-to be at hand, which indeed ſo fell out; for no ſooner did he caft his vigilant Eyes 

_ towards che eaſt-ſide of the City, but he beheld a Troop of well-appointed Horſe come. marching: bo 
_ through the Gates; after them twelve armed Knights mounted on twelve warlike Courſers, bearing. Tl 
_ in their Hands twelve Blood-red Streamers, whereon was wrought in Silk the Picture of Adonis: or 
: - wounded by a Boar, after them the King drawn in a Chariot by Spaniſb Jennets (which are a an 
Tertain- Kind of Steeds engendered by the Wind.) The King's Guards were an hundred naked: 1 

Moors with Turliſo Bows and Darts, feathered with Ravens Wings: After them marched Cele/tine,.. w 

s the King of Jeru/alem's fair Daughter, mounted on a tame Unicorn; in her Hand a Javelin of his 

=_— Silver, and armed with a Breaſt-plate of Gold, artificially wrought like the Scales of a Porcupine; do 
ber Guard were an hundred amazonian Dames clad in green Silk : Aſter them follow a Number of 
_ of.Squires and Gentlemen, ſome upon Barbarian Steeds, and ſome upon Arabian Palfries, and ſgme Tr 
e Foot, in Pace more nimble than the tripping Deer, and more ſwift than the tameſt Hart upon tio 
| ? — , , - 1 


the Mountains of The/a!y. | | | 
Thus Nebuzaraden, Great King of Jeruſalem (for ſo he was called) ſolemnly hunted in the Wilderneſs 
of Juda, being a Country very much annoy'd with wild Beaſts, as the Lyon and Leopard; the Boar, 
and ſuch like Mn which Exerciſe the King appointed, as it was proclaimed by his chief Herald at 
Arms, (the which he heard repeated by the Shepherd in the Field) that whoſoever ſlew the firſt wild 
Beaſt in the Foreſt, ſhould have in Reward a Corflet of Steel ſo richly engraven, that it would be worth 
a a thouſand Shekels of Silver. Of which honourable Enterpriſe, when the Champion had Underſtand- 
|... ing, and with what liberal Bounty the adventurous Knight would be rewarded; his Heart was filled... 
with invincible Courage, thirſting after glorious Attempts, not only for Hope of Gain, but for 
the Defire of Honour, at which his illoftrious and aunted Mind aimed at, to ire his Deeds. 
_ inthe memorable Records of Fame, and to ſhine as a chryſtal Mirror to all 'enſuing Time 
= cloſing down his Beaver, and looking on his Furniture, be ſcoured over the Mains beſare he Hans 
., in Pace more ſwift than the winged Winds, till he came into an unfrequented Pape 
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SEVEN CHAMPIONS: he AMSTEND OM” 


© Wl © whereinfe eſpied à huge and mighty wild Boar lying before his nal Des ere 
we Joints of oy Paſſenger, —_— murthered as he travelled _ the Foreſt. 

| This Boar was of — oor Teng! h and Bigneſs, and ſo terrible to behold, that ar the felt Gibt, 62 
almoſt daunted the Courage ib Knight; his monſtrous Head ſeamed'n and I his 
Eyes ſparkled like a bery Fo — = Tusks more ſharp than Pikes of Steel, from his Noſtrils fa 

med ſuch a violent Breath, like a tempefiuous Whirl-Wind, his Briſtles were more hard than ſeven times 
melted Braſs, and his pe loathſome than a Wreath of Snakes: Near whom, when St. James ap- 


roached, and beheld*hbw he drank the Blood of human. Creatures, and devoured their Fleſh, 
lew his Silver Horn, Which as then hung at the Pummel of his Saddle in a Scarf of green Silk : bee, 
; at the furious Monſter turtied himſelf, and moſt fiercely aſſailed the noble Champion, who moſt nimb+ -. 
ly leaped from his Horſe, and with his Spear truck ſuch a violent Blow pon the Breaſt of the Bar. 
5 that it ſhivered jp twenty Pieces: Then drawing his good Faulchion from his Side, he gave a ſecond 
Encounter, but all in vain ; for he ſtruck as it were upon a Rock of Stone, or a Pillar of Iron, nothi 
hurtfui to the Boar: But at laſt, with ſtaring Eyes (which ſparkled like burning Steel) and with open 
Jaws, the greedy Menſter aſſailed the Champion, intending to ſwallow him alive ; but the noble 3 
truſted more upon Policy, than to Fortitude ; and ſo for eres rw 11, - ipped from Place to Place, till 
on a ſudden he truſt his keen-edg'd Curtle-axe down his inteſtine at, and ſo moſt ES Yoo * 
his Heart aſunder. The which being accompliſhed to his own Deſire, he cut off the Boar's Head ſo © 
preſented the Honour of the Combat to the King of Feru/alem, who with his mighty Train of Knights 
were but now entered the Foreſt ; who having graciouſly received the Gift, and bountifully Wille 7 
his Promiſes, demanded the Champion s Country, his _ n and Place of his Nativity: He no ſoon- ' - 
er had Intelligence that he was a Chriſtian and born in the Territories of Spain, but preſently his Pati- | 
_ — into a great Fury; and by theſe Words expreſſed his cankered Stomack towards the” 
riſtian Champion. 53,20 
Knoweft — not, bold Knight, (aid the King of J#u/alem) that it . the Livew of Jada * 
bou## no — but either 40 ban him.the Land, or end his Days by ſome untimely 3 7 
Thou art a N A e ſoa Not all thy Country\Treafures, the wealt 75 Mines, © | 
_ avhic 22 the Countrees of Italy and 21 Te e turned to Hills of - Fl 
5 — Heritage, they ſhould not redeem thy the Honour thou 72 done in rome We $ 
ey ——— the Law of Arms, to . 2 each, you ſhould ſuffer a' rigorous Torment 
evere Judgment fo amazed the Champion, that deſperately he. would have killed-himſelf u 
his 5 Sword; Rr that he thongbt it more Honour to his Country to die in the-Defencs of C 
tom, So like-a true and noble Knight, fearing neither the Threats of che Zews, nor the impartial Sake 
of the fatal Siſters, he gave this Sentence of his own. Death, Firſt, he requeſted to be bound to a Pine 
Tree with his Breaſt laid naked againſt the Sun; then to have an Hour's Time to'make his e 2 
tion to his Nreator, and afterwards to be ſhot to Death by a true Vi 9. 9 
Which Words were no ſooner pronounced, but they diſarmed him of his Furniture, bound bim to 
Pine- Tree, and laid his Breaſt open; to receive the bloody Stroke of an unrelenting Maiden; Batu > - 
Pity, Meekneſs, Mercy and kind: Lenity lodg'd in the Heart of every Maiden, that none would me os 
in Hand to be the blood Executioner of ſo brave a — At laſt the tyrannous Nebunmaradn gare 5 
ſtrict Command, upon Pain of Death, that Lots ſhould be caſt betwixt the Maids of Juda thut Wu. mes 
there preſent, and to whom the Lot fell, ſheſhould be the fatal Executioner of the condemned Chriſl . 
ian. Zut by chance the Lot fell to Celeftine the King's only Daughter, being the Paragon of Beauty; 
and the faireſt Maid then living in Jeriſulem, in whoſe Heart no ſuch Deed of Cruelty could be bar- bk” 
boured; hor in whoſe Hand no bloody Weapon could be entertained. Inſtead: of Death's fatal Inſtru- 


ment, be ſhot er uid Hog eee the true Meſſenger of Love, and afterwards i 
upp 
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"Long continged be dumb, cating forth many x loving Sigh in the Preferies-of bis Lady, and 
rev arrived 


id the Odurt Af Neluraradan, the King of. Arabia, with the Admiral' or . T4 
upon the Love of Celeſtine, and craving her in the Way of Marriage; but ſhe exempted all their. - 
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f Spring of pitiſu 7 cars, that they may waſh away the Blood of this innocent Knight from the Habitation of 


Lis flained purple Saul. O Juda and Jerufalemy auithin <vhoſe Bojom live @ Wilderneſs of Tiger:, ate 
from Nature's Kind, more cruel than the Hungry arte ee / geri, degeger 


nibals, and more obdurate than untamed Lions; What 


mercileſs Tigers, can anrip that Breaſ? where lives the Image of tr ue Nobility, the very Patron of Knight- 
hood, and the Map of a noble Mind? No, no, before my Hand ſpall be tained auith Chriflian Blood, I will 


Ae Scylla, ſell my Country's Safety, or like Medea, wander with the Golden Fleece to unknown Nations. 


Thus and in ſuch Manner complained the beauteous Celeſine, the King's Daughter of Jeruſalem, 


1 1 5 * Sighs ſtopped the Paſſage of her Speech, and her Tears ſtained the natural Beauty of her Rofie 


| Her Hair which glittered like to golden Wires, ſhe beſmeared in Duſt, and diſrobed herſelf 
of her coſtly Garments, and then with a Train of her Amazonian Ladies went to the King her Father, 
where after a long Suit, ſhe not only obtained his Life, but Liberty, yet therewithal his perpetual Ba- 
niſhment from Jeraſalem, and from all the Borders of Juda, the Want of whole Sight more grieved 
her Heart, than the Loſs of her own Life. So this noble and Praiſe-worthy Ce/eftine returns to the 


Cßbriſlian Champion, that expected every Minute to entertain the Sentence of Death; but his Ex- 


"jan fell out contrary, for the good Lady, after ſhe had ſealed two or three Kiſſes upon his 
cut the Bands that bound his Body to the Tree, into many Pieces, and then with a Flood of 


ſalt Tears, the Motives of true Loie, ſhe thus revealed her Mind. 


; © Moſt noble Koighe and true Champion of Chri/tendom, thy Life and Liberty I have gained; but 
* therewith thy Baniſhment from Jada, which is a Hell of Miſery to my Soul; for in thy Boſom I 
© have built my Happineſs, and in thy Heart I account the Paradiſe of my true Love: Thy firſt 
* Sight andjloyely Countenance did raviſh me; for when theſe Eyes beheld thee mounted on thy 
« -Princely. Falfrey, my Heart burned in Affection towards thee ; therefore, dear Knight, in Reward of 


-* © my Love, be thou wy Champion and for my Sake wear this Ring, with this Poſie engraven in it, 
un Afedion: And fo giving him a Ring from her Finger, and therewith a Kiſs from her Mouth, 
= ſhe departed with a ſorrowful Sigh in Comparfy with her Father, and the reſt of his honourable train 
back to the City of 7eru/alem, being then near the Setting of the Sun. But now St. James the Cham- 

oo our of Spain, having eſcap'd the Danger of Death, and at full Liberty to depart from that unha 


ation, he fell into many Cogitations, one while thinking upen the true Love of Ceigſſine (whoſe 
Name as, yet he was Ignorant of) another while upon the. Cruelty of her Father: Then intend- 


4 8 | * _ into his own Country; but looking back to the Towers of Jeruſalem, his Mind ſud- 


for thither be purpoſed to go, hoping to have the Sight of his Lady and Miſtreſs, 


6 4 and to live in ſome diſguiſed Sort in her Preſence, and be his Lowe's true Champion againſt all. 


Comers. So gathering ſome Black-berries from the Trees, he coloured his Body all over like a black- 
ar moor ; but yet conſidering that his Country Speech would diſcover him, he intended likewiſe 
to continue dumb all the Time of his Refidence in Fera/q/em. I BL 

So all Fhings being ordered according to his Deſire, he took his Journey to the City, wherewith: 


Signs and other Motions of Dumbneſs, he declared his Intent; which, was to be entertained in the 


Court, and to ſpend his Time in the Service of the King; whoſe countenance when the King beheld, 
which: ſeemed of the natural Colour of the Moore, little miſtruſted him to be the Champion whom 
heſore he greatly envied; but accounted him one of the braveſt Indian Knights that ever his Eye be. 
keld.: Therefore he enſtalled him with the Honour of Knighthood, and appointed him to be ope of 
his Guard, and likewiſe his Daughters only Champion. Thus when St. James of Spain ſaw him. 
lf inveſted in that honourable Place, his Soul was raviſhed with ſuch exceeding Joy, that he 


„* * 


ſs but his beloved Ce/eftine. 


tho gha.no Pleaſure comparable to his, no Place of Fils. but the Court of Jr ge a be. 


the Secrets of his Mind: But upon u Mine chere 


not knowing how to 


otions of Love from her chaſte Mind, only building her Thoughts upon the Spaniſh Knight, which 5 
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Dales, by Caves and Dens, and other unknown Paſlages, he arrived at laſt upon the T of h 
bi 9 


nor gnce attempt to Withſtand, but with the Danger 1 85 whole Count. 
cipat Gais theſe following Verſes were engreven. 
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SEVEN CHA MPTON'S'of-CHRISTENDOM. _ 2 
At whoſe melancholy Paſſions her importunate Suitors, the King of Arabia and / the Adwpiral 'of © 
Babylon marvelled ; and therefore intended upon an Evening to preſent her with ſome rare geviſed 
Maſque. So chuſing outfit Conſorts for their courtly Paſtimes, of which Company the King of 
Arabia was: chief, and Leader of the Train; the great Admiral of Babylon was the ſecond, 
and her own Champion, St, James, the third, who was called in the Court by the Name of the 
Dumb Knight : In this Manner the Maſk was performed, | | 

Firſt entered a moſt excellent Conſort of Muſick, after them the aforeſaid Maſquers in Cloath GG 
Gold, moſt curiouſly embrojdered, and danced a Courſe about the Hall; at the End whereof, ' these 
King of Arabia preſented Celaſtine with a coſtly Sword, at the Hilt whereof hung a Silver Globe, 2 
and upon the Point was erected a golden Crown: Then the Muſick ſounded another Courſe, of 
which the Admiral of Babylon was Leader, who preſented her with a Veſture of pure Silk, of the Ca- 
lour of the Rainb&#w, brought in by Diana, Venus and Juno: Which being done, the Mufick ſounded 
the third Time; in which Courſe St. James, tho' unknown, was the Leader of the Dance; who at 
the End thereof, preſented Ce/ezfine with a Garland of ſweet Flowers, which was brought in by the 
three Graces, and put on her Head. Afterwards the Chriftian Champion intending to difcoyer himſeif 
unto his Lady and Mittrefs, took her by the lilly Hand, and led her a ſtately Mori/co Dance, which W * 
no ſooner finiſhed, but he offered her the Diamond-Ring which ſſie gave din t his Departure in te 
Woods; the which ſhe preſently knew by the Poſie, and ſhortly after had Intelligence of his long 
continued Dumbneſs, his counterfeit Colour, his changing of Nature, and the great Danger be put 
himſe'f to for her Sake, which cauſed her with all the Speed ſhe could poſſibly make, to break bf 
Company, and to retire into a Chamber which was hard by, where the fame Evening ſhe had à f 
Ca her true and faithful Lover, and adventurous Champion: And to conclude,” he 
made an Agreement betwixt them, that the ſame Night, unknown. to any in the Court, ſhe bad Fort 
{cm adieu; and by the Light of Cintbia's glittering Beams ftole from her Father's Palace, where, 

Company of none but St. James, ſhe took her Journey towards the Country of Spain. But this" 
ble Knight, by Policy prevented all enſuing Dangers ; for he ſhod his Horſe backyards, whe: 
when they were mifled in the Cou they might be followed the contrary Way. To & 

By this Means eſcaped the two Lovers from the Fury of the Jews, and arrived in Sale, N 
in the City of Cævil, wherein the braye Champion St. James was born; where now We leave chen "ll 
for a Time to their own tontented Minds. Allo paſſing over the Hurley-burley in * for 
the Loſs of Celeſtine, the vain Purſuit of Adventurous Knights, in ſtopping the Potts and Have, 
the preparing of freſh· Horſes to follow them, and the muſtering of Felt Soldiers to purfue theg , 
the frantick Paſſions of the King for his Daughter, the Melancholy Moan of the Admiral of Bf + 
for his Miſtreſs, and the woful Lamentation of the Arabian King for his Lady and Love, we wil: 4 
return to the Adventures of the other W Champions. Sues See” and. 

| D es In 
The terrible Battle betauten St Anthony the Champion af Italy, and the Giant Blanderon n ; 

« wards of his Nirahge Entertainment in the Giant"; A by a Thracian Lady, ani what bappened 313 

him in the ſame Caſtle. | A fi | Hb + dE 


T was at the ſame Time of the Year, when the Earth was newly deck d with. her Sumter I, 4 
very, when the noble and heroical minded Champion St. Antony of Daly, arti vet f Te, 4 
where he ſpent his ſeyen Years Travels, to the Honour of his Country, the Glory of Ge „ And N 
own laſting Memory; For after he had wandered through Woods and Wilderneſſes, by - Hills =. 4 
ys 
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andffeep Mountain, whereon ſtood a wonderful huge and ſtrong Caſtle, which was kept by che 
mighty Giant under che Cope.of Heaven, whoſe puiſſant Force all Thracia could yo! rec 5 
ie” Giant's ee 
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was Plzngeron, his Caſtle of the pureſt Marble-Stone, 
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Within this Caflle lives the Scourge of Kings, = | This moſt inteſtine Giant ill ſurvives: ©" 
A furious Giant, whoſe unconquered Power: | - Let Gmple Paſſengers take Heed in Time, 
The Thracian Monarch into Subjection brin _ | When up this ſteep Mountain they do climb, 

And keeps his Daughters Priſoners in his Power: | But K nights of worth, and men of noble Minds 

Seven Damſels fair this monſtrous Giant k If any chance to travel by this Tower, 


That ſings him Muſick while he nightly fleeps, | That for theſe Maidens Sakes will be ſo kind, 
His Bars of Steel a Thouſand Knights have felt, To try their Strength againſt the Giant's Power, 
Which for theſe Virgins Sakes have loſt their Lives | Shall have aVirgin's Prayer both Day and Night, 

For all the Champions bold tat with him dealt, To proſper them with good ſucceſsful Fight. 


After he had read what was written over the Gate, Deſire of Fame ſo encouraged him, and the 
Thirſt of Honour ſo emboldened his valiant Mind, that he vowed either to redeem thoſe from their 
Servitude, or die with Honour by the Fury of the Giant. So going to the Caſtle-Gate he ſtruck ſo vio- 
lently thereon, with the Pummel of his Sword, that it ſounded like a mighty Thunder-clap ; At which 
- Blanderon ſuddenly ſtarted up (being faſt aſleep cloſe by a Fountain's Side) and came running to the 
Gate, with an Oak-Tree upon his Neck; who, at the Sight of the Lalian Champion, fo nimbly 

_ flouriſhed it above his Head, as if it had been a light Curtle-axe ; and with theſe Words accoſled the 
noble Champion. x 

What Fury hath incen'd thy audacious Mind (proud Knight) thus to adventure thy feeble Force a- 
- gainſt the Violence of my ſtrong Arms? I tell thee, hadſt thou the Strength of Hercu/as, who bore 
— Atlas on, his, Shoulders, or the Policy of Le, by whom the City of Troy was de- 
ſtroyed, or the mighty Xerxes whoſe army drank up the Rivers as paſſed; yet all too feeble, weak 
and impotent to encounter with the mighty Giant Blanderon ; thy Force I eſteem like a Blaſt of wind, 
,and thy Stroaks as a few Drops of Water : Therefore betake thee to thy Weapon, which I compare 
to a Bulruſh ;*for on this Ground will I meaſure out thy Grave, and after caſt thy feeble Palfry, with 
.one of my Hands, headlong down this ſteep Mountain. | "* 

Thus boaſted the vain-glorious Giant of his own Strength. Dyring which Time, the valorous-and 
75 Champion had alighted from his Horſe, where after he had made his humble Supplicatjon to 
Heaven for his good Speed, and committed his Fortune to the imperial Queen of Chance, he ap- 

proached within the Giant's Reach, who with his great Oak ſo himbly beſtirr'd himſelf with vehement 
Nous, that they ſeemed to ſhake the Earth, and to rattle againſt the Wall of the Caſtle, like mighty 
Thunder-claps; and had not the Politick Knight continually skipped from the Fury of his Blows, 
he had been bruiſed as ſmall as Fleſh for the Pot; for every Stroak that the Giant gave, the Root of 
bis Oak entred at leaſt two or three Foot into the Ground. But ſuch was the Wiſdom and Policy of 
A - the worthy Champion, not to withſtand the Force of his Weapon, tili the Giant grew breathleſs, 
and not able, through his Long Labour, to lift the Oak over his Head, and likewiſe the Heat of the 


” ' Sun was ſo intollerable (by Reaſon of the extreme Height of the Mountain, and the mighty Weight 
ol his Iron Coat) that the Sweat of the Giant's Brows ran into his Eyes, and being ſo extreme fat, 
be grew ſo blind, that he could not ſee to combat with him any longer, and as far as he could per - 
: ceive, would have retired or run back again into his own Caftle, but that the /ra/ian Champion with 
a bold courage aſſailed the Giant ſo fiercely, that he was forced to let his Oak fall, and ſtand gaſ- 
ping for Breath; which when this noble Knight beheld, with a freſh Supply, he redoubled his Blows 
— if couragiouſly, that they battered on the Giant's Armour like a Shower of Winters Hail, whereby 
Blaulerem was at laſt compel'ed to ask the Champion Mercy, and to crave at his Hand ſome Time to 
breath, but his Demand was in vain; for the'yaliant Knight ſuppoſed now or never to obtain the 
Honour of the Day, and therefore reſted not his weary Arms, but redoubled Blow after Blow, till the 
Giant for want of Breath and through the Anguiſh of his deep guaſhed Wounds, was forced to bid 
mme World adieu, and to yield the Riches. of his Caſtle to the moſt renowned Conqueror St. nene, 
the Champion of 7raly : But by the Time that the long and dangerous Encounter * 
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SEVEN CHAMPIONS of CHRISTENDOM. 23 
Giant Blanderon's Head diſſected from his Body, the Sun ſat mounted on the higheſt Part of he 
Elements, which cauſed the Day to be extream hot and ſultry, the Champion's Armour ſo ſcalded 
him, that he was conſtrained to unbrace his Corſlet, and to lay aſide his Burgonet, and to caſt his 
Body on the cold Earth, only to mitigate his extream Heat: But ſuch was the unnatural Coolneſs of 
the Earth, and ſo unkind to his over-wearied Body, that the melted Grace of his inward Parts was 
fuddenly cooled, whereby his Body received ſuch an unnatural Diſtemper, that the Vapours of the 
Earth ſtruck preſently to kis Heart, by which his Vital Air of Life was excluded, and his Body 
without Senſe = Motion ; where in the Mercy of pale Death, he lay bereaved of Feeling for the 
ce of ar. Hour, . | | 
rag which Time the ſair Ro/alinda (one of the Daughters of the Thracian King, — or 2 
Priſoner in the Caſtle) by chance looked over the Walls, and eſpied the Body of the Giant headleſs, 
under whoſe Subje&ion -ſhe had continued in great Servitude for the Space of ſeven Months; like- 
wiſe by him a Knight unarmed, as ſhe thought panting for Breath, which the Lady judged to be 
the Knight who ſlain the Giant Blanderon, and the Man by whom her Delivery was recovered; 
| ſhe preſently deſcended the Walls of the Caſtle, and ran with all Speed to the adventurous Champion, 
which ſhe found dead: But yet being nothing diſcouraged of his Recovery, feeling as yet the warm 
Blood in every Member, retired back, with al Speed to the Caſtle, and fetcht a Box of precious Balm, 
the whom the Giant was wont to pour into his Wounds after his Encounter with any Knight, with 
which Balm this courteous Lady rubbed every Part of the breathleſs Champion's Body ; one while 
waſhing his tif Limbs with her ſalt Tears, the which like Pearls fell from her Eyes; another while 
drying them with Treſſes of her golden Hair, which hung dangling in the Wind; then rubbing 
his lifeleſs Body again with a Balm of a contrary Nature; but yet no Sign of Life could ſhe eſpy in 
the dead Knight, which cauſed her to deſpair of all Hope of his Recovery: Therefore like a loving, 
meek and kind Lady, conſidering he had loſt his Life for her ſake, ſhe intended to bear Him Compa- 
ny in Death, and with her own Hands to finiſh her Days, and to die upon his Breaſt, as Thifbe died - 
— the Breaſt of her true Piramis ; Therefore as the Swan ſings a while before her Death, ſo this 
orrowful Lady warbled forth this Swan-like Song over the Body of the noble Champion. 


. 
. 


Muſes come mourn with doleful Melody, Farewel, fair Woods, where fing the Nightingale? 
Kind ſylvan Nymphs that fit in roſie Bowers; Farewel fair Fields, where feed the light-foot by 
With brackiſh Tears come mix your Harmony, Parewel you Groves, you Hills and flowery Dales, 
To weep with me both Minutes, Days and Hours. But fare you ill, the Cauſe of all my Woes. © , * 
A heavy, fad and Swan-like on fog L 3 A heavy, fad and Swan-like Song ſing I, G. 
To eaſe oy Heart a while before . Ge. Ring out my Wrath, you hollow Caves of Stone,: - 
Dead is the Knight for whom I live and die. Ye Birds and Beaſts with all things on the Sund, 
Dead is the Knight which for my Sake is ſlain : Ye ſenſeleſs Trees be aſſiſtant to Mean. 
Dead is the Knight for whom my careful Cry, That up to Heaven my Sorrowg:ltlay reſound. -.': * 
With wounded Soul for «vcr ſhall complain. A heavy, ſad and Swan like Song ſing I, Gr. 
AN 11. 9 Song ling I, G. Let all the Towns of Thrace ring ddt my Knell. 


Il lay my Breaſt upon a ſilxer Stream, - And write in Leaves of Braſs what I have ſaid ;; 
And ſwim in EIA s Milly Fields; + That after-Ages may remember well, 2 
There in Ambroſia PI fing a Theam, How Reoſalinds liv'd and dy'd a Mae. 

Of all the woful Sighs my Sorrows yield. A heavy, ſad and Swan-like Song fing J. | 
A heavy, ſad and Swan-hke Song ſing I, &c. To eaſe my Heart a while before I die. 

This woful Ditty was no ſooner ended, but the deſperate Lady unſheathed the Champion's Sword, - 
which was yet all 8 with the Giant's Blood, and being at the very Point te enrente her in- 
tended Tragedy, and the ſharp pointed Weapon directly againſt her Ivory he heard the diſ- 
trefled Knight give a grievous and terrible Groan, whereat the to her remorſleſs Hand, and with 
more Diſcretion tendered ber on Safety ; for * Time the where with the GEE Us 
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Body, by wonderful Operation, recovered the dead Champion ; mſomych, that after ſome few-Gaſps 
and deadly Sighs, he raiſed up his ſtiff Limbs from the cofd Earth, where like one caſt into a France, 
he gazed up and down the Mountain; but at laſt, having recovered his loſt Senſes, he eſpied the 
Thracian Damſel, ſtanding by, not able to ſpeak one Word, her Joy was ſo great ; but, after ſome 
Continuance of Time, he revealed to her the Manner of his dangerous Encounter and ſucceſsfi 
Viftory, and ſhe the Cauſe of his Recovery, and her intended Tragedy. Where after many kin 
Salutations, ſhe court-ouſly took him by the Hand, and led him into the Caſtle ; where for that Night 
ſhe lodg'd his weary Limbs in an eaſy Bed, ſtuffed with. Turtle-feathers, and ſofteſt 'Thiſtle-Down : | 
The Chamber where he lay had as many Windows as there were Months in the Year, and as ma- 
ny Doors as there are Quarters in the Year ; and to deſcribe the curious Archite&ure, and the artifi- 
cial Workmanſhip of the Palace, would be too tedious, and a work without End. | 7 
But to be ſhort, the noble minded Knight ſlept ſoundly after his dangerous Battle without the 
leaſt Miſtruſt of Treaſon or rebellious © ogitations, till golden Pæbus bad him good Morrow. 
Then ning out of his flothful Bed he attired himſelf, not in his wonted Habiliments of War, but 
in purple Garments, according to the Time of Peace, and ſo intended to view the Rarities of : 
the Caſtle ; But the Lady Roſalinda, all the Morning. was buſicd in looking to his Horſe, preparin 
Delicacies for his Repaſt, and in making a Fire againſt his Upriſing, where after he had refreſh' 
his Body with a dainty Banquet, and drunk two or three Bowls of Gree/i;> Wine, he, by the Coun- 
ſel of Reſalinda, ſtripped the Giant of his Iron Furniture, and left his naked Body upon a Rock, to 
be devoured by Ravens; which being done, the Thracian Virgin ſhewed all the Caſtle to the adventu- 
rous Champion: Firſt, ſhe. led him to a leaden Tower, where hung an hundred well approved Corſ- 
lets, with otner martial Furniture, which were the Spoils of the Knights that he had vio'ently-ſlain : 
After that ſhe brought him to a Stable, wherein ſtood an hundred pamper'd Jades, which daily fed 
upon nothing but human Fleſh ; againſt it was directly placed the Giant's own Lodging, his Bed was 
of Tron, corded with great Bars of Steel, the Teſter and Covering of carved Braſs, the Curtains were 
of Leaves of Gold, and the reſt of a ſtrange and wonderful Subſtance. the Colour of the Element: 
Aſter which ſhe led him to a broad Pond of Water, more clear than Quickſilver, the Streams *where- 
ef lay continually as ſmooth as Chryſtal, whereon ſwam Tix Milk-white Swans with Crowns of 
Gold about their Necks. 1 * | n | 
O here (faid the Thracian Lady) begins the Hell of my Grief. At which Words a Shower of pearl- 
ed Tears ran from the Conduits of her Eyes, that for a Time they ſtayed the Paſſage of her Tongue: 
= * having diſcharged her Heart of a few ſorrowful Sighs, ſhe began in this Manner to tell her Mis- 
ortunes. 0 1288 | * — 
Theſe fix Milk-white Swans, moſt beautiful Knight, that you hehold ſwimming in this River 
{quoth the Lady Re/a#nda) are my natural Siſters both by Birth and Blood, and all vs gee to the 
King of Thrace, being now Governor of this unhappy Country ; and the Beginning of ,our. Impri- 
ſonment began in this unfortunate Manner: 3, <eY 30) pol 
The King, my Father, ordained a ſolemn Hunting to be held throughout the Land, in which ho- 
, - nourable Paſtime, myſelf, in Company of my fix Siſters, was preſent; but in the Middle of our 
Sports, when the Lords of Thracia were in Chace of a mighty Lioneſs, the Heavens ſuddenly began 
to lowr, the. Firmaments overcaſt, and a general Darkneſs overſpread the Face of the whole Earth ; 
then aroſe füch a mighty Storm of Lightning and Thunder, as tho* Heaven and Earth had met to- 
gether; by which our lordly Troops of Knights and Barons were ſeparated one from another, and 
the poor Ladies forc'd to ſeek for Shelter under the Bottom of this high, and ſteepy Mountain; where 
when this cruel Giant Blauderon eſpied us, as he walk'd-upon his Battlements, he ſucdenly deſcended 
the Mountain, and fetched us all up under his Arms into the Caſtle, where ever ſince we have lived 
— great — And for the wonderful Transformation of my fix Siſters, it came 10 pass a8 
Z loweth. | | | , 18 | . 
Opon a Time the Giant being overcharg'd with Wine, grew enamour'd on our 1 * 
* 2 
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SEVEN CHAMPIONS f CHRISTENDOM. © 2 * 
ad deſired much to enjoy the Pleaſure of our Vir aides; our excellent Gifts of Nature ſo en- 
ect his Mind with Luſt, that he would haye . us every one to ſatisfy his finful Deſires, he 
took my ſix Siſters one by one into his Lodging, thinking to deflower them, but their earneſt Prayers 
ſo prevailed in the Sight of God, that he preſerved their Chaſtities by a moſt ſtrange and wonderful 
iracle, and turn'd their comely Bodies into the Shape of Milk-white Swans, even in the ſame orm 
as you ſee them ſwimming here, So when this monſtrous Giant ſaw that his Intent was croſt, and 
how there was none left behind to ſupply his Want, but my unfortunate ſelf, he reſtrained his filthy 
Luſt, not violating my Honour with any Stain of Infamy, but kept me ever ſince a moſt pure Virgin, 
only with ſweet inſpiring Muſick to bring him to his Sleep. ee th 
Thus have you heard (moſt noble Knight) a true Diſcovery of my moſt unhappy Fortunes, and 
the wonderful Transformation of my fix Siſters, whoſe Loſs to this Day is greatly lamented through- 
f out all Thracia : And with that Word ſhe made an End of her tragical Diſcourſe, not able to wter 
the reſt for weeping : Whereat the Knight being oppreſſed then with like Sorrow, embraced her 
4 about the ſlender Waiſt, and kindly began to comfort her. «OE... | 
; | Moſt dear and kind Lady, within whoſe Countenance I ſee how Virtue is enthroned, and in whoſe Mind 
* lives true Magnanimity; let theſe few Words ſuffice to comfort thy forrowful Cogitations : Fuſt, think 
that the Heavens are moſt beneficial unto thee, in preſerving thy Chaſtity from the Giant's inſatiate 
Deſires: Then for thy Delivery by my Means from thy laviſh Servitude : Thirdly and laſtly, that 
thou remaining in thy natural Shape and Likeneſs, may live to be the Means of thy Siſter's Trans- 
formation: Therefore dry up theſe chryſtal pearled Tears, and bid thy long continued Sorrows adieu: 
for Grief is Companion with Deſpair, .and Deſpair a Procurer of infamous Death. 
Thus the woful Thacian Lady was comforted by the noble Chriſtian Champion, where after a few . 
kind Greetings, they intended to travel to her Father's Court, there to relate what happened. to her- 
Siſters in the Caſtle ; likewiſe the Giant's Death, and her own ſafe Delivery, by the illuſtrious Y 
Froweſs of-the Chriſtian Knight. So taking the Keys of the. Caſtle, which were of a wonderful 
Weight, they lock'd up the Gates, and paced Hand in Hand down the ſteep Mountain, till they ap- 
proach'd the Thracian Court, which was diſtant from the Caſtle ſome ten Miles; but by the Time 
they had a Sight of the Palace, the Sun wandered to the under World, and the Light of Heaven 
ſat muffled up in Clouds of Pitch, the which not a little diſcontented the weary. Travellers: But at 
laſt coming to her Father's Gates, they heard a ſolemn Sound of Bells, ringing the funeral Knelt of 
ſome noble State! The Cauſe of which ringing they demanded of the Porter; who in this Manner . 
expreſſed the Truth of the Matter unto them: N e 
Fair Lady, and -mof{ renowned Knight, (ſaid the Porter) for-ſo you ſeem both by your Speeches and t 
nourable Demands, the Cauſe of this Ringing is for the Loſt of the King's ſeven Daughters ; ib Muster, 
F which Bells are ſeven, called after the Names of the ſeuen Prinoeſſts, which never yet have d br. 
® doleful Melody, fince the Departure of the unhappy Ladies, nor ever muſt, until joyful News d nf 
their ſafe Return. ' - . FF FOE 312 S971 r 
ne their Taſks are ended (ſaid the noble minded Roſalinda) for aue bring happy News of thayfa a 7 
Princeſſes Abiding. At which Words the Porter was raviſh'd with Joy, and in all Haſte ran 


— 


Steeple, and cauied the Bells to ceaſe, whereat, the King of Thracia, being at his royal. Supper, og 3 
hearing the Bells to ceaſe their wonted Melody, ſuddenly Started up ſrom his princely Seat, andalike* 


* 
2 Man amazed ran to the Palace Gate, whereat he found his Daughter Ry/alinda, in Company dex 
ſtrange Knight, which when he d. his Joy ſo abounded, that he ſwooned in her Boſom : But he- 
ing recovered. to lis former Senſe, he brought them up to his princely Hall, where their Entertainments 4M 
were. ſ0-honourable and ſo gracious in the Eyes of the whole Court, that it would be too tedious 5 * 
long to deſcribe : But their Joy continued but a ſhort Time; for it was daſht witl'Rgja/inda's tragi- 
eal Diſcoarſe ; for the good old King when he heard of his Daughters Transformation, and how = FW 
lived in the Shape of Milk-white Swans, he rent his Locks of ſilver Hair, which Time had dyek 
with the Pledge of Wiflom : His rich W I Garments he tore in many Pieces, and clad 17 * 
IE 2 „ Links 
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28 | be Famous HISTORY of the _— 
Limbs in a diſmal black and fable Mantle as diſcontented then as the woful King of Troy, whel 
he beheld his own Son dragged by the Hair of the Head up and down the Streets: Alſo he com- 
manded that his Knights and adventurous.Champions, inſtead of glittering Armour, ſhould wear the 
Weeds of Death more black in Hue than Winter's darkeſt Nights; and all the courtly Ladies and 
gallant Thracian Maidens, inſtead of ſilken Veſtments, he commanded them to wear both heavy, ſad, 
and melancholy Ornaments, and even as to a ſolemn Funeral to attend him to the Giant's Caſtle, and 
there obſequiouſly to offer up unto the angry Deſtinies many a bitter Sigh and Tear, in Remembrance 


of his transformed Daughters: Which Decree of the ſorrowful Thracian King was performed with 
all convenient Speed; for the next Morning no ſooner had Phebus caſt his Beauty into the Kings 


% 
4 
F 


Bed-chamber , but he apparalled himſelf in Mourning Garments, and in Company of his melancholy 
Train, ſet forward to his woful Pilgtimage. But here we muſt not forget the princely- minded Cham- 
pion of Italy, nor the noble minded Ro/alinda, who at the King's Departure towards the Caſtle, cra- 
ved Leave to ſtay behind, and not ſo ſuddenly to begin new Travels ; whereunto the King quickly 
condeſcended, conſidering their late Journey the Evening before: So taking the Keys of the Caſtle from 


the Champion, he bad his Palace adieu, and committed his Fortune to his ſorrowful Journey; where 


we leave him in a World of diſcontented Paſſions, and a while diſcourſe of what happened to the 
Chriſtian Champion and his beloved Lady ; for by the Time-the Sun had thrice meaſured the World 
with his reltleſs Steeds, and thrice his Siſter Luna had wander'd to the Weſt, the noble Italian Knight 
grew weary of his long continued Reſt, and thought it a great Diſhonour and a Scandal to his valiant: 

by Mind, to remain where nought but Chamber-ſports were reſident, and defir'd rather to. abide in a 
Court that entertained the doleful Murmuring of Tragedies, or where the joyful Sound of Drums 
and Trumpets.ſhould be heard: Therefore he took Reſalinda by the Hand, being then in great Sorrow 
for Want of* her Father, to whom the noble Knight in this Manner expreſſed his ſecret Intent. | 
My moſt divnted Lady and Miſtreſs (ſaid the Champion) a ſecond Dido for thy Love, a Stain to Venus 
for thy Beauty, Penelope's Equal for Conflancy, and for Chaſtity the Wonder of all Maids; the faithful 


Love that bitherto ] have found ſince my Arrival, for ever ſhall be Srined in my Heart, and * all 
I fland * 


Ladies under the Cope of Heaven, thou ſhalt live and die my Love's true Goddeſs ; and for thy Sake 
as n Champion againſt all the Knights in the World, but to impair the Honour of my Knight-hood, and to 
Fer like a Carpet-dancer in the Laps of Ladies, I will not; the 1 can tune a Lute in a-Prince's Chamber, 


* J cam found a fierce Alarm in the Field; Honour calls me forth, dear Roſalinda, and Fame intends to 


buckle on my Armour, which now lies ruſting in the idle Court þ Thrace. Therefore 1 am confirained 
8 moſt unwilling ) to leave the comfortable Sight 4 thy Beauty, and commit my Fortune to a longer 
ravel ; but I proteſi whersſoever I come, or in what Region ſoever I be harbour d, there will J main- 


© tain to the Loſs of my Life, that beth to thy Love, Conflancy, Beauty and Chaſljty you ſurpaſs all Danes 

alive, and with this Promiſe, my moſt divine Roſalinda, I bid thee farewel. But before the honoura- 

+. ble-minded Champion could finiſh what he purpoſed to utter, the Lady being wounded inwardly with # 
" extream Grief, and not able to keep Silence any longer, but with Tears falling from her Eyes, 


broke off his Speech in this Manner. | X 
Sir Knight (ſaid ſhe) by whom my Liberty hath been obtained, the Name of Lady and Mi reſi wherewith 

you enitle me, is too high and proud a Name, but rather call me Hand-maid or ſervile,Slave ; for on t 
noble Perſon will I evermore attend: It is not Thrace” can harbour me when you are abſent, and before 1 


| forſake thy Company and kind Fellowſhip, Heaven ſhall be ns Heaven, the Sea no Sea, the Earth no Earth; © 


but if thou pro veſt unconſlant, as Ninas was to Scilla, wwho for bis Sake flole her Father's purple Hair, aubere- 
en ed the Safety of his Country, or like wandering for/ake the Bpeen of Carthage; theſe ten- 
der and foft Hands of mine ſhall never be unclaſped, but hang upon thy Horſe's Bridle till my Buy, like The- 
ſeus's Son, be daſbt aſunder againſt hard flinty Stones: Therefore forſake me not, dear Knight of Chriſtendom ; 
if ever Camina proved true to herSinatus,. or Alſome to her ; Roſalinda vill be as true to thee :. 


So evith this plighted Promiſe, {be caught him faſt about his Neck, from «vhence ſbe would nat * s | 
* . 1 Wy" 4 4 | | * Y . 4 . 
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ands till be had wowed by the Honour of true Chivalry, to make ber ſole Companion and only Partzer 
3 ——— 2 ſo in this Order it was accompliſted, Sy FEA 2 * 
vin h agreed, ſhe was moſt nicel ea Page in 
. — with a ſilk Liſt, artificially wrought with curious — that ſhe might tra- 
vel without Suſpicion or Blemiſh of Honour: Her Rapier was a Turkif6 Blade, and her Pomard of 
5 fineſt Faſhion, - which ſhe wore at her Back, tied with an Orange-tawny coloured Scarf, beauti- 
fed with Taſſels of unknown Silk ; her Buskins of the ſmootheſt Kids Skins; her $ To f the pu- 
reſt Lydian Steel, in which when the noble and Beautiful Lady was attired, ſhe ſeem tature tice 
the God of Love, when he ſat dandling upon Dide's Lap, or rather Ganimede, Love's Minion or Adonis, 
when Venus ſhewed her White Skin to entrap his Eyes to her unchaſte Deſires. 

But to be brief, all Things being in a Readineſs for their Departure from Thrace, this famous and 
worthy Knight mounted on his eager Steed, and the magnanimous Reſalinda on her gent e 3 
in Pace more eaſy than the winged Winds, or a Cock. boat floating upon Chryſtal Streams, bo 

bad adieu to the Country of Thraeia, and committed their Journey to the Queen * Chance : Thee: 
; fore ſmile Heaven, and guide them with a moſt happy Star, until they arrive where their Souls do 
| moſt defire : The braveſt and boldeſt Knight that ever wandred by the Way, and the moſt lovely La- 
\ dy that ever Eye beheld. 
| ſn whoſe Travels I muſt leave them for a Seaſon, and ſpeak of the Thracian Mourners, which by 
| this Time had watered the Earth with Abundance of ceremonious Tears, and made the Elements true 
Witneſſes of their ſad Lamentations, as 2 3 in the next Chapter. a 
C V 
How St. Andrew the Champion of Scotland, travelled into a Vale of walking Spirits z. and bow be 
was ſet at Liberty by a going Fire; alſo bis Journey into Thracia, where be recovered thg Six Ladies © 
to their natural Shapes, that had lived ſeven Years in the Likengf of Milk-white Sw b other 
Aceidents that befel this moſt Noble Champion. A 
O W of the honourable Adventures of St. Audrexo; the famous Champion of a 4 
I diſcourſe, whole ſeven Years Travels were as Strange as any of the other Champlotiss for” | 
after he had departed from the brazen Pillar as you heard in the Beginning of the Hiſtory, he Wei. 
led through many a ſtrange and unknown Nation beyond the Circuit of the Sun, where but ohe'! 
Time in the Year he ſhews bis brightſome Beams, but continual Darknefs overſpreads the whole 
Country, and there lives a Kind of People that have Heads like Dogs, that in Extremity of Hun 
devour one another, from-which People this noble Champion was ſtrangely delivered, where after 
had wandred ſome certain Days, neither ſeeing the gladſome Brightneſs o of the Sun, nor the — 
able Coutenance of the Moon, hut only gude 8 Planets of the Elements; he happened 3 
a Vale of walking 8 — which he ſuppoſed to be the _ Dungeon of burning Acheron ; then her... 
= heard the blowing of unſeen Fires, boiling of Furnaces, Armour, trampelling of Horſes, *- 
| gingling g of Chains, lumbering of Tron, roaring of Spirits, nts ſuch like horrid Noiſes, * = 
Scortiſþ Champion almoſt at his Wits End. But yet having an undaunted 
Fear, he — made his Supplication to Heaven, chat God would deliver him from that d 7 oa doh 
ted Place of Terror, and preſently as the Champion kneeled down upon the barren Ground (whereen 
neither Herb, Flower, Graſs nor any other green Thing) he beheld a certain Flame of Fire, 
; up and down before bim, Sr beser ind into ſuch an Extaſie of Fear, that he ſtood for a 
Tine amazed, whether it was beſt to or ſtand till; But yet recovering his Senſes, he re- 
membred himſelf, how he had read in Times of a going Fire, called Ig, Fatuas, the Fire r. 
| I; by ſome Will with the Nip, or Will with the Lanthorn ; and likeryifs by ſome arte 


ountry. People, The fair Maid of Ireland, which commonly uſed to lead A 1 dt 
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of their Way; the like Imaginations entered the Champion's Mind. 80 3 arte rt] 
his own Conceits, and cheering up his dull Senſes, late e | 
* the going Fire, —_ ſo juitly went before him, that Time the Guider @ the 5 = 
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30 | The Famous HISTORY F the 4 
climbed twelve Degrees into the Zodiack, he was ſafely delivered from the Vale of walking Spirits 
by the Direction of the going Fire. | N \ 

Now began the Sun to dance about the Firmament, which he had not ſeen in many Months before, 
whereat his dull Senſes were much rejoyced, being long covered before with Darkneſs, that every Step 
he rode was as Pleaſureable, as though he had walked in a Garden bedeckt with all kinds of fra 


Flowers: 


At laſt without any Further Moleftation, he arrived within the Territories of Thracia, a country 


as you have heard in the former Chapter, adorn'd with the Beauty of many fair Woods and Foreſts, 
through which he travelled with Small Reſt and leſs Sleep, till he came to the Foot of the Moun- 
tain, whereupon ſtood the Caitle wherein the Woful King of Thracia, in Company of his ſorrow- 
ful Subjects, ſtill lamented the unhappy Deſtinies of his fix Daughters turned into Swans, having 
Crowns of Gold about their Necks ; when the valiant Champion St. Azdrew beheld the lofty Si- 
tuation of the Caſtle and the invincible Strength it ſeemed to be off, he expected ſome ſtrange Ad- 
venture to befal him in the ſaid Caſtle ; So pong his Sword in Readineſs, and buckling cloſe his 
Armour, which was as a Shirt of Silver-Mail for Lightneſs in Travel, he climbed the Mountain, 
whereon he eſpied the Giant, lying upon a craggy Rock, with his Limbs and Members all rent and torn 
by the Fury of hunger-ſtarved Fowls ; Which loathſome Spectacle was no little Wonder to the worthy 
Champion, conſidering the mighty Stature and Bigneſs of the Giant; Where leaving his putrified Bo 
dy to the Winds, he approached the Gates ; and after he had read the Superſcription over the ſame, 
without any interruption, entered the Caftle, whence he expected a fierce Encounter from ſome Knight 
that would have defended the Same, but all things fell out contrary to his Imagination ; for after he had 
found many a ſtrange Novelty and hidden Secret cloſed in the ſame, he chanced at laft to come where 
the Trachians duly obſerved their ceremonious Mournings, which in this Order was daily performed ; 
firſt upon Sundays, which in that Country is the firſt Day of the Week, all the Thracians attired them- 
ſelves after the Manner of Bacchus's Prieſts, and burned perfumed Incenſe, with ſweet Arabian Fran- 
kincenſe, upon a Religious Shrine, which they offered to the Sun as chief Governor of that Day, 
thinking thereby to appeaſe the angry Deſtinies, and to recover the unhappy Ladies to their former 
Shapes; Upon Mondays clad in Garments after the Silvans, a Colour like the Waves of the Sea, 
they offered up their Tears to the Moon, being the Guider and Miſtreſs of that Day; Upon Tue/days 
like Soldiers trailing their Banners in the Duſt, and Drums beating ſad and doleful Melody, in Sign 
of Diſcontent they committed their Proceedings to the Pleaſure of Man, being Ruler and Guider of 
that Day; Upon Feane/days, like Scholars unto Mercury; Upon Thurſdays, like Potentates to Love; 
Jpon Fridays, like Lovers with ſweet-ſounding Muſick to Venus: And upon Saturdays, like manual 
Prefeflors, to the angry and diſcontented Saturn. ou sf * 
Thus the woful Thracian King, and his Sorrowful Subjects conſumed ſeven Months away, one while 
accurſing Fortune of Deſpite, another while the Heavens of Injuſtice; the one for his Childrens 
Tfansformations, the other for their long limited Puniſhments. But when the Scortiſb Champion heard 
what bitter Moans the Thracians made about the River, he demanded the Cauſe, and to what Purpoſe 
they obſerved ſuch Ceremonies, contemning the Majeſty of Jehova, and only worſhipping but out- 
ward and, vain Gods, to whom the King after a few ſad Tears ſtrained from the Conduits of his aged 
Eyes, replied in this Manner. | | | 

you defire to know the Cauſe 75 our continuai Grief, Prepare your Ears to bear a Tragiel and woful Tale, 
*wherat methinks ¶ ſee the Elements begin ta mourn, and cover their azure Countenance with ſable Clouds 
Theſe Milk-white Swans you ſee, whoſe Necks are beautified with Golden Crowns are my fix natural 
Daughters, transformed into this Swan- like Subſtance, by the Appointment of the Gods; For of late 
this Caſtle was kept by a cruel Giant, named B/anderon, who by Violence would have raviſhed them, 


but the Heavens to preſerve their Chaſtities, prevented his luſtful Deſire, and transformed their beauti - 


ful Bodies to theſe Milk-white Swans; And now ſeven Years the cheerful Spring hath renewed the 
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Moft noble Knight, for ſo you ſeem by your Geſture and other outward Appearances, (quoth the King) JF 
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SEVEN CHAMPIONS of CHRISTEN DOM. 
Earth with a Summer's Livery, and ſeven times the nipping Winter-Froſts, have bereaved the Trees 
of Leaf and Bud, fince firſt my Daughters loſt their Virgin-Shapes : Seven Summers have —5 
ſwam upon the chryſtal Streams, where, inſtead of rich Attire and embroidered Veltments, their 
ſmooth ſilver coloured Feathers adorn their comely Bodies: Princely Palaces wherein they were wont 
like tripping Sea-Nymphs to dance their Meaſures up and down, are now _— into cold 
Streams of Water, wherein their chiefeſt Melody is the Murmuring of cold liquid Bubbles, and 
3 joyful Pleaſure to hear the Harmony of humming Bees, which ſome Poets call the Muſes 

irds. 

Thus have you heard (moſt worthy Knight) the woful Tragedy of my Daughters, for whoſe Sakes 
Iwill ſpend the Remnant of- my Days heavily, complaining of their long appointed Puniſhments, 
about the Banks of this unhappy River. Which ſad Diſcourſe was no ſooner ended, but the Scattiſb 
Knight replied, to the Comfort and great Joy of the Company. | 
 Moft noble King (quoth the Champion) your heavy and dolorous Diſcourſe hath confirained my Heart 
to a wonderful Compaſſion, and compelled my very Soul to rue your Daugbters Miſeries. But yet a greater 


Grief and deeper Sorrow than that, hath taken Poſſe ion of my Breaft, 2 my Eyes have been Mit- 
nefſes, and my Ears unhappy Hearers of your Miſbelief, I mean your unch. iſ tan Fai'h ; for 1 ba ve ſeen fince 


my firſt Arrival into this ſame Caſile, your prophane and vain Worſhip of firange and falſe Gods z as of 


Phoebus, Luna, Mars, Mercury, and ſuch like poetica! Names, which the Majefly of high Jehova u- 
terly contemns. But magnificent Governor of Thrace, if you ſeek to recover your Daughters by humble 
Prayer, and to obtain your Soul's Content by true Tears you muſt aband:- all ſuch vain Ceremonies, and 
with true Humility believe in the Chriſtiqus God, which is the Ged of. Wonders, and chief C:mmander of 
the rouling Elements, in whoſe Quarrel this unconguer A, and this undaunted Heart of mine ſhall fight. 
And now be it knewn to thee, great King of Thrace, that 1 am a Chriſtian Champion by Birth a Knight 
of Scotland, bearing my Country's Arms ( for indeed thereunto he bore a fil ver Croſs jet in blue Silk) and 
therefore in the Honour of Chriſtendom, I challenge forth the proudeſi Knight at Arms, againſt whom 1 will 
maintain that our God is the true God, and the re fantaſtical and vain Ceremonies. Vp: 
Which unexpected Challenge ſo daunted the Thracian Champions, that they ſtood amaz'd for a 
Time, gazing upon one another like Men dropt from the Clouds: But at laſt conſulting together, how 


the Challenge of the ſtrange Knight was to the Diſhonour of · their Country, and utter Scandal to all 


Knightly Dignity, they with one Conſent craved Leave of the King to take the Challenge, who as 
willingly condeſcended as th | 
next Morning following by the King's Command, upon a large and plain Meadow cloſe by: the Ri- 
ver's Side, whereon the fix dwans were ſwimming : Whereupon after the Chriſtian Champion had caſt 
down his ſteely Gauntlet,” and the Thracian Knight had accepted thereof, every one departed 


that Night, the Challenger to ide Eaſt-fide of the Caſtle to his Lodging, and the Defendants to he 
Weſt, where they ſlept quietly tin che next Morning, who by the Break of Day were waken'd. by 

„ 
of God for the Conqueſt and Victory, till the m Beauty chaſed 


ully opened, but 
i traced his . ji 


Herald of Arms : But 
but buſied himſelf in trimming his 
praying to the divine Majefty 
away the Darkneſs of the Night: And no ſooner were the Windows of the Day 
the valiant and - noble-minded Champion entered the Liſt, where the King, in Company 
cian Lords, was preſent to behold the Combat: But after St. Andrew had twice or thr 


| the paſt Night, our Scotzi/o Knight never entertained one Notion. of 
Horte buckling on his Armour, lacing on his Burgonet, 


Gold, whoſe Poeſie was thus written in Silver Letters. This Day a Martyr or 4 Congueror, : Theu- 
— a, Knight in exceeding bright Armour, mounted upon a Courſer as white as the northern Snow, 
Yate Bonar) 


Thradſ had the Foil, and with Diſgrace departed the Liſts. Then ſecondly enter'd anaher Koight 


in Armgur varniſh'd with green Varniſh, his Steed the Colour of an Iron- grey; who likewiſe Was 


— 


repulſed, by/the worthy Chriſtian, Thirdly, entered a Knight in a. black Corſlet, mounted on a 
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demanded. So both Time and Place was appointed, which was the 
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Horſe up and down the Liſts, bravely flouriſhing his Lance, at the Top whereof hung à Pendant. of 


on was of the Colour of the Elements, betwixt whom was a fierce Encounter: But the 


big- | | 
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Des bone Palfrey, covered with a Vail of ſable Silk, in his Hand he bore a Lance nailed round with 
_ Plates of Steel; which Knight amongſt the 7hracians was accounted the ſtrongeſt in the World, ex ;, 
cept thoſe Giants that deſcended from a moſtruous Lineage: No ſooner encountered theſe Champions, 

18 t their Lances fhiver'd aſunder, and flew ſo violently in the Air, that it much amazed the Beholders : 
Then they alighted from their Steeds, and ſo valiantly beſtirred themſelves with their keen 
Falchions, that the fiery Sparks flew ſo fierce from theſe noble Champions ſteely Helmets, as from ah 
Iron Anvil: But the Combat endured not very long, before the moſt hardy Scottiſeę Knight eſpied art. 
Advantage, wherein he might ſhew his matchleſs Fortitude; whereupon he ſtruck ſuch a mighty Blow 
on the Thracien's Burgonet, that it cleaved his Head juſt down to his Shoulders: Whereat the King 
N ſtarted from his Seat, and with a wrathful Countenance threatned the Champion's Death in 

Manner. | 
Proud Chriftian (ſaid the King) thou ſhalt repent his Death, and curſe the Time that ever thou cameſt 

1% Thracia; bis Blood we will revenge on thy Head, and requite thy committed Cruelty with a ſudden 
Death: And ſo in Company of an hundred armed Knights, he encompaſſed the Scettiſo Champion, 


— by Multitudes to murder him But when the valiant Knight St. Andrew ſaw how he was 


| ſuppreſt y Treachery, and environed with mighty Troops, he called to Heaven for Succour, and 
animated himſelf with theſe Words of Encouragement, Now for the Honour of Chriſtendom, This 
Day a Martyr er a Congueror : And withal he ſo valiantly behaved himſelf with his Curtle-axe, that 
he made Lanes of Murthered Men, and felled them down by Multitudes, like as the Harveſt-men 
| doth mow down Ears of ripen'd Corn; whereby they fell before his Face like Leaves from Trees, 
when the Summer's Pride declines her Glory, So at the laſt, after much Blood ſhed, the Thracian 
'King was compelled to yield to the —— Mercy, who ſwore him, for the Safety of 
bis Life, to forſake his profane Religion, and become a Chriſtian, whoſe living true God the Thracian 
King vowed for ever more to worſhip, and thereupon he kiſs'd the Champion's Sword. 0 
> This Converfion of the Pagan King ſo pleaſed the Majefty of God, that he preſently put an End 
dq his Daughters Puniſhments, and turned the Ladies to their former Shapes. But when the King 
© "beheld their ſmooth Feathers, which were as white as Lillies, exchang'd to natural Fairneſs, and their 
= - black Bills and ſlender Necks were converted to their firſt created Beauty (where for external Fair- 
ne, the Queen of Love might build her Paradiſe) he bad adieu to his Grief and long continued 
E- . | ' Sorrows, ing ever to continue a true Chriſtian for the Scoezz/s Champion's Sake; by whom, 
+. and by e divine Oriſons his Daughters obtained theit former Features: ſo taking the Chriſtian 
! jon, in Company of the ſix Ladies, to an excellent rien Humber, prepared with all Things 
according to their Wiſhes, where firſt the Chrifian Knight was une, then his Wounds waſhed 
with white Wine, new Milk and Roſe-water, and ſo after ſome dainty;-Repat, conveyed to his Night's 
"Repoſe. The Ladies being the joyfulleſt Creatures under Henven never entertained one Thought of 
| Sleep, but x the Night in their Father's Company, (whoſe Minds was raviſh'd with unſpeakable 
= - - Pleaſures) till the Morning Meſſengers bid them good Morrow. 
„Thus all Things being prepared in a Readineſs, they departed the Caſtle, not like Mourners to - 
Fievous Funeral, but in a triumphing Manner, marching back to the Tbracian Palace with ſtreaming 
danners in the Wind, Drums and Trumpets ſounding joyful Melody, and with ſweet inſpiring Mu- 
> | Hick cauſed the Air to reſound with Harmony: But no ſooner were they entered the Palace (which 
** in Diſtance from the Giant's Caſtle ſome ten Miles) but their Triumph turned to exceeding Sor- 
do, for Noſalinda with the Champion of _ as you have heard before, was departed the Court ; 
which unexpected News ſo daunted the whole Company, but eſpecially the King, that the Triumphs 
+ "for that Time were deferred, and Meſlengers diſpatch'd in Purſuit of the adventurous ta/ian and 


* * 
=_ © © Likewiſe when St. Aadrew of Srotland had Intelligence how it was one of thoſe Knights, that 
m impriſon'd with him under the wicked Enchantreſs Kahb, as you beard in the Beginning of 
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' - quietly, nor took any Reſt, until, he likewiſe departed in Purſuit of his ſworn Friend,” which 
was the next Night following, without making any acquainted with his Intent: Likewiſe when 


the fix Ladies underſtood the ſecret Departure of the Scottiſb Champion, whom they affected dearer 


than any Knight in the World, they ſtored themſelves with ſufficient Treaſure, and by Stealth travel- 
led from their Father's Palace, intending either to find out the victorious and approved Knight of 
Scotland, or to end their Lives in ſome foreign Region. | 
The Rumour of whoſe Departure no ſooner came to the King's Ears, but he purpoſed the like 
Travel, either to obtain the Sight of his Daughters again, or to make his Tomb beyond the Circuit 
of the Sun, So attiring himſelf in homely Ruſſet, like a Pilgrim, with an Ebony Staff tipt with Sil- 
ver, took his Journey, unknown to any, from his Palace, whoſe ſudden and ſecret Departure ſtruck 
ſuch an extream and intollerable Heavineſs in the Court, that the Palace-Gates were ſealed up with 
ſable Mourning Cloath, the 7 racian Lords exempted all Pleaſure, and like Flocks of Sheep ftray- 
ed up and down without a Shepherd; the Ladies and courtly Guards ſat fighing in their private 
Chambers, where we will leave them for this Time and ſpeak of the Succeſs of the other Champions 
and how Fortune ſmiled on their adventurous Proceedings. | 
| CHAP. VIII. 

How St. Patrick the Champion of Ireland redeemed the fix Thracian Ladies out of the Hands 2 thirty 
bloody-minded Satyrs, and of their purpoſed Travel in Purſuit of the Champion of Scotland. | 
B now of that valiant and hardy Knight at Arms St. Patrick the Champion of Freland muſt I 
ſpeak, whoſe adventurous Accidents were ſo nobly performed, that if my Pen was made of 
Steel, I would wear it to the Stump to declare his Proweſs and worthy Adventures. When he departed, 
at the brazen Pillar, from the other Champions, the Heavens Smiled with a kind Aſpect. and ſent 
him ſuch a Star to be his Guide, that it led him to no courtly Pleaſures nor to vain Delights, but to 
the Throne of Fame, where Honour ſat enſtalled upon a Seat of Gold. Thither travelled the war- 
like Champion of Irrland, whoſe illuſtrious Battles the northern Iſles have chronicled in Leaves of 


Braſs; therefore Ireland be proud, for from thy Bowels did ſpring a Champion, whoſe Proweſs. made 
the Enemies of Chrift to tremble, and water'd the Earth with Streams of Pagans Blood; Witdess 


whereof the Ile of Rhodes, the Key and Strength of Chriſtendom was recovered from the Turks by his 
martial and invincible Proweſs ; where his dangerous Battles, fierce Encounters, bloody Skirmiſhes, 
and long Aſſaults would ſerve to fill a mighty Volume; all which I paſs over, and wholly diſcourſe of 
Things appertaining to this Hiſtory... For after the Wars of A hodes were fully ended, St. Patrick 
(accounted idle Eaſe the Nurſe of Cowardiſe) bid Rhodes farewel, being then ſtrongly fortified with 


Chriſtian Soldiers, and took his Journey thro' many unknown Countries; where at laſt it pleaſed ts 


Queen of Chance to direct his Steps into a ſolitary Wilderneſs, inhabited only by wild Satyrs, and $ . 


People of unhuman Qualities, giving their wicked Minds only to Murder, Luft, and Rapin: 


in the noble Champion travelled up and down many a weary Step, not — how to ſatisfy his 7 
es, and roaſting it by the Heat of the Sun; his Lodging was the hollow Trunk of a blaſteq ! 


＋ but, by his own Induftry, in killing of Veniſon, and preſſing out the 
flat Ston 


. 


Tree, which nightly preſerv'd him from the * of Heaven, his chief companions” 2 


were reſounding Ecchoes, which commonly re- anſwered the Champions Words. 


In this Manner lived St. Patrick, the Lie Knight, in the Woods, not knowing how to ſet hizalalf at 


Liberty, but wandring up and down as it were in a Maze, wrought by the curious 8 
ſome excellent Gardiner: It was his Chance at laſt to come into a diſmal ſhady Thicket, beſet about 


with a baleful Miſletoe, a Place of Horror, wherein he heard the Cries of ſome diſtreſſed Ladies, whoſe. 2 5 


bitter Lamentations ſeem'd to pierce the Clouds, and to crave Succour of the Hands of God: Which 


unexpected Cries not a little daunted the Ii Knight, ſo that it cauſed him to prepare his Weapon in 


Readineſs againſt ſome ſudden Encounter : So crouching himſelf under the Root of an old 'withered 


Oak {which had not flouriſhed with green Leaves many a Year) he eſpied afar off, a Crew. of blood 
minded Satyrs, hauling by the Hair fix unhappy 1 thro' many a thorny Brake and Briar, where: 25 
VE | 3: 
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by: the Beauty of their crimſon Cheeks was all beſmeared with purple Gore, and their Eyes (within 
whoſe clear Glaſſes you might ſee the God of Love dancing) all to be rent and torn by the Fury 
ef the Briars, whereby they could not ſee the Light of Heaven, nor the Place of their unfortunate 
Abiding: Which woful Spectacle forced ſuch a Terror in the Heart of the /rij4 Knight, that he 
preſently made out for the Refeue of the Ladies, to redeem them from the Fury of the mercileſs Sa- 
_ tyrs, which were in Number about thirty, every one having a Club upon his Neck, which they had 
made with the Roots of young Oak and Pine-Trees ; yet this adventurous Champion being nothing 
diſcourag d, but with a bold and reſolute Mind, let drive at the ſturdieſt Satyr, whoſe Armour of De- 
fence was a Bull's Hide, which was dried ſo hard againſt the Sun that the Champion's Curtle-axe pre- 
vailed not: After which the fierce Satyrs encompaſſed the Chriſtian Knight round about, and ſo mightily 
oppreſt him with down-right Blows, that had he not by good Fortune leapt under the Boughs of a 
ing Tree, his Life had been forc'd to give the World a ſpeedy Farewel. But ſuch was his Nim- 
bleneſs and active Policy, that e er long he ſheathed his ſharp-pointed Faulchion in one of the Satyrs 
Breaſts; which woful Sight cauſed all the reſt to fly from his Preſence, and left the fix Ladies to the 
Pleaſure and Diſpaſition of the moſt noble and couragious Chriltian Champion. 
Atſter he had ſufficiently breathed and cooled himſelf in the chill Air (being almoſt windleſs through 
F' - the long Encounter, and bloody Skirmiſh) he demanded the Cauſe of the Ladies Travels, and by what 
Means they happened into the Hands of thoſe mercileſs Satyrs, who ſo cruelly and tyrannically at- 
tempted the Ruin and endleſs Spoil of their unſpotted Virginities, To which courteous Demand one 
of the Ladies, after a deep-fetch'd Sigh or two (being ſtrained from the Bottom of her ſorrowſul 
Heart) in the Behalf of herſelf, and the other diſtreſſed Ladies, replied, 38 
bo, brave minded Knight, that we are gbe unfortunate Daughters of the King of Thrace, aue 
| #5. Lives have been unhappy ever fince our births; for firfl we did endure a long impriſonment under the Hand. 
a cruel Giant, and after the Heavens to preſerve our Chaſlities from the wicked Defire of the ſaid Giant, 8 | 
6... Wansſrmed us into the Shape of of Swans, in which Likeneſs we remained ſever Tears, but at laſt recovered . 
1 ra nvortiy Chriſtian Knight, named St: Andrew the Champion of Scotland, after whom we haye tra- 
* l many a weary Step never croſt by any Vialence, until it was our angry Fate te arrive in this unhappy | 
mee, where your Eyes have been true Witneſſes of our Misfortunes. Which ſad Diſcourſe was no | 
c— - Sooner finiſhed, but the worthy Champion thus began to comfort the diſtreſſed Ladies. = Pj 
>... 4 The Chrifian Champion after whom you take in Hand this weary Travel (ſaid the rie Champion) is 
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HIP ny wfprovid Friend; for whoſe Company and wiſhed Sight I will go more weary Miles, than there are 
et his aſt Wilderneſs, and — 4 7 Steps with the Sands hidden in the Seas: Therefore moſt ex- 0 
ln Ladits, true Ornaments of Beauty, be ſad Companions in my Travels ; for I will never ceaſe till . 
. bave ftund our honourable Friend the Champion of Scotland, or ſome of thoſe brave Knights, cubom 1 | j 

made not fern theſe ſeven Summers, | e 
©... Theſe Words ſo contented the ſorrowful Ladies, that without any Exception they agreed, and with k 
u much Willingneſs conſented as the Champion demanded. So after they recreated themſelves, eaſed A 
ha Wearineſs, and cured their Wounds, which was by the ſecret Virtues of certain Herbs, grow- 
ing in the ſame Woods, they took their Journeys anew. under the Conduct of this worthy Champion 
St. Patrick, where after ſome Days Travel they obtained Sight of a broad beaten Way, where com- 
mitting cheir Fortunes to their fatal Siſters, and ſetting their Faces towards the Eaſt, they merril 
=>, Tourneyed together. In whoſe fortunate Travels we will leave zhem, and ſpeak of the Sevent 
bb, Champion, whoſe adventurous Exploits and knightly HonBurs deſerve a golden Pen dipt in 
Inc of true Fame to diſcourſe at large. 
_ 4 (XA CHAS: : | | 
_  Hiw.S:. David the Champion of Wales /{:2v the Count Palatine in the Tartarian Court, and after b 


he was ſent to the enchanted Garden of Qrmandine, wherein by magick Art be ſlept ſeven T. rn. 
O Aint David the moſt noble Champion of Malis, after his Departure from the brazen Pillar, Whereat 


: 5 8 the other Champions af. Chriſtendom divided themſelyes ſeverally to ſeek foreign Adventures, be: 
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follow that accurſed Chriftian Champion, that hath bereaved my Country Tartary of ſa precious a » 
my dear Son the mY 


ever been guided by true Honour; but yet at laſt this Reſolution entered into 


; ö from whence never any returned that attempted to enter: The Governor of 


SEVEN CHAMPIONS of CHRISTENDOM. 3 
atchieved many memorable Things as well in Chrifendom, as in thoſe Nations that acknowledge no 
true God; which for this Time I omit. and only diſcourſe of what happened to him among the Tar. 
tarians ; for being in the Emperor of Tarta» y's Court (a Place highly honoured with e Knights, 
highly graced with a Train of beautiful Ladies) where the Emperor, upon a Time, ofdained a ſo- 
lemn Juſt and Tournament to be held in Honour of his Birth-Day, whither reſorted, at the Time ap- 
pointed, from all the Borders of Tartary, the beſt and the hardieſt Knights there remaining. In 
which honourable and princely Exerciſe, the noble Knight St. David was 2 Champion for the 
Emperor, who was mounted on a Morocco. Steed betrapped with rich Caparifon, wrought by the curious.” - 
Work of Indian Women, on whoſe Shield was a golden Griffin rampant in a Field of Blue. 3 
Againſt him came the Count Palatine, Son and Heir apparent to the Tartarian Emperor, brought 
in by twelve Knights richly furniſhed with rich Habiliments of Honour, who paced three Times a 
bout the Liſts, before the Emperor and many Ladies that were by to behold the honourable Tourna- 
ment. The which being done, the twelve Knights departed the Liſts, and the Count Palatine 2 0 
pared himſelf to encounter the Chriſtian Knight, (being appointed chief Champion for that Day) 
who likewiſe prepared himſelf, and at the Trumpets Sound, 4 Heralds Appoigtment, they ran 
ſo fiercely one againſt the other, that the Ground ſeemed to e under them, and the Skies to 
reſound Ecchoes of their mighty Strokes. bs : | | 
At the ſecond Race the Champions ran, St. David had the worſt, and was conſtrain'Þ 1 
the forcible Strength of the Count Palatine, to lean backward almoſt to his Saddle, whereat the 
Trumpets began to ſound in wy of Victory; but yet the valiant Chriſtian nothing diſmay d, but 
with a Courage (within whoſe Eye fat knightly Revenge) ran the third Time againſt the Count 
Palatine, and by the Violence of his Strength, he overthrew. both Horſe and Man, whereby the 
Count's Body was ſo extreamly bruiſed with the Fall of his Horſe, that his Heart's Blood iſſued out gf ©, 
his Mouth, and his vital Spirits preſſed from the Manſions of his Breaſt, ſo that he was forced. to ea 
the World farewel. — e ps 
This fatal Overthrow of the Count Palatine, abaſhed'the whole. Company but eſpecially. the Tena 32 
ian Emperor, who having no more Sons but him, cauſed the Lift to be broken up, the Knights tg”: -:.® 
be unarmed, and the murthered Count to be brought by four Eſquires into his Palace, Where after he 7 f 
was deſpoiled of his Furniture, and the Cyriſtian Knight received the Honour of his Victory, the - 
ful Emperor bathed his Son's Body with Tears, which dropped like chry ſtal Pearls few the congealed - 4g) 
Blood, and after many Sighs, he breathed forth this woful Lamentation. 8 e 
How are my Triumphs turn d to everlaſting M bes, from a comical Paſlime, to a direful and A . ragetye a6 
O moſt unkind Fortune, never con aut but in change ! Why is my Life deferred 5p the Downfal of my 8 4 
the noble Count Palatine } Why rends not this accurſed Earth whereon 1 fand, and preſently Hua ad. | 
my Hody into her hungry BoxwelsP Is this the Way of Chriftians, for true Hangar to r 2 os, 2 
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vu 


rot baſe Blood ſerve to flain his deadly Hands withal, but the Royal Blood of ay dear Son, in whoſe Revente _ 


the Face of the Heaven is amd with Blid, and cries for Vengeance to the Majefly of mighty Jas.” | The ©  - 
dreadful Furies, the direfyffDaughters of dark Night, and all the baleful Company of burning A CIT 
whoſe Loins are begirt Mib Serpents,. and Hair hanging with Wreaths of Snakes, ſhall baunt, pur 
" Palatine was, whoſe valiant Proweſe did ſurpaſs all the Knights of aur Cov 
Thus grieved the woful Emperor, for the Death of his noble Son; ſometimes making the E 
of his Lamentations pierce the flements, another while forcing his bitter Curſes to ſink to the deep 51 
dations of Acheron; one while intending to be reveng'd on St. David the Chri/ian Cham then... _ 
preſently his Intent was croſs d with a contrary Imagination, thinking it was againſß fte Naw 5 Arme, 3 
and a great Diſhonour to his Country, by Violence to 9p reſs a ſtrange Fight | ſe; Achons lad. - 7 
e,, PE: 
There was adjoming upon the Borders of Tartary an enchanted 3 magick Art; 12 $50 
which Garden, Was +.» 
K 2 notable 
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' which high Honour thou ha 


| die Fomis HISTORY of th*' © - 
notable-and famous Necromancer, named Orm:ndine; to which. Magician the Tartarian Emperor 
intended to ſend the adventurous Champion St. David, thereby to revenge the Count Palatine's 


36 


Death. So the Emperor after ſome few Days paſſed, and the Obſequies of his Son being no ſooner, 


performed, but he cauſed the Chriſian Knight to be brought into his Preſence, to whom he com - 
"mitted this heavy Taſk and weary Labour, 5 
Proud Knight (ſaid the angry Emperor) thow knoweft fince thy Arrival in our Territories, how highly 
I hawe honoured thee, not only in granting Liberty of Life, but making thee chief Champion of Tartary ; 
1 repaid with great Ingratitude, and blemiſbed true Nobility in acting my. dear 
Son's Tragedy, for which unhappy Deed theu rightly hoſt deſerved Death: But yet know, accurſed Chriſtian, 
that Mercy harboureth in princely Minds, and where Honour fits enthroned, there Juſtice is not too ſevere ; 
alibo thou haft deſerved Death, yet if then avilt venture to the enchanted Garden, and bring hither the 
Magician's Head, I graut thee not only Life, but therewithal the Crown of Tartary after Deceaſe; 
becauſe I ſee thou haſt a Mind furniſhed.nvith all princely Thoughts, and adorned with true Ma nimity. 
This heavy Taſk and ſtrange Adventure not a little pleaſed the noble Champion of Wales, whoſe 
— ever thirſted after worthy Adventures; and ſo after ſome Conſideration he replied in this 
anner. 
, Moſt bigh and magnificent Emperor (ſaid the Champion) were this Taft, which you enjoin me to, as 
Wonderful as the Labours of Hercules, or as fearful as the Euterprize which Jaſon made for the golden 
Fleece yet would I attempt to finiſh it, and return with Triumph to Tartary, as the Macedonian Mo-. 
narch did to Babylon, when he conquered moſt Part of the wide World. Which Words were no ſooner 
ended, but the Emperor bound him by his Oath of Knighthood, and by the Love which he bore to. 
his native Country, never to follow other Adventures, till he had performed his Promiſe, which was 
to vring the Magician Ormondine s Head into Tartary : Whereupon the Emperor departed from the 
noble Knight St. David, hoping never to ſee him return, but rather to hear of his utter Confuſion or 


— 


kt everlaſting Impriſonment. 


Thus the valiant Chrifian Champion being bound by his Promiſe, within three Days prepared all 


- Neceſſaries in Readineſs for his Departure; and ſo travelled Weſtward till be approached the Sight 


ef the enchanted Garden, the Situation whereof ſomewhat daunted his valiant Courage; for it was 


' encompaſſed within a Hedge of withered Thorns and Briars, which ſeemed contin ; Gar burn ; 


upon the Top whereof ſat many ſtrange and deformed Things, ſome in the Likeneſs of Night-Owls, 


Wich wondered at the Preſence of St. David; ſome in the Shape of Progne's Transformation, fore- 


; . Pummel was in the Paſhion of a Globe of the pureſt Silver that the 


of woful Tragedies: The Elements which covered the enchanted Garden, ſeemed to be over- 
with miſty Clouds, from whence continually ſhot Flames of Fire, as tho' the Skies had been 
led with blazing Comets: Whieh fearful Spectacle, as it ſeemed the very Pattern of Hell, ſtruck 
ſuch a Terror into the Champion's Heart, that twice he had a Mind to return without performing 
the Adventure; but for his Oath and Honour of Knighthood, which he had pawn'd for the Accom- 


=: telling his unfortunate Succeſs ; and ſome like Ravens that with their hoarſe Throats ring forth hateful 
Rnelf 
fi 


bo Phe thereof: So laying his Body on the cold Earth, being the firſt Nurſe and Mother of his 


Liſe, he made his humble Petition to God, that his Mind nor Heart might never be - 8 with 
Cowardice, till he had Performed what the Tartarian Emperor had bound him to: The Champion 
aroſe from the Ground, and with chearful Looks beheld the Elements, which ſeemed in his Con- - * 
ceit to ſmile at the Enterprize, and to ſhew a ſucceſsful Event. LES . 
So the noble Knight St. David, with a valiant Courage, went to the Garden-Gate, by which ſtood 
à Rock of Stone overſpread with Moſs ; in which Rock, by Magick Art, was encloſed a Sword, no- 
. thing outwardly ag but the Hilt, which was the richeſt, in his Judgment, that ever Eyes be- 
held; for the Stet W ork was N curiouſly, beſet with Jaſpers and ſapphire Stones; the 
' Mines of rich America brought 
ſorth: About the Pummel was engraven in Letters of Gold, theſe Verſes following. 2 8 7 | 
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The world's ſtrange wonder, unknown by any one, ends my Charms, my Magick A n 


Till t 
Theſe 


ſes drove ſuch a conceited Imagination into the Champion's Mind, that he ſup per 


himſelf to be the Northern Knight by whom the Negromancer ſhould be conquered : Therefore 

without any further Delay, he put his Hand into the Hilt of the rich Sword, thinking - preſently to 

to pull it out of the enchanted Rock of Ormondine : but no ſooner did he attempt that vain Enter + 

prize, but his valiant Courage and invincible Fortitude failed him, and all his Senſes were overtaken”. - 
his Hold, and to fall flat upon the 


with a ſudden and heavy Sleep ; whereby he was forced to 1 f ö 
barren Ground, where his Eyes were ſo faſt lock d up by magick Art, and his waking Senſes drown- 
ed in ſuch a dead Slumber, that it was as much impoſſible to recover himſelf from Sleep, as to pull 
the Sun out of the Firmament. The Negromancer by his magick Skill had Intelligenee of the Cham- 


122 Knight within the North be found, | By whoſe Strong Hand, wiſe Ormondine muꝶ Aft 
cr 
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—— unfortunate Succeſs, who ſent from the enchanted Garden four Spirits in the Similitude an . 


ikeneſs of four beautiful Damſels, who wrapped the Drowſie Champion in a ſheet of fine Arabian 
Silk, and conveyed him into a Cave, directly placed in the Middle of the Garden, where they laid him” 
in a ſoft Bed, ſofter than the Down of Culvers ; where thoſe beautiful Ladies through the Art of wick-- 
ed Ormandine, continually kept him ſleeping for the term of ſeven Years ; one while ſinging ſweet- 
ſugared Songs, more ſweet and delightful than the Syrem Melody; another while with rare conceited 

uſick, ſurpaſſing the Sweetneſs of Aaron's Harp which made the Dolphins in the Sea dance at the 
Sound of his ſweet inſpiring Melody: or like the Harmony of Orpheus when he journyed down into 


* 
. Po 
„ 


Hell, where the Devils rejoyced to hear his admired Notes, and on Earth Trees and Stones leaped, 4 


when he did but touch the Silver Strings of his Ivory Harp. 
Thus was St. David's Adventures croſt with a wonderfal bad Succeſs, whoſe Days Travels were tur- 


ned into Night's Repoſe ; whoſe Nights repoſe was made a heavy Sleep, which endured until ſeven . by 


Years were fully finiſhed ; where we will leave St, David to the Mercy of the Negromancer Ormon-- 


dine, and ſpeak of the moſt noble and magnammaus. Champion St George, where we left him impri. 


ſon'd in the Soldan's Court. But now, Gentle Resch 
ian Champions ſhall - meet together again, ſeeing 8 are ſeparated into ſo many Borders of the 
World : Firſt, St. Dennis the Champion of France Mgeth now in the Court of 7he/aly, whith his 


Lady Eglantine : St. James the Champion of Spain inthe City of S: vil, with Celeſtine the fair Lady 


thou wilt think it range, that all theſe Chrif--__ 


of Feruſalem : St. Anthony the Champion of 1taly travelling the World, in the Company of the 


Thracian Maiden, attired in a Page's Apparel; St Andrew the Champion of Scotland ſeeking after the 
Ttalian ; St. Patrick the Champion of Ireland after the Champion of Scotland; St Dawid of Mal“ 
ſleeping in the encharited Garden, adjoyning to the Kingdom of Tartary; and St. George the famous 


Champion of England impriſon'd ir. Perfia ; of whom, and whoſe noble Adventures I muſt a while 
diſcourſe, till the honoured Fame of the other Champions compells me to report their Noble and 


Princely Atchievements. MY 


Hew St. George eſcaped out of Prifen at Perſia, and bow be reedeem'd the Champion of Wales from I. 


- 


. 


— 


Enchantment ; with other Things that happen d to the Engliſh Knight ; with-the tragical Tale of ths. -. 


Negromancer Ormondine. 


by the Soldan of Perſias Command, as you heard in the Beginning of the Hiſtory 3 His ynhap' 
ortune ſo diſcontented his reſtleſs Thoughts, that a Thoaſand times a Year he wiſh'd an EKM fo 
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Jo ſeven Times had froſty-bearded Winter cover'd both Herbs and Flowers with Snow, ank 

behung the Trees with Chryfal Hicles ; ſeven Times had Lady Ver beautified every Field wit 
Nature's Ornaments ; and ſeven Times had withered Autuam robb'd the Earth of Spring Flowers, fine? 
the unfortunate St. George beheld the cheerful Light of Heaven; but lived obſeurely in a diſmal Dunas 


Life, and a thouſand Times he curſed the Day of his Creation; His Sighs in Number did countegrail: —_— 


— 
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2 Heap of Sand, whoſe Top might ſeem to reach the Skies; the which he vainly breathed forth a- 


Want of Victuals compelled the Noble Knight to breath forth this Pitiful Complaint, 


— a3 
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ainſt the Walls of the Priſon, many Times making his humble Supplication to the 
1dge his 


fedeem him from his Vale of Miſery; and many Times ſeeking occaſion deſperately to 
Days, and ſo triumph in his own Tragedy. | | 
But at laſt, when ſeven Years were fully ended, it was the Champion's lucky Fortune to find, in a 
ſecret Corner of the Dungeon, a certain Iron Engine, which Time had almoſt conſumed with Ruſt 
wherewith, with Long Labour, he digged himſelf a Paſlage thro' the Ground, till he aſcended juſt in the 


Middle of the Soldan's Court, which was at that Time of the Night when all Things were ſilent ; 


The Heavens he beheld beautified with Stars, and bright Cynthia, whoſe gigering Beams he had not 
ten in many Hundred Nights before, ſeemed to ſmile at his ſafe Delivery, and to lay her wandring 


Courſe, till he moſt happily found means to get without the Compaſs of the Sans Court, where 


Danger no longer might attend him, nor the ſtrong Gates of the City hinder his Flight, which in this 


Manner was perform d; For now the noble Knight being as fearful as the Bird newly eſcaped from 
might hear the Voice of People; at the, 


laſt he heard the Grooms of the Soldan's Stable, furniſhing forth Horſes againſt the next Morning 


* 


the Fowler's Net, gazed round about and liſtned where 


for ſome honourable Atchievements ; Whereupon the noble Champion St George taking the Iron 
Engin, wherewith he redeemed himſelf out of Priſon, he burſt open the Doors, where he flew all 
the Grooms in the Solzax's Stable; which being done, he took the Strongeſt Palfry and the richeſt Fur- 
niture, with other Neceſſaries appertaining to a Knight at Arms, and ſo rode in great Comfort to one 


of the City-Gates, where he ſaluted the Porter in this Manner. 


Porter, open the Gates, for St. George of England is eſcaped, and hath murthered the Grooms, in whoſe 


a + Parſuit the City is in Arms, Which Words the Simple Perſian believed, for Truth, and ſo with all 


opened the Gates, whereat the Champion of ZExg/and departed, and left the Soldan in his d 
Sleep, little miſtruſting his Sudden Departure, * 3 cep 


But by the Time the purple ſpotted Morning had parted with her Gray, and the Sun's bright Couns + 


tenance appeared on the Mountain 'I'ops, St. George had ridden twenty Miles from the Perſian Court 


and before his Departure was known in the So/dan's Palace, that the Eng/; Champion had recovered 
the Sight of Grecia, paſt all Danger of the Perſian Knights, that followed him with a ſwift Parſuit. . 


By this Time the Extremity of Hunger ſo ſharply tormented him, that he could travel no farther 


but was conſtrained to ſuſtain himſelf with certain wildCheſnuts inſtead of Bread, and ſour Oranges 


Inſtead of Drink, and ſuch faint Food as grew in the Way that he travelled, where the Neceſſity 


O Hunger Hunger (ſaid the Champion) wore Sharp than the Straak of Death, thou art the extreameſt 


. \Puniſoment that ever Man endured: I, I were now King of Armenia, and chief Potentate of Afia, yet 
57 d 1 give ny Diadem, my Scepter, with all my Provinces, for one Piece of Brown Bread; O] that the 
=_  Zarth would be ſo hind as to open bir Bowels, and caſt up ſome Food to ſuffice my Want ; or that the Air 
mme be choat'd with Mifts, whereby feathered Fowl, for Want of Breath, might fall and yield me ſome 


Succour in this my Famiſhment and extreme Penury ; or that the Oceans would outſpread their Branched 
Hr mi, and cover Sun burnt Valleys with their Treaſure to ſatisfie my Hunger : But now I fee both Heaven 


and Earth, Hills and Dales, Skies and Seas, Fiſh and Fowls, Birds and Beaſts, and all Things under the Cope 


Heaven conſpire my utter Overthroau: Better had it been if I had ended my Days in Perſia, than bere to 


| 1 be famiſhed in the Broad World, where all 7. hinge, by Nature's Appointment, are ordai ned for Man' Le: 
Nd inſtead of courtly Delicacies, 1 am forced to eat the Fruits of Trees; and inſtead of Greekiſh Wine 


Pm compelled to quench my Chirft with Morning Dew, which nightly falls upon the Blades of Graſs. 
Thus complained St. George, till glittering Phebus had mounted the Top of Heaven, and drawn 


the miſty Vapours from the Ground, whereby he might behold the Sight of Grecia, and which Way 
. to travel molt ſafely. And as he looked he eſpied directly before his Face a Tower, ſtanding upon a 
;.* +*chalky Clift, diſtant from him ſome three Miles, whither the Champion intended to go, not to 


'for Adventures, but to reſt himfelf aſter his Journey, and to get ſuch ViRuals as therein he could find 
to ſuffice his Want. | 1 © HT. 1 80 
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| he drew it forth with much Eaſe, as though it had been hung by a I hread of untwiſted Silk. 


Ski, a terrible and mighty lambering in the Earth, whereat-bogh-Hill and Mountains ſhook, Reeg. 


"SEVEN CHAMPIONS of CHRISTENDOM.: 
So ſetting forward: with a ſpeedy Pace, the Heavens ſeemed to ſmile, and the Birds to. fing chirp- 
ing Peals of Melody, as if they did 6 a fortunate Event. The Way he found fo plain, and 
the Journey ſo eafie, that within Half an Hour he approached the ſaid Tower ; where, upon the Wall 
ſtood a moſt beautiful Woman, - attired after the Manner of a diſtreſſed Lady, and her Looks heavy 
like the Queen of Troy, when ſhe behe!d her Palace on Fire. The valiant Knight St. George after he 
had alighted from his Horſe, he gave her this courteous Salutation. * 
Lady (ſaid he) for fo you feem By your outward Appearance, if ever you pitied a Traveller, or granted 
Succour to 4 Chriſtian Knight, give-me one Meal of meat now almoſt fami/v'd, To whom the Lady, at- 
ter a curſt Frown or two anſwered in this Manger. Rr 
Sir Knight (ſaid ſhe) hig thee depart with all Speed, for here thou gettefl a cold Dinner. My Lord 
is a mighty Giant, and believeth in Mahomet, and if he ence underflands that thou art a Chrifiian Knight 
not all the Gold of higher India, nor the Riches of wealthy Babylon can preſerve thy Life. Now by the 
Honour of my Ruit ht ho (replied St. George) and by the great God that Chriſtendom adores, were thy .. "4 
Lord ſtronger than mighty Hercules that bose the Mountains on his back, here I will either obtain my. © 


Dinner, or die by bis accurſed Hands, 


Theſe Words ſo abaftied the Lady, that ſhe went with all Speed from the Tower and told the Gi-— 
ant how that a Chriſtian Knight remained at the Gate, which had ſworn to ſuffice his Hunger in Spight-. * 
of his Will: Whereat the furious Giant ſuddenly ftarted up, being then in 4 Sound ſleep, for it was 
in the Middle of the Day, who took a Bar of Iron in his Hand and went, down to the Tower Gate. 
His Stature was in Height five Yards, his Head briſtled like a Boar, a Foot there was betwixt each: 
Brow, his Eyes hollow, his mouth wide, his Lips like Flaps of Steel; in all his Proportion more like 
a Devil than a Man, which deformed Monſter ſo daunted the Courage of St. George, that he prepared 
himſelf for Death; not through Fear of the monſtrous Giant, but for Hunger and Feeblenets of Bq- ' 
dy: But here God provided for him, and ſo reſtored to him his decayed Strength, that he endured ' © 
Battle until the cloſing up bf the Evening; by which Time the Giant grew almoſt blind, through +2 
the Sweat that ran down from his monſtrous Brows, whereat St. Geogre got the Advaiſtage and won? 
ded the "7p ſo cruelly under the ſhort Ribs, that he was compelled to fall to.the Ground, and. 
End his ife | ; # be. * 

After which happy Event of the Giant's ons the invincible Champion St. George firſt gave 
his Honour of the Victory unto God, in whoſe Power all his Fortunes conſiſted. . Then entring the 
Tower, the Lady 5 him with all Manner of Delicacies, and pure Wines; but the Eng '. 4 
Knight ſuſpecting Treachery to be hidden in her proffered Courteſie, cauſed her firſt to taſte every. .. - 
Piſh, likewiſe of his Wine, left ſome violent Poiſon ſhould be therein commixt » Finding all Things 
pure and wholeſome as Nature required, he ſufficed his Hunger, teſted his wearied Body, and res-. 
freſhed his Horſe. 2.3 5 

And ſo 3 the Tower in keeping of the Lady, be committed his Fortune to a new Travel, © 
where his revived Spitits never entertained longer Reſt, but to the refreſhing of himſelf and his Horſe. 
Afterward he travelled through Part of Grecia, the Confines of Phrygia and into the Borders of es 
Tartary ; within whoſe Teritories he had not long journied, byt he approached the Sight of the enn 
chanted Garden of Ormondine, where St. David the Champion of Wales had ſo long ſlept by Ma- 
1 But no ſooner did he behold the Wonderful Situation thereof, but he eſpied Ormendine's 7 7 

word eneloſed in the enchanted Rock; where after he had read the Superſcription written ab6at he 
Pummel, he deſign'd to pull it out by Strength; where he no ſooner put his Hand into the Hilt, but 


— 


But when be beheld the glittering Brighteſs of the Blade, and the wonderful Richneſs of the Pum- 
mel, he accounted the Prize worth more than the Armour of Achilles, which cauſed Sar to run 
mad, and more rich than Megea's golden Fleece; but by the Time that St. George had curiouſly 
lock d into every Secret of the Sword, he heard a ſtrange and diſmal Voice thundering in the 
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removed and Oaks rent in Pieces: After this, the Gates of the enchanted Garden flew open, w 


| Chair of Ebony, Ormondine began thus to relate wonderful Things. 


"OI. is 


| Fai 


49 . HISTORY of the 
at incontinent!y came forth Ormondine the Magician, with his Hair ſtanding on his Head, his Eyes 
2 his Cheeks bluſhing, his Hands quivering, his Legs trembling, and the Reſt of his Body 
iſtempered, as though Legions of Spirits had encompaſt him about, he came directly to the worthy 
Exglijb Knight, that remained ſtill by the enchanted Rock, from whence he had pulled the Magician's 
Sword ; whence after the Negromancer had ſufficiently beheld his princely Countenance, whereon true 


Honour ſat enthronized, and viewed his portly Perſonage, the Image of true Knighthood, the which 
_ ſeemed in the Magician's Eyes to be the rareſt Work that ever Nature framed : Firſt he took the moſt 


valiant and magnanimous Champion St. George of England, by the fteely Gauntlet, and with great 
Humility kiſſed it, then omay him the Courteſies due unto Strangers, which was performed ve- 
ry graciouſly ; he afterwards conducted him into the enchanted Garden, to the Cave where the Cham- 
pion of Hales was kept ſleeping by four Virgins ſinging delightful Songs, and after ſetting.him in a 


| Renowned Knight at Arms (/aid the Negromancer) Fame's worthieſt Champion, whoſe ſtrange Ad- 
ventures all Chriſtendom in Time to come ſhall applaud, be ſilent till I have told my Tale, for never 


_ after this muſt my Tongue ſpeak again ; The Knight which thou ſeeeſt here wrapt in this Sheet of 
Sold is a Cbriſtian Champion as thou art, ſprung from the ancient Seed of Trojan Warriors, who 


likewiſe attempted to draw this enchanted Sword, but my magick Spells ſo prevailed, that he was 
intercepted in the Enterprize, and forced ever ſince to remain ſleeping in this Cave; but now the 
Hour is almoſt come of his Recovery, which by thee muſt be accompliſhed ; thou art the adventurous 
Champion, whoſe invincible Hand muſt finiſh my deteſted Life, and ſend my fleeting Soul to draw 
my fatal Chariot upon the Banks of burning Acberon; for my Time was limited to remain no longer 
in this enchanted Garden, but till ſuch Time as a Knight would com#from the North, that ſhould 


pull this Sword from the enchanted Rock, which thou happily haſt now performed ; therefore I know 


my Time is ſhort, and my Hour of —_ is at hand, What I report write in brazen Lines, for the 


Time will come when this Diſcourſe ſhall highly benefit thee. Take heed thou obſerve three Things: 
Firſt, that thoa take a Wife a pure Maid: Next, that thou erect a Monument over thy Father's Grave: 
And lafily, that. you continue a profeſſed Fos to the Enemies of Chriſt Jeſus, bearing Arms in the Honour . 
and Praiſe of thy Country. Theſe Things being truly and juſtly obſerved, thou halt attain ſuch Ho- 
nour, that all the Kingdoms of Chr;/endom ſhall admire thy Dignity: What I ſpeak is upon no vain Ima- 

gination, ſprung from a frantick Brain but pronounced by the myſtical and deep Art of Negromancy. 


Theſe Words were, no ſooner ended, but the moſt honourable Champion of Eng lan, requeſted the 


Magician to deſcribe his paſſed Fortunes, and by what means he came to be Governor of the en- 
Chanted Garden. . * | , 
To tell the Diſcourſe of my own Life (replied Ormondine ) will breed a new Sorrow in my Heort, the 


' Remembrance of which -will rend my very Soul ; yet moſt noble Knight, to fulfil thy Requeſt I will force 


ny Tongue to declare what my Heart denies to utter; therefore prepare thine Ear to entertain the wo- 
fulleſt Tale that ever Tongue delivered. And afier St. George had ſat a while filegt expecting his 


- Diſcourſe, the Magician ipoke as followeth. 


The woeful and tragical Diſcourſe pronounced by the Negromancer Ormondine, and of the Miſery of his 


ares. 


Was in former Times (as long as Fortune ſmiled upon me) the King and only Commander of 
Scythia; my Name Ormondine, graced in my Youth with two fair Daughters, whom Nature had not 
only made beautiful, but repleniſh'd them with all the Gifts that art could deviſe; the eldeſt; 
whoſe name was Caftria, the faireſt Maid that ever Se;t#ia brought forth, her Eyes like flaming 
"Torches ſo dazled the Beholders, that like attractive Adamants they conjured them to admire her 


* Beauty : Among a Number of Knights that were enſnared with her Love, there was one Fleridon, Son. 
TY lates | t 
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SEVEN CHAMPIONS ff CHRISTENDOM. 4 

pthe King of Armenia, equal to her in all n of Nature, a lovelier Ouple never trod 

2 Earth, or graced any Prince's Court in the whole World. | I, | 3 

This Floriden ſo fervently burned in Affection for the admired Caſtria, that he luſted after ber 

irginity, and practiſed. both by Policy and vain Promiſes, to enjoy that precious Pleaſure, which * 

ier procur'd his own Deſtruction; for upon a Time when the Mantles of Dark Night had cloſed in 

he Light of Heaven, and the whole Court had entertain'd a ſilent Reſt, this Floridon enter d Caſtria's 
pdging, conducted by the Chamber Maid, where (to her hard Hap) he cropp'd the Bud of her ſweet 

WV irginity, and left ſuch a Pawn within her Womb, that before many Months were expired, her ſhame 

Wegan to appear and the deceived Lady was conſtrained to reveal her Mind to Floriden, who.in the mean 

Time, had betrothed himſelf to my younger Daughter, whoſe Name was Marcilla, no leſs beautified 

vith Nature's Gifts than her eldeſt Siſter : But when this unconſtant F/oriden perceived that her Belly be- 

gan to grow big with the Burthen of his unhappy Seed, he upbraided her with Shame, laying Diſhonour 
in her Diſh, calling her Strumpet, with many ignominious Words, forſwearing himſelf never to have 

committed any ſuch infamous Deed, proteſting that he ever ſcorned to link in Woman's Bands, and . 

counted Chamber-love a deadly Sting, and a deep Infeftion to the Honour of his Knighthood. * 

Theſe unkind Speeches drove Caftria into ſuch extream Paſſions of Mind that ſhe, with a ſname- 

ful Look and baſhful Face, revealed her Grief unto him after this Manner. 3 2 

What knows not Floridon (quoth the Lady) her whom bis Luft hath tained with Di/honour ? See, ſee, 
unconſtant Knight, the Pledge of faithleſs Vows, behold the Womb where ſprings thy lively Image; behold. 

this Mark which flains my Father's Houſe, and ſets a ſhame-faced Bluſh upon my Cheeks, 2 when I 

enjoy the Campany of chaſie Virgins, Dear Floridon, ſhadow this my Shame wwith Marriage · Riten, that” 

T be not accounted wicke the World 3 nor that this my Babe, in Time to come, be termed a baſe born 
Chill: Remember what plighted Promiſes, what Vows and Proteſtat ions paſt betwwixt us: Remember the” 

Place and Time of my Diſhonour, and be not like the furious Tygers, that repay Love wwith Deſpite. . - 

At which Words Floriden, with a wrathful Countenance, replied thus : | 2 

Egregious and ſhameleſs Creature (quoth he) with what brazen Face do you out-brave me thus: I tell 
thee, Caſtria, my Love wwas ever yet to follow Arms, to hear the Sound of Drums, to ride upon a nimble 
Stecd, and not to trace a Carpet-dance, like Priam's Son, before the Iultful Eyes of Menelaus's Wife; 
Therefore be gone, diflurbing Strumpet, go fing thy harſh Melody in Company of the Night birds ; for 1 tell . 
thee, the Day wall bluſh to cvwer thy monſtrous Shame. e. e 

Which reproachful Speeches being no ſooner ended, but Floriden departed her Preſence, not leaving 
behind him ſo much as a kind Look 1 whereat the diſtreſſed Lady being oppreſt with intollerabfe Grief* 
ſunk down dead, npt able to ſpeak for a Time ;. but at laſt recovering her Senſes, ſhe began a- new 
to complain. I Phat was wont to walk with Troops of Maids, muff now abandon and utterly forſake al! 
Company, and ſeek ſome ſecret Cave wherein I may fit for evermore and bewail my loft Virginity : ! 
return unto/my Father, he will refuſe me ; if to my Friends, they will be aſhanied of me; if toftrangers, 

- they 9will ſcorn me ; if to my Floridon, O he denieth me, and accounts my Sight as eninous as the Bal 
Crocadiles ! © that I might, in the Shape of a Bird, or like the rawy/hed Philomela, fill every Paid. and 
Wilderneſs auth my Diſhoncur ; for now 1 am. neither a chaſle Virgin, nor hone/! Wife, but 4 he j 
Strumpet, Ad all the World's wile Scorn ; whereat methinks I ſze how wirtuous and chaſſe Maiden point, 
and term me a vicious Dame ! O unconflant Floridon / thou didfi promiſe to ſhadow this Fault with H. 
riage, but now Vows I ſee are in vain: Thou haſt for/aken me, and tied thy Faith to my Sifter, Marcilla,' © - 
who muſt enjoy thy Love, becauſe ſhe continues chaſſe without any Spot of Diſbonour. O duo to, thee, une]. 

fant Knight! thy. engaging Eyes deceived me, and thy flattering Tongue enticed me to commit that Sits © 
which all the furious Seas can never waſh away. Hand I raving thus in vain? The Ditd i tome .... 
and Floridon will triumph in the Spoil of my Virginity. while he ſia dallying in my Sifler's Arm W +. 

2 the fatal Light of Funtrals fall maſt his Marriage- Bed, and his bridal Blaze 7 quench with Bft 

for 1 will go unto his Marriage-Chamber, and æuith theſe Hands of mine twill rend my Sifter's Weinb bert 

Jae Hall emoy be Intereſt of m Bed. Rage Heart, in/lead of Love, delight in Murder, ttt Vongeangt i” IN 
ag Thought, till thin haſt quenched with IR Furies of 4e Love. 4 2 atk 4 
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of the Night had ſpent five Months; at the End of which Time, the appointed Marriage of Floridas 
and Marcilla drew nigh, the Thoughts whereof proved an endleſs Grief to her Heart, and of more 


- 


% 


| Ccion, and partly under Colour to bring about her intended Tragedy, which was an this bloody and 
2 execrable Manner accompliſhed and br "wk 4 4 acres 


into lerable Burthen than the Pains of her, Wofhb'; the which ſhe girded extreamly for Fear of- * 


ought about. 
the Princes and Potentates of Sytbia were all preſent. to-fee Hymen's holy Rites performed; in Which 
bonourable Aſſemblies, none was buſier than Ca/tria, to beautifie her Siſter's Wedding. The Cere- 
monies were no ſooner performed, and the Day ſpent in Pleaſure, fitting the Honour of fo ta 
Train, but Caftria requeſted the Cuſtom of the County, which was. this, that the firſt Night of every 
Maiden's Marriage, a known Virgin ſhould lie with the Bride, which honourable Task was commit- 
ted to Caſtria; who provided, againſt the. Hour appointed, a ſilver Bodkin, and hid it ſecretly in the 
Tramels of her Hair, wherewith ſhe intended to proſecute her Revenge. The Bride's Lodging - cham- 
ber 9 appointed far from the Hearing of any one, leſt the Naiſe of People ſhould hinder her 
wet | ; | 
| 3 But * the Hour of her Wiſſies approached, that the Bride ſhould take Leave of her Ladies 
and Maidens that attended her to her Chamber, the new married Floriden, in Company of many Scythian 
Knights, committed Marcilla to her quiet Reſt, little miſt: uſting the bloody Purpoſe of her Siſter's Mind. 
| But now behold how every Thing fell out according to her Deſires: The Ladies and Gentlemen 
pere no ſooner departed, and Silence taken Poſſeſſion of the whole Court; but Caftria, with her own ' 
Hand, locked the Chamber-door, and ſecretly conveyed the Keys under the Bed's Head, not per- 
_ ceived by the.betray'd Marcilla; which poor Lady, after ſome Speeches, went to Bed, wherein ſhe 


| 


* * 


was no fooner laid, but a heavy Sleep over-maſter d her Senſes, whereby her Tongue was. forced to 


dd ber Siſter good Night, who then fat diſcontented by her Bed ſide, watching the Time when ſhe 
4 might conveniently act the bloody Tragedy. Upon a ſilver Stand ſtood two burning Tapers, that gave 

Light to the whole Chamber, which ſeemed, in her Conceit, to burn blue; which fatal Spectaeſe en- 
_  cturaged her to a more ſpeedy Performance; and by the Light of the two Lamps ſhe unbtaced her 
Peres, and tripped herſelf into her white Smock, having not ſo much upon her Head as a Caul to 
=_ hold ap her golden Hair: After this ſhe took her filver Bodkin, that before ſhe had ſecretly hidden in 
—_ her Hair, and with a wrathful Countenance (upon whoſe Brows ſat the Image of pale Death) ſhe came 
to her new married Siſter, being then overcome with a heavy Sleep, and with het Bodkin pierced her. 
tender Breaft, who immediately at the Stroke ſtarted from her Sleep, and gave ſuch a pitiful Screek, that 
it would have waken'd the whole Court, but that the Chamber ſtood from the Hearing of any, except 


ber bloody-minded Siſter, whoſe Hand was ready to redouble her Fury with a ſecond. Stroke. 


But when Marcilla beheld the Sheets and Ornaments of her Bed beſtained with purple Gore, and 
from her Breaſts ran Streams of crimſon Blood, which like a Fountain trickled from her Boſom, the 
| breathed forth this cruel Exclamation againſt the cruelty of Caftrin. . 
D S$ifter (quoth ſhe) hath Nature 2 in thy Breaft ſo bloody a Mind? What fury bagh incenſad 
= thee thus to commit this Tragedy ? In what have 1 miſdone, or wherein hath my, Tongue offended thee Þ 
bat Cauſe hath been the Occaſion that 22 remorſſeſ Hand, againſt Nature, hath converted my joyful ' 
___ Nagtials to a woful Funeral? This is the Cauſe ( _ Caſtria, and therewithal hewed her Womb, 
un big with the Burthen of the Child) that I have bathed my Hands in thy deteſted Blood. - | 


Y Virgin's Honour is for ever flaind: This is the Spot which my Heart's Blood muſt waſs away, . and 
ü oh is the Shame that nothing but Death can finiſh ; therefore a ſweet Revenge, and a preſent Maus den 


Tikerwiſe will I commit upon myſelf, whereby ny loatbed Soul in Company of my unborn B Hall wander - 


awith my Ghoſt along the Stygian Lake. 


The Day came at laſt, whereon Floridon and Marcilla ſhould tie the facred Knot of Marriage, both 


Ses, ſee Marcilla (ſaid ſhe) the unhappy Bed, wherein thy accurſed Husband hath ſown his Seed, by which * 


Which Words being no fooner finiſhed, bat the violently pierced her own Breaſt, whereby the two 


STEN DOM. 


Siſters Blood was equally miogled.to | er. But now N 
eſt drawing towards Death, fhe'wofully complained with this 
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g the firſt wounded, and the near- 


« Draw near (/tidJhe ) you pry E you earthly Angels, you embroidered Gitls, os re- 
C 


1y Ladies, and flouAlhing Dames of | 
_ "Elements : Behold my Martiage-bed here beautified with Tapeſtry, converted to Death's 


-ythia, behold her woful End, whoſe Glorles ok bd tothe 
y — 


-bitation ; my brave attire to earthly Mould, and my princely Palaces to LAH Shades, being a 


Place appointed for thoſe Dames that lived and died Virgins ; . for now I feel the Pains of 


Death, 


cloſing my Love's Windows, and my Heart ready to entertain the Stroke of Deftiny. Come, ri. 


don, come, inſtead of Arms get Eagle's Wings, that in thy Boſom I may breath my murthered 


World farewell, I was too proud of thy enticing Pleaſures ; thy princely Pomp, and all thy glittering - 


Ornaments I muſt for ever bid adieu: Father farewel, with all my maſking Train of courtly 

Knights and Gentlemen; my Death, I know, will make my Palace; Death's gloomy Region 
laſt of all, farewel my noble Floridon it is for thy ſweet Sake Marcilla is marthered. | 
At the End of which Words, the dying Lady being Faint with the abundance of Blood tha 


Las 
And 


t iſſued 


from her wounded Breaſt, gave up the Ghoſt. No ſooner had pale Death ſeiſed upon her lifeleſs Bo- 
dy, but Caftria, through the Extremity of her Wound, was ready to entertain the Stroke of her un- 
fortunate Siſter, who alſd complained in this Manner: Hearken to me, you loving Girls (aid 2 


to you [ ſpeak, that know what endleſs Grief, diſloyal and falſe Love breeds in conſtant Minds 
Thoughts whereof is ſo intollerable to my Soul that it exceeds the Torments of Dgnaus's 1 


which contiqually fill Water in bottomleſs Tubs in Hell. O that my Ears had never liſten d to 


s ſu- 


ed Speeches, nor never known what courtly Pleaſures meant (for where Beauty lives there's a Bait 


for every luſtful Eye) but rather to have lived a country Lifg, where ſweet Content is harboured, ay 
Beauty ſhrowded under true Humility ; then F/o#idon had not bereaved me of my ſweet Virginit 


nor had this aceurſed Hand committed this cruel Murder: But Oh ! I feel my Soul pe 


fam Shades, where Creuſa's Shadow, and Dids's Ghoſt have their Abidings ; thither doth my | | wit 
fie, to be entertained among thoſe unhappy Ladies whom unconſtant Love hath murthered: | 


Caſtria, not being able to Speak any longer, gave a very Grievous Sigh, and ſo bad the 


a jeu. , O 


1 * 


- 


Word 


Now when the Morning Sun had chaſed away the Dark Night, Feridun, who little miſlrufitd the 


Tragedy of the two Siſters, . to the Chamber · door with a Concert of Skilful Muſicia 


! where 


_ the inſpiring Harmony ſounded to the Walls, and F/oridon's Morning Salutation was out in vain ;. for 


Death ſo ſtopt the two Princeſſes Ears that no reſound of Thanks at all re-anſwered his Words, 


which 


cauſed Floridon to depart, thinking them to be aſleep, and to return within an Hour after, Who wich- 


out 1 came to the Chamber - door, where he again found all filent : At which ſuſpectig Wer 
re Event, he burſt open the Door, where being no ſooner entered, but he found the 5 4 


ſome 


Ladies weltring in their own Gore; which woful SpeQacle preſently ſo bereaved him of his Wits, that”. a 


Uke a frantick Man he raged up and down, and in this Manner bitterly complained. - _ _. 
Oh! immortal Powers, open the wrath/ul Gates of Heaven, and zu your Fuſtice puriſb me ; for 
conflant Love hath murthered two of the brave hdres that ever Nature framed. Revive, ſweet 
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F Scytiua, and hear me ſpend. tbat am the wwofulleft M rerch that ever ſpoke with: & Tungur: Tf Eboſt miny 22 
- here be given fur Gboſt, 'dear\Ladies take my Life and live ; or if my Heart can divell-nvithin'your "7 


this Hand ſhall equally divide it: But Wards I ſee are vain, and my proffer cannot purchaſe. Lait, . « | 


recover your breathing Spirits; yet Vengeance ball you have; this Hand ſhall untwine my fatal 


bereave my inhuman Breaft of ' Life, <ubereby my unhappy Ghoſt hall fellaw you through TA 
inhuman Breaſt of Life, <uherehy ! 22 date, eee * 


. through burning Lakes, and through the ey Lowes 


#n thy Womb make all our Tombs together. W. ul Lamentation was no ſgoner breathed 


“ the two Siſters Deaths; the which be found ſtill remaining in the 


in 
ſorrowful Breaſt, but he finiſhed his Life by a Stoke of that ſame accurſed Bodkin, that was n . 
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| { _  . Giſſevered from his Body. 


1 We = HISTORY of th © ; 
Thus have you heard the true of three of the goodlieſt Perſonages' that ever Nature 
framed : But now with diligent Ears liſten to the unfortunate Diſcourſe of my own Miſery, which 
in this unhappy manner fell out; no ſooner came the flying News of the murthered Princeſſes to my 
Ears, but I grew into ſuch a diſcontented Paſſion, that I abandon'd myſelt from the Company of Peo- 
ple, and fat for ſeven Months in a ſolitary Paſſion, lamenting the Loſs of my Children, like weeping 
Mobe, the ſorrowfulleſt Lady that ever lived. | . 
During which Time the Report of Floridon's unhappy Tragedy was come to his Father's Ears, be- 
ing then ſole King of Armenia, whoſe Grief ſo exceeded the Bounds of Reaſon, that with all Speed 
de muſter'd the greateſt Strength Armenia could raiſe, and in Revenge of his Son's Murder, enter'd 
my Territories, ſubdu'd my Provinces, ſlaughter'd my Soldiers, conquer'd my Captains, ſlew my Com- 
mons, burnt my Cities, and left my Country deſolate. When 1 beheld my Country overſpread with 
Famine, Fire and Sword, three inteſtine Plagues, I was forced to forſake any native Habitation, and 
kingly Government, committing my Fortune (like a baniſhed Exile) to wander in unknown Paſlages, 
where Care was my chiefeſt Companion, and Diſcontent my only Solicitor :- At laſt it was my. Deſ- 
tiny to arrive in this unhappy Place, which I ſuppoſed to be the Walks of Deſpair, where I did not 
remain many Days in my melancholy Paſſions, when methought the many Jaws of deep Awverpus 
_ from whence aſcended a moſt fearful Devil, that enticed me to bequeath my Fortune to tas 
iſpoſing, and he would defend me from the whole World; to which I preſently condefcended up- 
on ſome Aſſurance. Then preſently he placed before my Face this enchanted Sword, ſo ſurely clo- 
fed in Stone, that it ſhould never be pulled out, but by the Hands of a Chriſtian Knight; and till 
ſuch Time as that Taſk be performed, I ſhould live exempt from all Danger, altho' all the Kingdoms 
of the Earth aſſailed me; which Taſk (nfoſt adventurous Champion) thou haſt now performed, where- 
by I know the Hour of my Death approacheth, and my Time of Confuſion is at Hand. . 
Iuhis Diſcourſe pronounced by the Negromancer Or mandine was no ſooner finiſhed, but the worthy 
Cbampion St. George heard ſuch a Ratling in the Skie and Earth, that he expected ſome ſtrange E. 
Vent to follow : Then caſting his Eyes aſide, he ſaw the enchanted Garden to vaniſh, and the Cham- 
pion of V ales to awake from his long Sleep, wherein he remained ſeven Vears; who like one riſen 
from. a Swoon, for a Time ſtood ſpeechleſs, till he beheld the noble Champion of Exg/and, that ſted- 
. upon the Negromancer ; who at the Vaniſnment of the Enchantment, preſently gave a 
mot terrible Groan and died. Ber e | 8 
The two Champions after many courteous Embracings and kind Greetings revealed to one another 
"the ſtrange Adventures they had paſſed, St. Dawid told how he was bound by the Oath of Knight- 
| hood, to perform the Adventure of Ormandine ; whereupon St. Gorge preſently delivered the En- 
chanted Sword, with the Negromancer's Head into the Hands of St. Dawid, the which he preſently 
Fur here muſt my wearied Muſe leave St. David travelling with Or man- 
dine s Head to the Tartarian Emperor, and ſpeak. of the following Adventures that happened to St. 
George after his Departure from the enchanted. Garden. CE LET ac ol tg, 
4 r ene 5 
How St. George armved in Tripoly in Barbary, ' where he flote away Sabra the King's Daughter of . 
Egypt, fromthe Black-a-more King ; how fbe was known to be a pure Virgin by the Means of a Lion, &c. 
© C Aint George after the Recovery of St. David, as yqu heard in the former Chapter, diſpatched his 
8 Journey towards Chr iſlendum, whoſe pleaſant Banks he long defired to behold, and thought every 
Day a Year, till his Eyes enjoyed a ſweet Sight of his native Country England, upon | whoſe chalky 
Cliffs he had not trod on many a Summer's Pa : Therefore committing his Journey to à fortunate - 
- Succeſs, he travelled thro' many a dangerous Country, where the People were not only of a blogdy* 
'Diſpoſition, given to all manner of Wickedneſs, but the Soil greatly annoyed with wild © Beaſts, 
thro' which he could not well travel without Danger: He continually carried in one of his Hands a 
Weapon ready charged, to encounter with the Heathen People, if Occaſion ſhould ſerve; and in — 
r | | 6 * 5 ot 
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other Hand a bright Blaze of Fire, to defend himſelf ftom the Fury of the wild Beafts, if by 
Violence they aſſailed him. _— „n e. ES, 
Thus in extream Danger travelled the noble and adventurous Champion St. George, till he arrived in | 
the Territories of Barbary, in which Country he purpoſed for a Time to remain, and to ſeek for 
ſome noble Atchievment, whereby his Fame might be encreaſed, and his honoured Name ring thro” 
all the Kingdoms of the World : And _ encouraged with this princely Cogitation, the noble 
Champion of England climbed to the ay + a huge Mountain, where he uncock d- his Bever, which 
before had not been lifted up in many a Day, and beheld the wide and ſpacious Country, how it was 
beautified with lofty Pines, and adorned with many goodly Palaces : But. amongſt the Number of 
the Towers and Cities, which the Engliſßh Champion beheld, there was one which ſeemed tg exceed 
the reſt, both in Situation and brave Buildings, which he ſuppoſed to be the chiefeſt City in all the 
Country, and the Place where the King uſually kept his Court, to which Place St. George intended. 
to travel ; not to furniſh himſelf with any needful —_ but to accompliſh ſome honourable Adven- 
ture, whereby his worthy Deeds might be eternized in the Books of Record. So after he had de- 
ſcended the Top of the ſteepy. Mountain, and had travelled into a low Valley about two. og three Miles, 
he approached an old and almoſt ruinated Hermitage, overgrown with Moſs and other Weeds. Be- 
fore the Entry of this Hermitage, ſat an ancient Father upon a round Stone, taking the Heat of the 
warm Sun, which caſt ſuch a comfortable Brightneſs upon the Hermit's Face, that his white Beard - 
ſeemed to glitter like Silver, and his Head to exceed the Whiteneſs of the northern Iſicles; to whom _ 
after St. George had given due Reverence to his Age, he demanded the Name of the Country and the 
City he travelled to, and under what King the Country was governed. To whom the courteous- 
Hermit thus replied : Moft noble Knight, for ſo 1 gueſs you are by your Furniture and outward Appearance, 


A 
bh * 
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. you are now in the Confines of Barbary, the City oppoſite before your Eyes is called Tripoly, remaining 
under the Government of Almidor ths black King of Morocco, im which City be now. heepeth his Court, 
attended on by as many gallant. Knights,. as Be under the Cope of Heaven. 

At which Words the noble Champion o England, ſuddenly ſtarted as tho' he had Intelligence of + 
ſome doleful News, which deeply diſcontented his Princely Mind: His Heart was preſently incenſed: 
with a ſpeedy Revenge, and * Mind fo extreamly thirſted after A/midor's Tragedy, that he could 
ſcarce anſwer: again to the Hermit's Words: But bridling his Fury, the angry Champion fpolce 
in this Manner: | W's. 

Grave Father (ſaid he) through the Treachery of that accurſed King, I endured ſeven Years Im- 

riſonment in Pia. where I ſuffer'd both Hunger, Cold, and extream Miſery ; but had I | 

ord Aſcalon and my truſty Palfry, which I left in the Egyptian Court, where remains my betrothed 
Love the King's Daughter of Egypt, I would be — upon the Head of. Almidor, were his- 
Guards more ſtrong than the Army of Teræes, whoſe Multitudes drank Rivers dry. Why, ſaid hee 
Hermit, Sabra the King's Daughter of Egypt, is Queen of Barbary ; and fince her Nuptials were ſj - 
lemnly performed in Tr:ipoly, are ſeven Summers fully finiſhed. RNS |. — *# ©." 

Now by the Honour of my Country England, (replied St. Genrge) the Place of my Nativity, and? 
as I am a Chriſtian Knight, theſe Eyes of mine ſhall never cloſe, this undaunted Heart never enter-' = 
; tain one Thought of Peace, nor this unconquer'd Hand receive one Minute's Reſt, until I have o. 
| tained a Sight of that ſweet Princefs, for whote Sake I have endured ſo long Impriſonment: Thereſbre, 
dear Father, be thus kind to a Traveller, to exchange thy Cloathing for this my rich Furniture and 
Iuſty Steed, which I brought from the Soldan of Pera; for in the Habit of a Palmer I may enjoy 
the Satisfaction of her Sight without Syſpicion, otherwiſe I will be conſtrained by Violence, wich  - 
'truſty Faulchion, to make Way into her princely Paiace, where I know ſhe is attended offi8&rare-:- © 
fully, by many valiant and couragious Knights; therefore courteouſly deliver me thy Hermit hο⁹² , 
and I will pive thee to boot, with my Horſe and Armour, this Box of coſtly Jewels ; Which W.ꝗW 


that grave Hermit beheld, he humbly thanked the noble Champien, and ſo with all the Speed n 
eould poſſibly make, exchanged Apparel and in this Manner departed. + - DEE 9 | 
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The Hermit being glad, repaired tochis Hermitage with St. George's Furniture, and St. Grorg in 
the Hermit's Apparel towards the City of Tripoly, who no ſooner came to the ſumptuous en of 
the Court, but he eſpied an hundred poor Paliners,:kneeling at the Gate, to whom St. George ſpoke 
in this Manner; not with lofty and heroical Speeches, becoming a princely Champion, but with 
meek and humble Words like to an aged Palmer. | ; 


My dear Brethren {/aid the Champion) for whats Intent do you remain here, or what expect you j 
from this honourable Court. K+ wi _ 
> - We abide here (lied the Palmers) for an Alms, which the Queen once a Day hath given theſe * 
* Vears, for = Sake of an Erg/i/ Knight, named St. George, whom ſhe affecteth above all the * 
Knights in the World. | 2 
But when will it be given, ſaid St. George * In the Afternoon (replied the Palmers) until which the 
2 upon our bended Knees, we hourly pray for the good Fortune of that moſt noble Egli,) co 

Knight. | h ' 

Which ſpeech fo pleaſed the valiant minded Champion St. George, that he thought every Minute a 4 
Whole Year, till the golden Sun had paſſed away the middle Part of Heaven; for it was but newly * 
. riſen. from Aurora s Bed, whoſe Light as yet, with ſhamed Bluſh, ſtained the eaſtern Sky. P . 


During which Time, the moſt magnanimous Champion St. George of England, one while remembring 
the extream Miſery he endured in Perſia for her Sake, whereat he let fall many chryſtal Tears from 
hie Eyes ; another while thinking upon the terrible Battle he had with the burning * 2 in Egypt. 
where he redeem'd her from the fatal Jaws of Death: At laſt it was his Chance to walk about the 
Court, beholding the ſumptuous Buildings and the curious engraven Works, wrought by the Hands 
of Men, beſtowed upon the glittering Windows, where he heard, to his _— Pleaſure, the hea- 
venly Voice of his beloved Sabra, deſcending from a Window upon the Weſt Side of the Palace; 
where ſhe warbled forth this ſorrowful Dity-upon her Ivory Lute. 


Die all Deſires of Joy and courtly Pleaſures, In Time my Sighs will dim the Heavens fair Light, 


Die all Deſires of princely Royalty, Which hourly flie from my tormented Breaſt, 
Die all Deſires of worldly Treaſures, . Except St. George that noble h Knight, 
Die all Deſires of ftately Majeſty : 8 ith ſafe Return abandon my C ; | | 
"Since he is gone that pleaſed moſt mine Eye. [Then careful Cries ſhall end With deep Anno y, ſari 
For whom I with ten, thouſand Times to die. 4 Exchanging e for imiling . 25 <3 tair 
O that mine Eyes might never ceaſe to weep, * | Before the Face of Heaven this Vow 1 ni ». Sec 
O chat my Tongue might evermore-complain ; | *Tho' unkind F riendshave wed me to their Wil. of 
O that my ſoul»might in his Boſom ſleepß, And crown' dime Queen my ardent Flames toiftake, Ne 
For whoſe ſweet fake my Heart doth live in Pain. Which in Deſpite of them ſhall flouriſn ſtill. 
In Woe I fing, with briniſh Tears beſpent, _ Bear Witneſs Heavens and Earth, what I havefaid ; Re 
Out worn with Grief, conſum'd with Diſcontent. For George's Sake I'll live and die a Maid. nal 
= „Which ſorrowful Ditty being no ſooner ended, but ſhe departed the Window, quite from the Hear- 1 
ing of the Erg/if Champion, that ſtood gazing up to the Caſement, preparing his Ears to entertain for 
_ her ſweet tuned Melody the ſecond Time, but it was in vain ; whereat he grew more enraged than Aſc 


au, when he had loſt his beloved Creu/a amongſt the Army of the Greczans ; ſometimes wiſhing un! 
7 the Day to vaniſh in a Moment that the Hour of her Benevolence might a 8 other times com · | 
forting his ſad Cogitations with the Remembrance of ber true Chaſtity, and long continued Conſtan 
For his Sake; vom ing her Love unto Tbiſbe, her Chaſtity to Diaua s, and her Conſtaucy to Henelape s. | 
Thus ſpent he the Time away, till the glorious Sun began to decline the weſtern Parts of the Earth, 8 
when: the Palmers ſhould receive her wonted Benevolence; againſt which Time the Exg//5 Champion pa 


placed himſelf in the Midſt of them, that expected the wifh d Hour of her coming, Who at the-time 
appointed came to the Palace- Gate, attired in a mdurning Veſture, like Prolexena, King Priamss's 
Daughter, when the went to facrifice ; Her Hair,, after a careleſs Manner, hung wavering * dhe 
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Wind, almeſt changed from. yellou / burniſhed Brightneſs to the Colour of Silver, through her long 
continued Sorrows and Grief of Heart: Her Eyes ſeemed to have wept Seas of Tears, and her 
wonted Beauty (to whoſe Fairneſs all the Ladies in the World did ſome imes yield Obeiſance) was now 
ſtained with the peafled Dew that trickled down her Cheeks: Wherefore the ſorrowful Queen had 
juſtly numbered the Palmgrs, and with vigilant Eyes beheld the princely Countenance of St. Georges 
her Colour began to change from Red to White, as tho' the Lilly and the Roſe had ſtrove for Supe- 
riority ; but yet covering her Cogitations under a ſmooth Brow, firſt delivered her Alms to the Pal- 
mers, then taking St. George aſide with her, ſhe thus kindly began to- confer. IX 

« Palmer (/aig ſbe] thou reſembleſt, both in princely Countenance and courteous Behaviour, that 
thrice honoured Champion of England, for whoſe Sake I have daily. beſtowed my Benevolence for 
this ſeven Years; his Name is Se. George, whoſe Fame I know thou haſt heard reported in many a 


Country, to be the braveſt Knight that ever buckled on Steel Helmet; therefore for his Sake I will 


grace t with the chiefeſt Honour in this Court, inſtead of thy Ruſſet Gabardine, I will cloatk thee 


in purple Silk; and inſtead. of thy ebony Staff, thy Hand ſha'] -wield the richeſt Sword that ever 


princely Eye beheld.” To whom the noble Champion St. Gegrge replied in this courteous manner. 

© I have heard (quoth he) of the princely Atchievments and. magnanimous Adventures of that 
honoured Englif Knight, which you ſo dearly affected, whiſpered thro" many Princes Courts; and 
how for the Love of a Lady h endured long Impriſonment, from whenee he never expected to re- 
turn, but to ſpend the Remnant of his Days in laſting Miſery, At which the Queen let fall from 
her Eyes a Shower of pearled Tears, and vented-ſuch a Number of ftrained Sighs from her grieved 
Heart, that her Grief ſeemed to exceed the Queen of Carthage's, when ſhe-had loſt for ever the Sight 
of her beloved Lord. But the brave-minded Champion purpoſed no longer to continue ſecret, but 
with, his Diſcovery to convert her grievous Moans to ſmiling Joy; and ſo caſting off the Palmers 


Weeds, diſcovered himſelf to the Queen, and therewithal ſhewed the half Ring, whereon was ens, 


graven this Poſie, / burn <vith Love ; which Ring (as you have read byfore) they formerly divided be- 
twixt them, to be kept in Remembrance of their plighted Faiths, | e 
Which unexpected Sight ſo amazed the heauteous Sabra, and her Joy ſo exceeded the Bounds- of 


| Reaſon, that ſhe could not ſpeak one Word, but was conſtrained, through her new-conceived Ple - Mt 
ſure, to breath a ſad, Sigh or two in the — — Boſom, who like a true enobled Knight; enter??- 
e | 


tained her with a loving Kiſs : Where after theſe two Lovers had fully diſcourſed to each other che 
Secrets of their Souls, Sabra how ſhe continued for his Sake a pure Virgin, through the ſecret: Virtue! 


of a golden Chain ſteeped in Tygers Blood, the which ſhe wore ſeven Times double about ber Ivory” , © 
and 2 3 


eturn of his Maſty, but he was more proud of his Preſence than Nucepbelas of the Macedonian Mo- 


Neck, took him by the gentle „ ang led him into her. Huſbands Stables, where ftood his 
ved Palfrey, which ſhe for ſeven Years had fed with her own Hands; who no ſooner eſpied 


narch, when he moſt joyfully returged in Triumph from any victorious Conqueſts. =. 


Now is the Time (quoth the reel ius Princeſy Sabra) that thon mayeſf gal up the Quittanee of our © 


former Loves; therefore with all convenient Speed take thy approved Palfrey and thy truſty Sword 


ord 
Hſcalon, which I will preſently deliver into thy Hands, and with all Celerity convey me this 


unhappy Country; for the King my Huſband, with all his ad venturous Knigbts, have now rode 


Words St. re having a Mind with all excellent Virtues, replied in this Manner: 3 * 
Tbou knoweſt my divine : Miſtreſs, that for thy Love IL would endure as many Dangers as Jan 
ſd in the Iſle of Ca/cos, ſo I might at laſt enjoy the Pleaſure of true Virginity : Bat bow is it 


* 


_— 
- * * & 0 


ans, und every Night baſt entertained a King in thy Bod ? 


9 


4 


that thou canſt remain a true Maid, when, thou haſt been à crowned Queen theſe ſeven | 
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forth a hunting, whoſe, Abſence will favour our Flight; but if you ſtay till his Return, it is not an * 
Hundred of the hardieſt Knights in the World can bring me from this accurſed Palace. At which- 
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If thou ſindeſt me not a true Maid (quoth e) in all that thou canſt ſay or do, ſend me back again 
to my Foe, whoſe Bed I count more loathſome than a Den of Snakes, and his S ight more ominous . 


than the Crocodiles. As for the Morocco Crown, which by Force of Friends was ſet upon my Head, 
I wiſh that it may he turned into a Blaze of quenchleſs Fire, ſo it might not endanger my Body; and 


for the Name of Queen, I account it a vain Title, for I had rather be thy. Erg//s Lady, than the 


greateſt Empreſs in the World. At which Speeches St. George willingly condeſcended, and 
with all Speed purpoſed to go into England, and therewithal he ſealed an Aflurance with as ſweet a 
Kiſs, as Paris gave to the lovely Helena, when ſhe conſented to forſake her native Country, and to 
travel frem her Huſband 4 into Troy. So loſing no Time, leſt Delay might breed Danger, 


Sabra furniſhed herſelf with ſufficient Treaſure, and ſpeedily delivered to St. George his truſty Sword 


which ſhe had kept for ſeven Years for his Sake, with all the Furniture belonging to his approved 
Steed; who no ſooner received her proffered Gifts, which he accounted dearer than the 4far Monar- 


chy, but preſently he ſaddled his Horſe, and beautified his ſtrong Limbs, with rich Capariſons. In 


the mean time Sabra, _ fair Speeches and Promiſes, obtained the good Will of an Eunuch 
That was appointed for her Guard in the King's Abſence, to accompany them in their Travel, and 
to ſerve as a truſty Guide if Occaſion required; who with the Lady, ſtood ready at the Champion's 


Command, who no ſooner had furniſhed himſelf with Habiliments of War, — to ſo dange- 


rous a Journey ; but he ſet his beloved Miſtreſs upon a gentle Palfrey, which always kneeled down 
ontill ſhe had aſcended the Saddle, and likewiſe her Eunuch was mounted upon another Steed, 
whereon all their rich Furniture, with coſtly Jewls and other Treaſures were borne. TO 

So theſe three worthy Perſonages committed their Travel to the Guide of Fortune, who preſerved 
them from the Dangers of purſuing Enemies, which at the King's Return from Hunting, followed 
amain to every Port and Haven that divided the Kingdom of Barbary from the Confines of Chri/t- 
endom. But kind Deſtiny ſo guided their Steps, that they travelled another Way contrary to their 


A Expectations; for when they theught to arrive upon the Ferritories of Europe, they were caſt upon 
the fruitful Banks of Grecia; in which Country we muſt tell what happen'd the three Travellers, and 


omit the Purſuit of the Morrocco Knights, the wratkful Melancholy of the King, and the brutal Ru- 


mour that was amongſt the Commons upon the Queen's Departure, who cauſed the alarm Bells to be 


rung out, and the Bacons ſet on Fire as tho' an Enemy had enter'd their Country. 


But now Melpomene, thou tragick Siſter of the Muſes, report what unlucky Croſſes happened to 
ap turned 


theſe Fravellers in the Confines of Grecia, and how their ſmiling Comedy was by ill 
into a weeping Tragedy.: For when they had journeyed ſome three or four Weeks over many a 


: lofty Hill, they came nigh unto a mighty and vaſt Wilderneſs, through which the Way ſeemed ſo 


long, and the Sun-beams fo exceedingly ſcorching, that Sabra, what for Wearineſs in Travel, and 
the extream Heat of the Day, was conſtrained to reſt under the Shelter of a mighty Oak, whoſe 
Branches had not been lopt in many a Year; where ſhe had not long remained,” but her Heart be- 


gan to faint for Hunger, ang her Colour, that was but a little before as fair as any Lady's in the 
orld, began to change for Want of a little Drink ; whereat the moſt famous Champion St. George, . 


half dead for very Grief, comforted .her as well as he could in this Manner : 
Faint not my dear Lady, (aid he) for hers dt that Sword that mnce preſerved thee from the burning Dra- 


gon, and before thou ſhalt die for want Suſteuance, it ſhall make Way to every Coraer of the Wilderneſs 


where I will either til ſome Veniſon to refreſh thy hungry Stomach, or make my Tomb in the Bowels of ſome 
monſtrous Beaft : Therefore abide thou here under this Tree, in Company of thy faithful Eunuch, till I return 
either with the Fleſb of fome wild Deer, or elſp ſome flying Bird to refreſh thy Spirits for a new Travel. 


Thus left he his beloved Lady, with the Eunuch, to the Mercy of the Woods, and travelled up 
and down the Wilderneſs, till he eſpied a Herd of fatned Deer, from which Company he ſingled out 
the faireſt, and like a tripping Satyr courſed her td Neath. Then with a keen-edged Sword cut out - 
the goodlieſt Hanch of Veniſon that ever Hunters Eye teheld ; which Gift he ſuppoſed to be the 
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moſt welcome to his beloved Lady. But mark what happen'd in his Abſence to the two weary Tra. 
vellers abiding under the Tree: For after St. George's departure, they ſat themſelves don and 
diſcourſed, one while of their long Journey, another while of their ſafe Delivery from the Black-a-- 
moor King, ſpending and ſtealing Time away with ancient Stories, till there appeared out of a 

Thicket two huge and monſtrous Lions, which came directiy pacing towards the two Travellers; Which 
fearful SpeQacle when Sabra beheld, having a Heart overcharged with extream Fear of Death, wholly 

committed her ul into the Hands of God, and her Body almoſt famiſhed for Food, to ſuffice che 
Hunger of the o furious Lions, who by the Appointment of Heaven, offered not ſo much as to 

lay their wrathful Jaws upon the ſmalleſt Part of her Garment ; but with eager Fury aſſailed the Eu: 
nuch, until they had buried his Body in the empty Vaults of their hungry Bowels ; then with their: 


Teeth, lately imbrued in his Blood, rent the Eunuch's Steed into many Pieces: Which being done 


they came to the Lady, who ſat quaking half dead with Fear, and like two Lambs laid their Heads up- 
on her Lap, wþerewith her Hands ſhe ſtroaked down their briſtled Hair, not daring almolt to breath 
till a Heavy Sleep had over-maſter'd their furious Senſes: By which Time the princely minded Cham-' 
pion St. George returned with a Piece of Veniſon upon the Point of his Sword; who at the unexpeCt- 
ed Sight ſtood in Amaze, whether it was beſt to flee for the Safeguard of his Life, or to venture his” 


Fortune againſt the furious Lions. But at laſt the Love of his Lady ſo encouraged him to à Forward- 


neſs, whom he beheld quaking before the diſmal Gates of Death; So laying down his Veniſon, Her 


a victorious Champion, he ſheathed his approved Faulchion moſt furiouſly in the Bowels of One s 


the Lions : Sabra kept the other ſleeping in her Lap, till his proſperous Hand had likewiſe diſpatched 
him: Which Adventure being performed, he firſt thanked Heaven for the Victory, and then in 
this kind Manner ſaluted his . 3 2 2 
Noa Sabra (ſaid he) I have by this ſufficiently proved thy true Virginity ; for it is the Nature Li 
on be he never ſo furious, not to harm an unſpotted Virgin, but humbly to lay bis briſtled Head upona Maid? 
en's Lap, Therefore divine Paragon, thou art the World's chief Wonder for. Love and Chaſiity, whoſe hott® 
onred Virtues ſhall ring as far as Phoebus ſhews his Light, and aubeſe Conſtancy I will maintrin-im every 


Land where I come, to be the trueſt under the Circuit of the Sun. At which Wards he caſt his Be A. 
ſide, and beheld the bloody Spectacle of the Eunuch's Tragedy, which by Sabra'was wofully related | 


to the Grief of St. George, where ſad ſighs ſerved for a doleful Knell to bewail his.untimely Death ; 


But having a noble mind, not ſubject to vain Sorrow, Where all Hope of Life is hats Order wa 3 
15 is Order” Wa 


Grief*and prepared the Veniſon in Readineſs for his Lady's Nepaſt, Wich in 


; 


He had in his Pocket a fire-lock, wherewith he ſtruck Fire and Kindled'it with Sunburne: Mk 
and encreaſed the Flame with other dry Wood, which he gathered in the Wilderneſs; ag 


they roaſted ghe Veniſon, and ſufficed themſelves to their own Contentments. After whigtjoyfuF Rev _ 
aſt, theſe two princely Perſons ſet ſorward on their wonted Travels, whereby ghe happy Geldes \ © 


eaven ſo conducted their Steps, that before many Days paſſed, they arrived in the 
even upon the Day when the Marriage of the Grecian Emperor was to be ſolemnly held: whic 
Royal Nuptials, in former Times, had been ſent into every Nation of the World, as well into un | 


9 


as Afia, Africa and America; At which honourable Marriage, the ann on R 4 


were preſent; for golden Fame had ſpread the Report thereof to the ears of 
Sevil to St. James the Champion of Spain, where he remained with his lovely Cælgpint; TUN 


thony the Champion of tay, then travelling into the Borders of Sqthia, with his Lady Reſa nat; f 


Likewiſe to St. Andrew the Champion of Scotland, to St. Patrick the Champian of [reland, uud t6 


St. David the Champion of Wales, who all atchieved great adventures in the Kingdoni of U Dung, 4 


as you have heard before diſcourſe at large. WI Sts Fe 
But now fame and ſmiling Fortune conſented to make their Knightly Atchievemeiſts to ſhine in 
Eyes of the whole World, therefore by the Conduction of Heaven, they all in general arrived in? 


. 
” 
1 


— 


he the ſeven Champions: -- 
In Theſſaly to St. Dennis the Champion of France, there remaining wien the beautiful Eine? 
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CHAP. XII. 

How the ſouen C bampions arrived in Grecia at the E s Nuptials ; where they 

* 2 And how open Mar vert proclaimed again} — the agg and of 

Knights ; and bow every 2 try to raiſe an Army. 


| 
& | 
I Ws 
F Knights and Ladies that did attend him to the Church, their coſtly Garments and glittering Or- 
1 ous/Banquets, the honourable Services, and delicious Cheer that beautified the Emperor's nu 
tals, with the ſtately Mask and courtly Dances, performed by many noble Perſonages, and chiefly 


diſcourſe of the Knightly Atchievements of the ſeven Champions of Chriſtendom, whoſe honourable 
— 1 and magnanimous Encounters deſerves a golden Pen to relate: For after ſome few Days 


be held for the Space of ſeven Days, in Honour of 'his Marriage; and 


E 


down by any one, except their own Attendants. 
the appointed Day the Tournaments ſhould begin, the Emperor cauſed a wonderful large 
Frame. of Timber-work to be erefted ; whereon his Empreſs and Lad 1 "might ſit, for the better View 
ef che Tilters, and with Pleaſure ſee the Champions Encounters, moſt nob 
our of their Miſtreſſes: Likewiſe in the Compaſs of the Liſts was 8 ſeven Tents of ſeven differ- 
ant Colours, . remain till the Sound of the ſilver Trumpets ſum- 


2 them to 
in Readineſs fitting ſo . a Royalty, the Princeſſes and Ladies in 
en . Em — Fug his new married Em inveſted. on their lofty Thrones, ſtrongly 


—_— al Manner began. 
ernis of France was appointed chief Champion againſt all Comers, who was 


ky; 1350 Da 
. __ x; hop of the Golden Knight, who at the Soùnd of the Trumpets entered the Lifts, His 
Teat was 22 the Colour of a Mary-Gold, upon the Top an artificial Sun framed, that ſeemed to 


Th + the whale A ſſembly; his Horſe of an Iron grey, graced with a ſpangled Plume of Feathers : 
| 2 _ bo 
; weary; Champion, to the wonderful Admiration of all the Beholders ; bk to be brief, he 
der the Emperor, with the Noiſe of Trumpets, awaked the Champions out of their 


rode a Page i in Purple Silk, bearing upon his Creſt three Golden Flour-de-luces, which 
ine his Arms. Thus in this Royal Manner entered St. Dennis the Lifts, where after he had 
oy. up and down, to the open View of the whole Company, * him- 
Yea the Tournament, againſt whom ran. many Grecian were foi · 
2 ved hinge and with ſuch Fortitude that the Emperor, applauded kim for the bra- 
as ** e World. 
$7 mw in great Royalty, to the exceeding Pleaſure of the Emperor was the firſt Day ſpent, ill — 
dark Evening ante the Knights to break off 5 and repair to their Es 10 
| "the next Mong. no ſooner did Phebus ſhew his ſplendent Brightneſs, but the ing oa — 
nt 


hw all S prepared for the ſecond Day's Exerciſe. The chief Champion appointed for — 
wg . Champion St. T ames of Spain; who, after the Emperor and Em had ſeated 
themſelves with a ſtately Train of beautiful Ladies, enter'd the Liſts upon a'ſtately Jennet, betrapt 

with a rich Capariſon ; N over againſt the Emperor's Throne his Tent was 5 'd, which was 


of the Colour e k- ſilver, wherein was portray many a fine Device: Beſore the Tent attended 
four Squires, pole way te ſeveral Scutcheons in their Hands, whereon was curionfly paitted the 


- four Elements, kkewile ho had the Tide of hs res Kaight 4 who bore himſelf no Jes worthy of all 


ſpeak of the 3 E Knights that aſſembled in the Grecian Court together, would be a | 
Labour too tedious, and require the Pen of Homer; therefore I will omit the Train of honour- 


- naments, exceeding the Royalty of Hecuba, the beauteous Queen of Troy: And alſo I paſs over the 


appointed for his def hampions the ſeven Chrifian Knights, whoſe Names, as then, were not 


an hundred armed Knights, the King's Reralds ſolemnly proclaimed the Tournaments 


hamber _— to the great Pleaſure of the Grecian Prince, the A. preſently — | 
ko ; 


y performed for the Hon- 
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princely Commendations than the French Champion the Day before. The third Day St. Anthony of 
Italy was chief Challenger in the Tournament, whoſe Tent was of the Colour of the Sley, hk 
Steed furniſhed with coſtly Habiliments, his Armour after the Barbarian Manner, his Shield plated 
round about with Steel, whereon was painted a golden Eagle in a Field of Blue, which —_ the 
ancient Arms of Rome; likewiſe he had the Title of the azure Knight, whoſe matchleſs Chivalry-for 
that Day won the Prize from all the Grecian Knights, to the great Rejoycing of the Lady Roſalinda, 
the King of Thracia's Daughter, that ſtill remained in Page's Attire, wherein (for the Dear Love ſhe 
bore to St. Anthony) diſguiſedly ſhe ſtole from the Court, whoſe Diſcovery ſhall hereafter be expre(- 
ſed. The fourth Day, by the Emperor's Appointment, the valiant and worthy Knight St. 4arubow 
of Scotland, obtained the Honour to be chief Challenger for the Tournament: His 'Tent was fra- 
med in the Manner of a Ship ſailing on the Waves of the Sea, invironed about with Dolphins, Tyi- 
tons and many ſtrange contrived Mermaids ; Upon the Top ſtood the Picture of Neptune the God of 

the Seas, bearing ir. his Hand a ſtreamer, whereon was wrought in crimſon Silk a corner Croſs, which 
ſeemed to be his Country's Arms; he was called the red Knight, becauſe his Horſe was covered with 

a bloody Veil: his worthy Atchievements obtained ſuch Favour in the 

him his Silver Gauntlet, which was valued at a Thouſand Pdxtagues, w. 


re after his noble Encoun- 


— 
* 


* . 


— Eyes, that he threw - 
e 


ters he enjoyed a ſweet Repoſe. The fifth Day}St. Patrick of Eelaud as chief Champion entered the 


Lifts upon an Iriſb Hobby, covered with a Veil of Green, attended on by fix filvan Knights, every 
one bearing upon his Shoulder a blooming Tree: His Tent reſembled a ſummers Bower, at the En- 
try whereof ſtood the Picture of Flora beautified with a Bundle of ſweet ſmelling Roſes : He was na- 
med the Green Knight, whoſe worthy Proweſs ſo daunted the Defendants, that before the Tournament 
began they gave him the Honour of the Day. Upon the fixth Day the heroical and noble Champion 
of Wales obtained ſuch Favour at the Emperor's Hands, that he likewiſe was chief Challenger 


who enter'd the Lifts upon a Tartarian Palfrey, covered with a Veil of Black, to fignifie a black and '- 
tragical Day ſhould befal to thoſe Grecian Knights, that durſt attack his invincible Fortitude e 
Tent was pitohed in the Manner and form of a Caſtle on the Weſt-fide of the Liſts; "before hee 


+ Entry * golden Shield, whereon was lively portrayed a ſilver Griffin Rampant upon a 


Helmet, w 
ed due Commendations at the Emperor's Hands, but of, the whole Aſſembly of Gzecian 


ch ſignified the ancient Arms of Britain. His princely Atchievements, not on {> 4 


applauded him to be the moſt noble Knight that ever ſhivered Launce, and the moſt fortunate , - 


— that ever entered into the Grecian Court. Upon the ſeventh and laſt of theſs bonourubie 
*ournaments,. and moſt noble Proceedings, the famous and valiant Knight at Arm Se. * 4 
| with bag - 


England, as chief Challenger, enter d the Liſts upon a fable-coloured Steed, betrapt wi 
burniſht Gold; his Forchead beautified with a gorgeous Plume of Purple PFeathery "from whenes 
any Pendants of Gold ; his Armour of the Pureft Lydian Steel, nailed faſt r wieh fi- 


hung m 
. — his Helmet engraved. very curiouſly, beſet with Iudian Pearl and Jaſperonesj Beh 


his Breaſt- plate hung a filver Table in a Damask Scarf, whereon was pictured a Lion pn in a. 
bloody Field, bearing three gies Crowns upon his Head: Before his Tent ſtood an Tory Charive 
guarded by twelve cole-black Negroes; wherein his beloved Lady and Miftrefs Saru fat, inveſt 
with a filver Globe, to behold the heraical Encounters of her moſt noble and mai 
ion St, George of England; his Tent was as white as the Swans Feathers, glittering 


irgin's Hair, where hung his Lady's ove, which he wore to maifitin her excellent Gifts of 
or | 


Nature, to ene all the Ladies in the World: Theſe coſtly Habilliments viſnked the Betolders with 


= 


Cham - c 
up rted by four jointleſs Elephants, of the Pureſt Braſs ; about his Helmet he tied a wreath - * 
0 


ſuch unſpenkabie Pleaſure, that they ſtood gazing at his Furniture, not able to withdraw Weir Ryes 
from ſa haayenly a Sight. But when they bed Tis victorious Encounters againſt the Greris Knight 
they ſu n to be the invincible Tamer of that ſeven heatledMoufter that climbed to the E 
ments ng- to pull Jupiter from his As. His Steed never enoounter d with any ate * | 
| ( 7 n 2 . — 7 * F * 14 
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| falpyin:Revenge of bis Daughter, taken:awway by a French & 
ef :bis Daughter, taken away by a Spaniſh Knight : The Tartarian Emperor in RevPnge of his Son, tht 
_ Count Palatine, ais by the unhappy Hand f the Champion of Wales: The Thracian Monarch in Re- 
' wenge of his vain Travels after bis Seven Daugbters, now in the Keeting certain Chriſtian Knights. In 
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he tumbled Horfe and Man to the Ground, where they lay for a Time bereft of ſenſe. The Tour- 


nament laſted for that Day, from the Sun's Riſing till the Evening Star appeared; in which Time 
he conquered five Hundred of the hardieſt Knights then living in 4a, and ſhivered an hundred 

Launces to the Admiration of the Beholders. _ | | ; 
Thus were the ſeven Days brought to an End by the ſeven worthy Champions of Chriftendom ; in 
Reward of whoſe noble Atchievments, the Grecian Emperor, being a Man that highly favoured 
knightly Proceedings, gave -them a golden Tree with ſeven Branches, to be divided —_— 

them: Which honourable Prize they brought to St. George's Pavillion: Where in dividing 
Branches, the ſeven Champions diſcovered themſelyes one to another, and by what good Fortune 
they arrived in the Grecian Court; whoſe — wiſhed Sight ſo rejoyced their Hearts, that they all 
accounted that happy Day of meeting the joy fulleſt that ever they beheld. But when the Tourna- 
ments were fully ended, and the Knights reſted ſome few Days, recovering their wonted Agility of 
Body, they fell to a new Exerciſe of Pleaſure, not appearing in glittering Armour as before the Tilts, 
not following the loud —_— and filver Trumpet, but ſpending the Time away in courtly 
Dances amongſt their beloved Ladies and Miſtreſſes, in more Royalty than the Phrys ian — 
u- 


when they preſented the Paragon of Aa with an enchanted Mask: There wanted no inſpiring 


fick to delight their Ears, no pleaſant Sonnets to raviſh their *enſes, nor no curious Dances to pleaſe 
their Eyes. Sabra, was the Miſtreſs of the Revels, who graced the whole Court with her excellent 
beauty, which ſeemed to exceed the Reſt of the Ladies in fairneſs, as far as the Moon ſurpaſſeth. her 
attending Stars in a froſty Night: And when ſhe danced, ſhe ſeemed like Theris tripping on the fil- 
ver Sas, with whom the Sun did fall in Love; and if ſhe chanced to ſmile, the cloudy Elements 


would weep, and drop down heavenly Dew, as tho' they mourned for Love, there hkewiſe remain- 
ed in the Court the ſix Thracian Virgins, that in former Time lived in the Shape of Swans, Which 


were as beautiful Ladies as ever Eye beheld. Alſo many other Ladies attended the Empreſs, in whoſe - 


(Companies the ſeven Champions daily Delighted ; ſometimes diſcourſing of amorous Conceits, other 
Times delighting themſelves with ſweet ſounding Muſick ; then ſpending the Day in Banquetin . 


* Revelling;' Dancing, and ſuch like Paſtimes, not one Injuring their true bethrothed Ladies: but th 
| courtly Pleaſures continued not long, for they were ſuddenly daſhed with certain News of open Wars 


procleimed againk all Chri/fendom, which fell out contrary to the expectation of the Chriftian Cham- 
pions. For there 1 in the Grecian Emperor's Palace, an hundred Heralds of an hundred ſeveral 
Provinces who proclaifhed utter Defiance to all Chriſian Kingdoms in theſe Words - 


Pie tbe hich and mighty Emperors of. Aſia and Africa, great Commanders of Land and Seas. proclaims by 
general Conſent of all the Eaſtern Potentates, utter Ruin and Deſirufion to the Kingdoms of Chriftendom 
Au to all thoſe Nations where any Chriſtian Knights are harboured. Firft, the Soldan of P 


in Revenge 


Slaughtpr done in his Palace, by an Engliſh Champion: Ptolomy the Egyptian King in Re. 


1 of his Daughter, violent iy taten away by the ſame Knight : Almidor the black King of Morocco 
in 2 


of. bis Queen, likewiſe taken away by the ſaid En gli Champion: The grout Goverter of Theſ- 


2577, The King of Jeruſalem, is Revenge 


| Rewonge of aubich Injuries, all Kinggams, from the farth®# Parts of” Preſter John's Dominions, to the 


# 4 


Birders bf the\Red Sea, bawe enter d down their Hands and Seals to be aiders in this bliody War. 

This Proclamation was no ſooner ended, but the Grecian Emperor likewiſe conſented to their bloo- 
dy Determination; and thereupon gave ſpeedy Command to muſter up the greateſt Strength that Gve- 
«i could afford to joyn with the Pagans to the utter Ruin and Confuſion of Chri/texdom : Which bloo- 
dy Edict, or rather inhuman Judgment pronounced by the accurſed Infidels compelled the Chriflian 


Champions to make a ſpeedy Departure, and every one to haſten to his own Native Country 
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there to provide for the Pagans Entertainment. 80 after due Confiderftion, the Champions departed 
in Company of their betroathed Ladies, who choſe rather to live in their Huſbands Boſoms, than with 
their miſbelieving Parents: where after ſome few Daw thi arriyed in the ſpacious Bay of -Portugal, = 
in which Haven they vowed by the Honour of true Knighthood, to meet again within fix Months, 
there to join their Chriſtian Armies into one Legion: Upon which plighted Reſolution the. worthy 
Champions departed one from another: St. George into England, St. Dennis into France, St. James 
into Spain, St. Anthony into Italy, St. Andrew into Scotland, St. Patrick into Ireland, and St. avid 
into Wales ; whoſe pleaſant Banks they had not beheld in many Years before; where their Entertain- 
ments were as honourable as their Hearts deſired. But to ſpake of muſtering up Soldiers, in every 
Chriſtian Kingdom, and what Strength arrived at the appointed Time in the Bay of Portugal, ſhall 
be diſcourſed in the Sequel of this Hiſtory ; and what troubleſome Wars overſpread the whole Earth; 
where the heroical Deeds of thoſe noble Champions ſhall at large be deſcribed : Alſo the Overthrow 
of many Kings and Kingdoms, Ruins of Towns and' Cities, and the Decay of many flouriſhing 
Common-wealths : Likewiſe of the bloody Tragedies of many, unchriſtian Princes, whereat the Hea- \ 
vens will mourn to ſee the Effuſion of Blood trickle from the Breaſts of murthered Infants, the 
Heaps of ſlaughter'd Damſels wg to Pieces by the Soldiers Horſes, and the Streets of many a 
City beſprinkled with the Blood of Reverend Age. Therefore gentle Reader, accept of this my 
Labour with a ſmooth Brow and kind Countenance, and my weary Muſe ſhall never reſt till T have 
finiſh'd the pleaſant Hiſtory of theſe heroical Champions. | * | 
| 2 „ eK E "+4 
How the ſeven Champions of Chriſtendom arrived cuith all their Troops in the Bay of Portugal ; with 
the number of the nian Armies : And how St. George made an Oration ta the Soldier. 
Fter that the ſeven Champions of Chri/endom arrived in their native Countries, and by true Re-, 
ports had blazed abroad to every Prince's Ear the bloody Reſolutions of the Pagans, and chow 
the Provinces of Aſia and Africa had muſtered up their Forces for the Invaſion of Eurape ; all . 4 _ 
an Kings then at the Entreaty of the Champions, aſſembled mighty Armies of well approved Sol | 
both by Sea and Land, to intercept the Infidels wicked Intentions. Likewiſe by, the-whale Conſent  - 
of CO the noble and fortunate Champion of Eagland St. George, was appointed Generali. | 
mo and principal Leader of the Armies: and the other fin Champions were, elected for -his Council - 
and chief Aſſiſtants in all Attempts that appertained either to the Benefit of Chrifendom, or the Fur- 
therance of their former Proceedings. „ eus e ent - ag. de , 
This honourable War ſo fired the Hearts of many youthful Gentlemen, and ſo encomraged .. 
Minds of every common Soldier, that ſome mortgaged their Land, and at their own proper Charges 
furniſhed themſelves : Some ſold their Patrimonies to ſerve in theſe honourable Wars, and diert 
forſook their Parents, Kindred, Wife, Children, Friends and Acquaintance, anct without Conſtraingt 
of preſſing. offered themſg}ves to follow ſo noble a General, as the Renowned Champion of England, © 
and to ſpill their Blood in the jaſi Quarrel of their native Country. To be brief, one might. behold- - 
the Streets of every Town and C "throughout all the Dominions of - Europe, 'beautified with 'Troopy © # 
of Soldiers, which thirſted after nothing but Fame and Honour. Then the joyful Sound of thunder- - - . 
ring Drums, and the Ecchoes of ſilver Trumpets ſummoned them to Arms, that followed wich as 
much Willingneſs, as the Grecians followed Agamemuom to the woful overthrow of Trey; - for by the 
Time the Chriſian Champions had ſported themſelves in the Boſoms of their kind Miſtreſſes, the 
forward Captains taken their courtly Paſtimes, and the willling Soldiers: bid adieu to their Friends 
and Acquaintances, the Spring | vered the Earth with a he Livery ;*/ which was the:appointed Wi 
Time that the Chrifian-Armies ſhodld meet in Portugal, there to join cheir ſeveral Troops iν n, - Wl 
Legion: Which Promiſe- cauſed the Champions to bid adieu to their ns Countries, and With |. 
all In_P buckle on their Furnitures, to hoiſe up Sails, where after aſhore Time, the Wind with | - | 
a cairn and proſperous Gate, blew them happily into -the Bay of Pertugal. An vis 4 19. | 
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54 | The Famous HISTORY of the | 

| The firſt that arrived in that᷑ ſpacious Haven, was the noble Champion St. George, with an Hun- 

2 dred Thoufand couragious Engli Soldiers, whoſe Forwardneſs betokened a fortunate Succeſs, and 

, their willing Minds a joyful Victory. His Army being ſet in Battle array, ſeemed to countervail 
the Number of the Macedomiaz Soldiers, wherewith worthy Alexander conquered the Weſtern World; 
his Horſemen being in Number twenty.thouſand, were armed in black Corſlets; their Launces bound 
about with Plates of Steel; their Steeds covered with Mail three times double; their Corſlets were 
the ſanguine Croſs, ſupported by a golden Lion; his ſturdy Bowmen, whoſe conquering. grey gooſe 


; Wiag, in former Times, terrified the circled Earth, being in Number likewiſe twenty thouſand, | 


| Clad all in red Mandilians, with Caps of the ſame Colour, bearing thereon likewiſe a ſanguine 
Cross, being the true Badge and Honour of England; their Bows of the ſtrongeſt Yew, and their 
0 2 Arrows of the ſoundeſt Aſh, with forked Heads — god their Feathers bound with Wax and 
IN *- twiſted Silk His Viketcers being in Namber ten thou ſand.tficir Muskets of the wideſt Bore, with 


| welocks wrought by curious Workmapſhip, yet of ſuch w 
reſt at all to © +: eir right aiming Arms./ His Cavalry Shot Tikewiſe ten thouſand 


ze filler 


| Bills to guard the waving Enſigns, thirty thouſand. all clad with glittering bright Armour; likewiſe 
N foilowed ten thouſand labouring Pioneers, if Occaſion offered, to undermine any Town or' Caſtle, 
Nia intrench Forts or Sconces, or to make a Paſſage thro' Hills or Mountains, as worthy Hannibal 
did, when he made a Way for his Soldiers thro' the lofty 4/ps, that divided the Countries of 
ag and Spain. ä | 3 | 
"The next that arrived in the Bay of Por/uga/, was the princely-minded Champion St. David of 
Wales, with an Army of fifty thouſand true born Britains, furniſhed with all the Habiliments - of 
War, to fo noble and valiant a Service, to the high Renown of his Country, and true Honour of 
n Progeny, their Armour in Richneſs nothing inferior to the Exg/i/&men's ; their Colours were a 
* Droſs, ſupported by a ſilver Griffin ; which Scuscheon ſignified the ancient Arms of Vales: 
| ſooner. had St. George a Sight of the valiant Britains, but he cauſed the Muſketeers preſen 
dd entertain them with a Volley of Shot, to ſignify their happy and joyful Welcome to Shore; whi 
they ſpeedily performed ſo courageouſly and with ſuch a ratling Noiſe, as tho' the Firmament had 
! burſt aſunder, and the Earth made Eccho at their thundering Noiſe. But no ſooner were the 
Skies-cleared from the Smoak of the reaking Powder, and that St. George might at Pleaſure diſcern 
the noble and magnanimous Champion of Wales, who then rode upon a Milk white Hobby, in 
fret Armour, - guarded by a Train of Knights in Veſtures, but he greeted St. David with 
kind Courtefie, and accompanied him to the Egli Tent, which they had erected cloſe by the 
| Part Side; where for that Night theſe two Champions remained, ſpending their Time with unſpeak- 
| able Pleaſure ; and Upon the next Day after, St. David departed to his own Tent, which he had 
auſed to be pitched about a Quarter of a fog from the Eng/zh Army. $ 5 
I 'Vbe next that arrived on the fruitful Banks o Portugal, was St. Patrick the noble Champion of 
dreland, with an Army likewiſe af fifty thouſand, attired after afirange and wonderful Manner; 
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maur of Proof; they bare in their Hands mighty . n which 
tie couragious and valiant Hri/6 Soldiers, b Agility of their Arms, could throw a full flight 
. Shot, with forcible Strength- would ſtrike three or four Inches into an Oak, and with ſuch a 
in Alm, that they would not miſs the Breadth of a Foot. 5 5 2 
Theſe adventurous and hardy Soldiers no ſooner arrived on the Shore, but the Exglißi Muſketeers 
gave them & princely Entertainment, ;andepreſently conducted the noble-minded Champion St. Patrick 
b the Eg Tent, where the three Champions of England, Wales and Ireland, paſſed away the 
cm __—_—— gp Dy; K Camps to the 
of the miſbelieving Enemy, and ſetung perfect Directions which Way they were beſt to march, 
ſuch like Devices for their own Saſeties, and the Benefit of Chrifecadem. | 


onderful Lightneſs, that they required no 
o fl 
mmmRered Men, but yet of as couragious Minds as the talleſt Soldiers in his Army. His Fikes and 


Their Furniture were of the Skins of wild Beaſts, but yet more unpierceable than the ſtrongeſt Ar- 
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The next that landed on the Banks of Portugal, was St. Andrew the worthy Champion of Seetjand* 
with threeſcore thouſand of well approved Soldiers: His Horſemen the bold adventurous Galli vu. 
clad in quilted Jackets, with Lances of the Turtiſb Faſhion thick and ſhort, bearing 1 their Bea- —_ 
vers the Arms of Scotland, which was a Corner-croſs, ſupported by a naked Virgin: Pike- men 
the ſtiff and hardy Men of Orcady, which continually lie upon freezing Mountains, the Icy Rocks, | 
and the ſnowy Valleys: His Shot the light-footed Caledoni ans, that if fion, can climb the higheſt 
Hill ; and for Nimbleneſs in running, out-run the ſwift-footed Stag. Theſe bold and adventurous - 
Scottiſh Men in all Forwardneſs deſerved as much Honour at the Eng Champion's Hands, as any 
Nation before; therefore he commanded his Shot, at their firſt Entry on Land, to give them a noble 
Entertainment, which they performed moſt royally, and alſo conducted St. Andrew to the 1 
Tent, where after he had given St. George the Courteſy of his Country, departed to his Tent, w 
was diſtant from the Exg/i;5 Tent a Mile. 5 -— _ : 
The next that arrived was St. Anthony the Champion of Tah, with a Band of fourſcore thouſand. 
brave [tzlian Soldiers, mSunted upon warlike Courſers ; every Horſeman attended on by a naked 
Negro, bearing in his Hand a Streamer of watchet-Silk, with the Arms of tay. thereon ſet iti Gold ; 
every Footman furniſhed with approved Furniture, in as ſtately a manner 2s the Eg Men, who 1 
at their Landing received as royal an Entertainment as the other Nations; and likewiſe St. ſutbony " 
was as highly honour'd by the Egli Champion, as any of the other Chrifian Knighta. — 
The next that arrived was St. Dams, the victorious Champion of France, with a Band of four- = 
ſcore Thouſand. After him marched Dukes of twelve ſeveral Dukedoms, then under the Government 
of the French King; every one at his own proper Coſt and Charges maintained two thouſand Soldiers © 
in theſe Chriſtian Wars: Their Entertainments were as glorious as the reſt, 224.34 08 a0 4a 
The laſt of the Chriſfian Champions that arrived upon the fraitful Banks of F , was the -. 
nanimous Knight St. James of Spain, with a Band hkewiſe of Fourſcore Thouſand. With'him = 
brought from the Spani/s Mines, ten Tun of refined Gold, only to maintain the Soldiers in the Des 
fence of Chri/endom : He no ſooner landed with his Troops, but the fix Champions gave him the: 
honourable Welcome of a Soldier, and ordained a folemn Banquet for the Armies in genera}, whole . 
Number juſtly amounted to five hundred Thouſand : Which _ they compoſed into one Cam 
Royal, and after placed their Wings and Squadrons Batile-wiſe, chiefly by the Direction of St. See, 
being then Generaliſſimo by the Conſent of the Chriſſian Kings ; who aſter he had viewed the CA 
an Armies, his Countenance ſeemed to prognoſticate a crowned Victory, and to foretel a fatal Oyer- 
throw to the miſbelieving Potenta- es; therefore to encourage his princely Followers, to perſevere: in 
their wonted Willagvels, be ronounced this princely Harangue, End 3 Fee 
12 Men of Europe (/ai1 he) and my Countrymen, whoſe conquering Fortunes ' never yet haus fear 
J be Enemies of Chriſt ; you fee aue have forſaken our native Lands, and committed onr Dejiinies to the” 
Queen of Chance, not to fight in an unjuſt Quarrel, but in the true Cauſe of Iſrael's * v g, i 
Nature to climb to the Heaven a Nimrod and rhe Giants, ⁊ubo ered it informer. Time 4. but to © . 
vent the Invaſion of Chriſtendom, the Ruin of Europe, and the intended Owverthriviv of all Cbriſian Pre- if 
wvinces. The bluody-minded Infidels hawe muſter” d ug Legions, in Number like Blades of Grafe that grow on 
the flouriſhing Plains of” Italy, or the Stars of' Heaven in the coldeſt Winter's Night. protefling te fill rr Wl 
Countries with Seas of Bload, to ſeatter, aur Streets with mangled Limbs, and convert our gltrions ties in- 1 
to Flames of quenchigſi Fire : Therefore, dear Countrymen, live not to ſee our Chriſſiam N irgiuſ ſpoiled by luft- * 
Jul Rape, nor dra ged along cu" Streets like guiltleſi Lamb: to a bloody Slaughter ; nor lie lo ſee our — 3 
leſs Babes with bruiſed Brains daſht againſt hard fl nt Stones ; nor live to fee our ancient. Age, whoſe Hair 1 
reſembles Silver Mines, lie bleeding on the Marble Pavuements; but like Chriftian Soldiers 72 in the Quar- "= 
rel of your Countries. What though the Pagans be in Number tem to one, yet Heaven, I naw, vill fight 
For Chriſtendom, ani caſ them down before our Faces like Dr of April Showers ? (Be not diſmay'd 
to ee them in order'd s; ner fear not when you behold the Streamers hovering in the ng Wind 
when, their fleety Piker, hike to a therny Foreſt, will verſpread wholi Countries: Thouſands 95 them, } 
be op) | * hnow 
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know, will have no Heart to fight, but fly with cowardly Fear, like Flocks of glu, Ire the greedy 
Walf. I am the Leader of your noble Minds, that neuer fought in wain, nor never entred Battle, bat 
returned with Conqueſt. Them every one with me build upon this princely Reſolution : For Chriſtendom, 
" ave will. fight: For Chriſtend on wwe will live and die. 5 . 
This ſoldier-like Oration was no ſooner finiſhed, but the whole Army, with a general Voice, cried 
to Arms, to Arms, with victorious George of England: Which noble Reſolution of the Soldiers, ſo 
rejoiced the Ezgi/ Champion, and likewiſe encouraged the other Chriſtian Knights with ſuch For- 
wardneſs of Mind, that they gave ſpeedy Command to remove their Tents, and to march with eaſy 
Journeys, towards: 7rippoly in Barbary, where 4lmidor the black King of Marocco had his Refidence.: 
In which Travel we muſt leave, for a while, the Chrifian Army, and ſpeak of the innumerable: 
Troops of Pagan Knights, that arrived in one Inſtant in the Kingdom of Hungary, and how they fell 
at Variance in the Election of a General: Which evil Mutiny cauſed much Effafion of Blood, to 
the great Hurt both of Africa and Aſia, as here followeth. | 
| | CH AP. XIV. 1 2 2 
Of the Diſſention and Diftord that happened among the Armies of the Pagans in Hungary; The Battle 
" betwixt the Chriſtians and the Moors in Barbary; And how Almidor, the black King of Morocco, 
dba, burnt to Death in a Cauldron of boiling Lead and Brimſtone. | "+: 
HE ireful Pagans, after they had levied their martial Forces both by Sea and Land, repair 
do their general Place of Meeting, there to conclude the utter Ruin of Chrifendom : For no 
ſooner did cold Winter withdraw his chill Froſt from the Earth, and Flora took Poſleflion of his 
. Place, but the Kingdom of Hungary ſuffered exceffive Penury, through the numberleſs Armies of ac- 
curſed Inſidels, being their appointed Place of Meeting: For tho' Hungary, of all Countries both in 
Africa und fa, then was the richeſt and plentifulleſt of Victuals to maintain a Camp of Men, yet was 
it mightily overpreſt, and greatly burthened with Multitudes, not only for Want of Neceſſaries to relieve 
Soldiers, but with extream Cruelty of thoſe bloody-minded Miſcreants, that thro' a civil Diſcord which 
happened amongſt them about the Election of a General, they converted their Union to a moſt inhuman, 
Slaughter, and their triumphant Victory to a diſmal bloody Tragedy: For no ſooner ar-ived their 
©. Legions upon the Plains of A/gernes, being in Len and Breadth one and twenty Leagues; but 
the King of Hungary cauſed their Muſter-Rolls to be publickly read, and juſtly number'd in the 
Hearing of the Pagan Knights; which in this manner was proclaimed thro' the Camp. 
Hirt, be it known unto all Nations, that fight in the Quarrel of Africa and Aſia, under our three 
at Gods, Mahomet, Targanant and Apollo, what invincible Forces are now arrived in this Kingdom of 
Flun gary, a Land honoured thro' the whole World, not only for Arms, but curious Buildings, and beautified 
avith all Manner of Riches. | . | g | 
Finſ, aue have fron the Emperor of Conſtantinople, π] ] ͥ hundred thouſand Turks. From the Em. 
ror of Grecia, two hundred and fifty thouſand. From the Emperor of e an hundred threeſcore and 
three thouſand. From the Soldan of Perſia, two . hundred thouſand. From the King of Jeruſalem, four 
hundred thouſand. Of Moors, one hundred and twenty thouſand. Of cole-black Negroes, one 
and forty thouſand. Of Arabians, one hundred and fixty thouſand. Of Babylonians, one hundred and 
thirty thouſand and odd. Of Armenians, one hundred and fifty thouſand. "Of Macedonians, two hu 
dred and thn thouſand, Of Syracuſians, fifteen thouſand fix hundred. Of Hungarians, three" thouſand 
fix hundred. Of Sicilians, ſeven thouſand three hundred. Of Scythians, one hundred and five thouſand, 
Of Parthians, one thouſand three hundred. - Of Phrygians, ſeven thouſand three hundred. Of Ethio- 
" prans, ſixty thouſand. Of Thracians, fourſcore thouſand. Likewiſe from the Provinces of Preſter John, 
three hundred thouſand of unconquered Knights ; with many other petty Dominions and Dukedoms, aubeſe 
Number I omit - this Time, left I ſhould ſeem over tedious to my Reader. 2 bees 
But to conclude, ſuch a Camp of armed Soldiers arrived in Hungary, that it might, in one Month, 
have deſtroyed all Chriftendom, not God defended them from the barbarous Nations, and by his 
invincible Power confounded the Pagans in their own Practices: For no ſooner had che Heralds 42 
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aim'd thro the Camp,” what a Number of Nations were joined in Arms together, but the Soldiers 
fell at Diſſention, one with another, about the Election of a General; ſome vowed to follow none 
but the King of Jeruſalem, ſome Pralomy the . King, and ſome the Soldan of | Perfia ; 
ither to 2 in their own Wills, or loſe their Lives in the ſame Quarrel. ä | 

Thus in this Manner Parts were taken on all Sides, not only by the meaner Sort, but by the Lea- 
ders and Commanders of Bands; whereby the Kings and Potentates were forced to commit their 

ills to the Soldiers Pleaſures. This civil Broil ſo diſcouraged the whole Army, that many with-- 
drew, their Forces, and preſently marched -homewards ; as the King of Morocco with his tawny Moors 
and black Negroes : Likewiſe the Soldan of Perfia ; Ptolomy the Egyptian King; the Kings of Arabia 
and Jeruſalem: Every one departed to their own Countries, curſing the Time they attempted firſt ſo 
vain an Enterprize. The reft not minding 1 up Abuſes, fell from brawling to down- 
right Blows; whereby grew ſo ſharp and bloody a War, that it coſt more Soldiers Lives, than the 
civil Mutiny at the Defirudtion of Jeruſalem : Which Battle, by the direful Pagans, continued with- 
out ceaſing for the Space of three Days; in which Battle, the flaughter'd Infidels, like ſcatter'd Corn, 
overſpread the fields of Hungary: The fruitful Valleys lay drowned in purple Gore; the Fields of 
Corn conſum'd with Flames of Fire ; their. Towns and Cities ruinated with waſting War ; wherein 
the Fathers were ſad Witneſſes of their Childrens Slaughter, and the Sons beheld their Parents reve- 
rend Hairs, more white than tried Silver, beſmeared with clotted Blood: There might the Mothers 
ſee the harmleſs Babes born up and down the Streets * 7 Soldiers Lances : There might they ſee 
their filken Ornaments and rich Attire in Pools of Blood, lie ſwimming up and down: There might 
they ſee the Brains of honeſt Dames and pure Virgins, daſht againſt hard flinty Stones: Therg might 
they ſee their Courts and Palacgs by Soldiers burned to the Ground: There might they ſee how 
Counſellors in their ſcarlet Gowns lay burning in the Fire: There might they ſee how Kings ard 
Queens were Arm in Arm conſumed to Aſhes : There might they behold and fee the bloodieſt Tra- 
gedies that ever Eye beheld, and the wofulleſt News that ever Ears. heard told. In this long and 
bloody War, one ſucking Child was not left alive to report the Story to enſuing Ages, no not a, 
Soldier to carry Arms throughout the Kingdom of Hungary, fo juſtly was the Vengeance of God 
thrown upon theſe miſhelieving Miſcreants, that durſt attempt to lift up their Hands againſt his true 
annointed Nations; for no Doubt but that innumerable Army of Pagans would ruin the Borders off 
Europe, had not the mighty Hand of God, with his unſpeakable Mercy, been Chriftendom's Defence, 
and confounded the Infidels in their own civil Wars: Which bloody Overthrow of thoſe unchriſtian 
Any let us for ever bury in the Lake of Oblivion, and perſevere in the fortunate Proceeding ' of, 
he ſeven Champions of Chriſtendom, who had enter'd the Borders of Barbary, before Alnidor the 
black King of Morocco, with his ſcatter'd Troops of Moors and Negroes, returned from Hungary, and 


dy Fire and Sword had waſted many of his chiefeſt Towns and Forts, whereby the. County was 
much weakened, and the Commons compelled to ſve for Mercy at the Champions Hands, who 


de ving true Chriſſian Minds and Hearts, always pitied, harboured and vouchſafed to graut Mero 
o thoſe. that 7 their Lives to the Pleaſure of the Chriſfian Knights: But when St. George had 
Intelligence of Almidor's Approach with his weaken'd Troops, he — prepared his Soldiets ian 
Readineſs to give the Moors a bloody Banquet, which was the next Morning by Break of Day per- 
drmed, to the high Honour of Chriſtendom : But the Night before, the Moors knowing the Country 
better than the Chriſtians, got the Advantage both of Wind and Sun; whereat St. George being forme-- 
hat diſmayed, but yet not diſcouraged, emboldened his Soldiers with many heroical Speeches, 
proffering 3 the Enemies Spoils, and ſo with the Sun's upriſing entered Battle; where 
he Moors fell Before the Chriſtians Swords, as Ears of Corn before the Reapers Sickles. n 
During this Conflict, the ſeven, Champions, ſtill in the Front of the Battle, ſo couragiouſly. behaved 
bemſelves, that they ſlew more "Negroes than a thouſand of the braveſt Knights in the Chriſtian 
nies.” Ac laſt Fortune intending to make = Georges Prowels to ſhine brighter than the reſt, 
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ſingled out the Morocco King, betwixt whom and the Eng/;/6 Knight the e g and dangerous 
Fight ; But St. George ſo couragiouſly behaved himſelf with his truſty Seine ae Aloider was con- 
ſtrained to yield to his Mercy, The Army of the Moors ſeeing their King taken Priſoner, preſently 
would. have fled, but that the Ghriſtians þeing the lighter of Foot overtook them, and made the 


mies bs 0 and marched, by St. George's Direction, to the City of Tripoly, being then almoſt un- 

op'ed by the late Slaughter which was there made; in which City after they had reſted ſome 

[7M and refreſh'd themſelves with wholeſome Food, the Exgliſß C ampion, in Revenge of his 

former proffered Injuries by the Morocco King, gave this ſevere Sentence of Death. o A 

Firſt he commanded a Cauldron to be filled with boiling Lead and Brimſtone; and then Almider 

to be 179 to the Place of Execution by twelve of the nobleſt Peers in — therein to be con- 
oll 


ſumed Fleſh; Blood and Bones; which was duly performed within feven Days following. The bra- 


under which a mighty hot Fire continually burned for the Space of eight and forty Hours ; whereby 
the boiling Lead and Brimſtone ſeemed t o ſparkle like the fiery Furnaces in Hell, and the Heat to 
exceed the burning Oven at Babjlen. | | 
Now all Things being in Readineſs, and the Chriſtian Champions preſent to behold the woeful 
SpeRacle, the condemned Black-a-more King came to the Place of Execution in a Shirt of fine Indian 
"Silk, his Hands pinioned together with a Chain of Gold, and his Face covered with a Damaſk 
Scarf: His Attendants and chief Conductors, were twelve Maoriſb Peers clad in fable Gowns of 
Taffaty, carrying before him the Wheel of Fortune, with the Picture of an Uſurper climbing up, 
with this Motto on his Breaſt ; 7 auill be King in Spite of Fortune Upon the Top of the Wheel ” + 
Picture of a Monarch vaunting, with this Motto on his Breaſt; I am a King in Spight of Fortune: 
Laſtly, on the other Side of the Wheel the Picture or perfect Image of a depoſed Potentate, falling 
with his Head downwards, with this Motto on his Breaft ; I have been a King while Fortune pleaſed : 
which plainly ſignified the Chance of War, and of unconſtant Deſtiny. His Guard was an hundred 
Chriſtian Soldiers, holding Fortune in Diſdain : After them attended an hundred Marocco Virgins in 
black Ornaments, their Hair bound up with filver Wires, and covered with Veils of black Silk, 
ſignifying the Sorrow of their Country for the Loſs of their Sovereign. In this mournfal Manner 
came the unfortunate Almidor to the boiling Cauldron : which when he came near, his Heart waxed- 
cold, and his Tongue void of Utterance for a time, at. laſt broke forth in theſe earneſt Proteſtations, 
ing more for his Life than the whole Kingdom of Barbary could afford. SET 2 85 
Mot mighty and invincible Champion of Chriſtendom (ſaid he) 4er my Life be ranſom d, and thou ſhalt 
grarly receive ten Tuns of tried Gold, Five hundred Webs of woven ill, the which our Indian Maids 


- 
* 


thee by our Barbary Merchants: An hundred Waggons likewiſe laden with Pearl and 75 Stones, 
which by our cunning Lapadiſts ſhall be yearly Choſen forth, and brought thee home to England, to make 
that blefſed Country the richeft in Europe: Likrwiſe 1 will deliver my Diadem, with all my princely 
Dignities, and in Company of theſe Morocco Lords, like bridled Horſes, draw thee daily in a filver 
Chariot up and down the circled Earth, till Death gives gan End to our Lives Pilgrimages : Therefore, 
moſt admired Knight at Arms, let theſe ſalt Tears that trickle from the Conduits of yes, obtain one 
Grant 2 Comfort at thy Hands ; for on my bende Knees I beg my Life, that . — did hneel to 
mortal Man. | 3 
Thou ſpeakeſt in vain (replied St. George) not all the Treaſures in the deepeſt Seas, nor all the 
golden Mines of rich America ſhall redeem thy Life : Thou knoweſt, accurſed Homicide, thy wick- 
ed Practices, in the Egyption Court, where thou ſtudied wrongfully to deprive me of my Life : 
h thy Treachery.I endured a long Impriſonment in Pera; where ſeven Years I 

Channel-Water, and ſufficed my Hunger with Bread of Bran-meal ; my Food the loathſome Fleſh 


% o 
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Slaughter of them that ever ned in Barbary. Thos after the Battle ended, and the joyful 
Sound of Victory rung through the Chriſtian Army, the Soldiers furniſh'd themſelves with the Ene- 


zen Cauldron was erected, by Order of St. George, direQly in the Middle of the chiefeſt Market place, 


Hall fit and ſpin with Silver Wheels : An hundred Ships of Spices and refined Sugar, ſhall be yetirly paid 


\ a8 of, 


SEVEN CHAMPIONS # CHRISTENDOM. 39 
Rats and Mice, and my reſting Place a diſmal Dungeon, where neither dun, nor the chearful Light 
of Heaven lent me Comfort during my long continued Miſery ;. for which unhuman Dealing and 
— the Heavens compel me to a ſpeedy Revenge, which in this Manner ſhall be ac- 
com 


Thos ſeeſt the Torment prepared for = Death, this brazen Cauldron filled with boiling Lead and 
Brimſtone, wherein thy accurſed Body ſhall 
conſumed to. a watry Subſtance in this ſparkling Liquor : Therefore prepare thyſelf to entertain the 
moſt violent Stroak of Death, and mn bid all thy kingly Dignities farewel. But yet I let 
thee underſtand that Mercy harbours in a C4ri//ian Heart, and where Mercy dwells, there Faults are 
forgiven upon ſome humble Penitence, though thy Treſpaſs deſerves no Pity but ſevere Puniſhment; 
yet upon theſe Conditions will I grant thee Liberty of Life. Firſt, that thou wilt forſake thy Gods, 
Targanant and Apollo, which is the vain Imagination of Men, and believe in our true and everlivin 
God, under whoſe Banner we Chriſians have taken in Hand this long War. . Secondly, thou ſhalt 
ive Command that all thy barbarous Nations be chriſtened in the Faith of Chris. T 
aſtly, that thy three Kingdoms Barbary, Morocco and India, ſwear true Allegiance to all Chriſtian 
Kings, and never to fight, but in the true Quarrel of riß and his annointed Nations. Theſe 


Things duly obſerved, thy Life ſhall be preſerved and thy Liberty obtained, otherwiſe look for no | 


Mercy, but a ſpeedy and terrible Death. 
Theſe Words more diſpleaſed the unchriſtian King of Morocco, than the Sentence of his Condem- 
nation, whereupan in theſe brief Speeches, he laid down this Reſolution. 
Great Potentate of Europe (replied Almidor) by whoſe Mightineſs Fortune 2 fetter d in the Chains of 
Power, my golden Diadem and regal Scepter by Conflraint I muff deliver up; but before I forſale my Coun- 
try Gods, I will endure an hundred Deaths; and before my Conſcience be removed to a new Pelief, the Earth 
/hall be no Earth, the Sea no Sea, the Heaven no Heaven: thinkeſt thou now proud Chriſtian, 4 thy threat- 


wed Torments, to make me forget my Creator, and believe in thy God the ſuppoſed King of the Jews, and 1 


$\ 


baſely born under an Ox's Stall; no, no, accurſed Chriftian, you Offipring of Cain, you Generation of Iſh- 
mael, you Seed of Vipers, and accurſed thro' the World, look for a ſpeedy Shower of Vengeance to rain from 
Heaven upon your wicked Nations : Your bloody Practices have pierced the Battlements of Jovey and your 
Tyrannies beaten upox the Gate of mighty Mahomet, «who hath provided Whips of burning Wire, to ſcourge 


you for your Cruelties proffered againſt his bleſſed Worſhippers. Now with this deadly Curſe I bid vn at 


farewel: May the Plagues of Egypt light upon your Kingdom: ' The Curſe of Cain upon your Children: 
The Famine of Jeruſalem upon your Friends ; and the Miſery of Oedipus upon yourſelves. | 
This wicked Reſolution and baleful Curſe, was no ſooner ended by the deſperate minded Amid 


but the Impatience of St. George was ſo highly moved. that he gave preſent Command to the ap- 
pointed Executioners to caſt him into the boiling Cauldron ; which incontinently they 2 to. „ 


the Terror of all the Beholders. To ſee this woful Spectacle, the Battlements of the Temple were 


! 
ſo thronged with People, the Houſes cover'd with Women and Children, and the Streets filled: win 


armed Soldiers, that it was a Wonder to hehold : Amongſt which Multitudes, there wers ſome par- 


ticular Perſons, that at the Sight of A/midor's Death, fell down and broke their Necks; but the 2 Py | 
Follow 


neral Number, as well Pagans as Chriſtians, cried with cheerful Voices, Honour and Vid 


St. George of England, for he hath redeemed Barbary from a miſerable Servitude : Which joyful Hear- 72 
ing ſo delighted the ſeven Champions of Chriſtendm, that they cauſed the Conduits to run witk 


Wine; the Streets to be illuminated with Bonefires, and a ſumptuous Banquet to be proclaimed thro 
the City, which continued for the Space of ſeven Days, in more magnificent Royalty than the 
Banquet at Baby/on, when the Macedonian Monarch returned from the World's Conqueſt, 

The Champions Liberality procured. ſo great a Love in the Morocco Peers, that with a 


Conſent they choſe St. Georee for their lawful King: Where after they had inveſted him in tbe 
princely Seat of the Morocco Potentate, they ſer the Crown upon his Head ; and after preſented him - 


with an imperial Pall, which the Kings of © Barbary ufually wore upon their Coronation-day, . 
ing to forſake their profane Religion, and be 3 in the Faith of CG rin. | 8 
| | ; 2 he I 


be ſpeedily caſt and boiled, till thy deteſted Limbs be 


hirdly and 


- 
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This promiſed Converfion of the Infidels more delighted the E-g/;b Champion, than to have the 


World's Whole Honour ät Command ; for it was the chiefeſt Point of his knightly Oath, to ad- 
vance the Faith of Chriff, and to enlarge the Bounds of Cbriſtendum. After his Coronation was 


ſolemnly performed, the other ſix Champions conducted him to a princely Palace, where he took 
true Allegiance of the Marocco Lords by plighted Oath to be true to his Crown: After this he eſtab- 


- iſhed the Chrifian Laws to the Benefit of the whole Country. Then he commanded all the cere- 
© monious Rites of Mahomet to be trodden under Foot, and the true Goſpel of CHriſt to be preached ; 


likewiſe he called all that did remain in Rarbary to be chriſtened in the new Faith; but theſe Incli- 
nations continued but a Time, as hereafter ſhall be diſcovered at large: For Fame not intending to 
let the wo-thy Champion long remain in the idle Bowers of Peace, ſummoned them to perſevere in 


their noble Atchievements, and to muſter up a-new their Soldiers, whoſe Armours cankered Caſe was 
almoſt ſtained with Ruſt: Therefore St. George committed the Government of his Country to 
four of the principal Peers of Morocco, and marched towards the Country of Egypt, where lived 
treacherous Ptolemy, the Father of his beloved Lady Sabra, whom he left in the Kingdom of 


England: In which Journey and happy Arrival in 2 we will leave the ſeven Champions for a 
time and ſpeak of the faithleſs Infidels of Barbary after the Departure of the Chriſtians, whoſe former 
"Honours they lightly regarded | | 


No ſooner had St. George, with his martial Troops, bidden their Country adieu, but the faithleſs 


Moors reconciled themſelves to their former Gods, and propoſed a ſpeedy Revenge for the Death of 
_ Almider, againſt all the Chri//ians that remained within the Limits of that heathen Nation; fot 
there were many Soldiers wounded in the late Battle, likewiſe a great Number oppreſſed with Sick- 


- neſs, which the Chrifian Champion had left behind for their better Conveniencies, upon whom 
the barbarous Moors committed their firſt Tyranny ; for they cauſed the wounded Soldiers to he drawn 
upon Sledges to the fartheſt Part of the City, and there put them into an old and large Monaſtry, 


which they preſently ſet on Fire, and moſt inhumanly burned the Chri/ftian Soldiers, and after con- 
verted the Place into a filthy Beaſtal- Many Women and ſuccourleſs Children they dragged up 


and dow the Streets, till their Brains were daſht againſt the Stones, and the Blood had covered 


mo 


. the Earth with a purple Hue: Many other Cruelties were committed by the wicked JI»fidelr againſt the 
-aiſtreſſed Chri/tians, which I intend to paſs over, and wholly diſcourſe of the woful and bloody Mur- 


der of an Engl Merchant and his Wife in the ſame City of Tripsly, the Report whereof may force 
8 


by Violence ſet upon the Merchant's Houſe, where 


even mercil 


Tygers to relent, and thoſe Eyes to ſhed Springs of Tears that never wept yet. 
The bloody minded Negroez, both violating the Oath and Promiſes before plighted to St. wy 4 


| they made a Maſlacre of his'Servants, and be- 


fore his Face caſt their dead Bodies to hunger-ſtarved Dogs : Then coming to the Merchant, they bound 


© him faſt with hempen Cords to the ſtrongeſt Poſt in his Houſe, and after took his Children, being 


"ſeven Boys, whom they likewiſe tied round about him: Then one of the Moors being crueller than 
the Teſt, proffer'd to deflower the Merchant's Wife before his Face; but ſhe, in ity like Cam- 
na, chufing rather an honourable Death, than an infamous Life, ſpit in the Negroe's Face, and moſt 
' bitterly reviled him, yielding neither to his Force nor his bloody Threats; but fnatching a 
Knife from his Girdle, vowed to ſheath this in her Boſom, before ſhe would loſe ber precious Gem 


EN. "of Honour, that once gone could not be recovered for all the World's Treaſure. 


This Reſolution of the Engliſb Merchant's Wife, cauſed the ſtern Moor to exceed in Cruelty ; 


© Heart, if abe live together : Therefore, accurſed Monſter, proſecute your Tyranny : It is not all your Threats 
and bloody Dealing: fall convert my chaſte Mind, ner force my Thoyghts to conſent thereanto... 1 


but the Principal of that wicked Company, being a bloody and mercileſs Tyrant, tabbed one of 


the innocent Children before the Mother's Face. 


| / 
No ſtubbern Dame (quoth he) ai thou yield to my Defires, and preſerve the Lives of the other fix 
_ Children ; otherwiſe thou ſhalt behold them butcher'd in the ſame manner] To ſell my Honour for the 


Lives of my Children (replied ſhe) ai be an Offence to God, and a continual Corrofive to my Huſband's 
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| Theſe Words were no ſooner ended, but the luſtful Ma took another of her Children and ſtabb d 
it before the Huſband's Face, thinking thereby to force the Merchant to entreat his Wife to conſent 
to the wicked Moors. Determinations ; but he being as reſolute as his virtuous Wife, ſpoke in this 
Manner : | TP FS | l 
O ye curſed black Dogs of Barbary, more baſe in Quality than _ Tygers, and more mercileſs than 
the Wicked Cannibals, think you that the Murder of our Children hall force our Hearts to yield to your 
| lufiful 2 4 : No, no, perſevere in your Tyrannies, if I had an hundred Children, twice the Number 
of King Priam's, yet would ] loſe them all before I will endure to ſee my Wift's Diſoonour : Children 
| may be got again, but her Honour never recovered. ; 
The(e Words pricked the Moors to the very Gall, and cauſed them to commit the wickedeſt Deed - 
that ever was practiſed under the celeſtial Globe of Heaven: Firſt, they ſheathed their Poniards 
in the Breaſts of all the Merchant's Children, whoſe guiltleſs Blood ſtain'd all the Chamber 
with a crimſon colour; then with their Faulchions did they cut their Bodies all aſunder, and 
A cauſed ſeven Pies to be made of their Fleſh, and after to be ſerved in a banquet to their woful Parents 
N whom the mercileſs Moors ſet at a ſquare Table, the Merchant placed dire&ly oppoſite to his Wife, 
i — they were compelled either to feed on their own Children, or to ſtarve for Want of other © 
ö uſtenance. 4 IHE 

This woful Spectacle ſtruck ſuch a Grief to the Eugliſʒ Merchant's Heart, that he could ſcarce en- 
p dure to ſpeak for Weeping ; his Wife when ſhe beheld the Heads of her lovely Sons lying upon the 
f Table, as it were looking to Heaven for Revenge, breathed forth this dying Lamentation. 

O filly Babes ! I would you had been ſtrangled in my Womb at your, firſt conception, then ſhould | 
not thoſe accurſed Infidels have triumphed thus in your unhappy Tragedies; nor your unfortunate * 
Parents beheld this unlucky Day, whereon I pray that never Sun may ſhine again, but be accounted - 
an ominous Day throughout the whole World; for Heaven (I hope poor Babes) will rain a Shower 


of Vengeance on their Heads, that have cauſed this our untimely Death; and with this Prayer, 1 
now bid the World adieu. | | 8 r 
At which Words her Grief ſo exceeded the Bounds of Reaſon, that it ſtopped the Paſſage of her 
Breath, whereby ſhe was forced to yield her Soul to the Paradiſe of Peace. She was no ſooner dead + 
but the ſorrowful Merchant likewiſe bitterly Exclaimed againſt the Injuſtice of Fortune, and Tyran 
of the barbarous Moors, accounting his Deſtiny more, hapleſs than the Thracian King's, that buried-his 
Children in his own Bowels; and the Cruelty of theſe Infidels to exceed the Tyranny of Nero, that cau-. 
ſed his Mother's Womb to be opened, that he might behold the Place of his Conception: But When 
the Merchant had ſufficiently bewailed the Murder of his Children, the Death of his Wife, and his 
own Miſery, he yielded his Soul to the furious Stroke of Death. The End of whoſe long goa nes. EN 
when the wicked Moors had Intelligence of, they cauſed their dead Bodies to be carried to the Top of - - 
a High Mountain, and there left for a Prey to hungry Ravens: But the Sun conſumed them like the® 
7 Dew ; and by the wonderful Workmanſhip of Heaven, in the ſame Place f a Bower 
of flir Roſes, to ſignify the unſpotted Honour of the Merchant, and his virtuous Wife: Which Mi. _ 
racle we'll- leave to the Wonder of the Moors, and ſpeak of the Cbriſſian Champions-Proceedings, - ' WW 
that by this Time arrived in the Kingdom of yt. v9 RTE I In 
How the Chriſtians arrived in Egypt, and what happened to them there. The Tragedy of \ the. tafiful 
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Earl of Coventry. How Sabra au bound to a Stake to be burned ; and how ht George . 

Lafily, how the Egyptian King caft imei from the Top of a Tower, and broke his Nec. 

T Ying the Time of the bloody Murder, wrought by the Barbarous Moors, upon the Legs Ner-. 
F chant and his Wife with his {ven Children, as you heard in the former wg = | pions :. > 

, iftendom arrived upon the Ter tories of Ægypt, where they ſuppoſed to hive adweütured 
their Lives vpon the Chance of War: But all Things eu out contrary to their ExpeRtation : for they * 
found the Gates of every City ſet open, and every Village and Town unpeopled- The Commons, 
* che Report of the Chriſſiaus Arrival, ſecretly hid their Treafures in the Caves of the Earth, in deep 
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Wells, and ſuch like obſcure Places; that a general Fear, and extream Terror aſſailed the 'Zgyftians ha 
as well the Peers of the Land, as the ſimple Country People: Many fled into the Woods and Wil- an 
derneſſes, and cloſly hid themſelves in hollow Trees; many digged Caves in the Ground, where they the 
thought beſt to remain in Safety ; and many fled to high Mountains, where they lived a long Time St. 
in great Extremity, feeding on the Graſs of the Ground: So greatly did the Zeyptians fear the Army ble 
of the Chriſſiam, that they expected nothing but the Ruin of their Country, with the Loſs of their | 
own Lives, and the Murder of their Wives and Children. : | a W. 
But to ſpeak of the Chriſtian Champions, who finding the Country deſolate of People, ſuſpected hin 

| ſome ſecret Policy of the Egyptians, thinking that they had muſtered up their Forces to give them Bat- my, 
© tle: Therefore St. George gave ſtrict command through the whole Camp that not a Man, upon Pain cal 
of Death, "ſhould break his Rank, but March carefully with their Weapons ready drawn to encounter Ve 
Battle, as though the Enemy had directly placed themſelves oppoſite againſt them; which ſpecial | En 
Charge the Cbriſtian Soldiers duly obſerved, looking neither after the Wealth of Cities, nor the ſpoil | Th 
of 2 but circumſpectly marched according to their Leaders Directions along the Country of W: 
Egypt, "tall they approached the Sight of King Ptolomy's Court: Which when the noble Champion ſcoi 
England beheld, in this Manner encouraged he his Followers. a fere 

_ Behold (ſaid he) you invincible Captains of Chriftendom, yonder are thoſe accurſed Towers, where you 
wicked Prolomy keeps his Court; thoſe Battlements I ſay, were they as richly built as the great Py- Ste 
ramids of Greece, yet ſhould they be ſubverted and laid as level with the Ground, as the City of Car- | 

. thage : There hath that accurſed Prolomy his Reſidence, that for preſerving his Daughter from the bur- awe 
ning Dragon, treacherouſly ſent me into Perfia, where for ſeven Years I lived in great extremity in a liv 
difmal Dungeon, where the Sun never gave me Light, nor the Company of People comfort: In re- # 
venge whereof, my Heart ſhall never reſt in Quiet, till I ſee the Buildings of his Palace ſet on Fire, but 
and converted into a Place of Deſolation, like the Glorious City of Phrygia, now overſpread with ed 
ſinking Weeds and loathſome Puddles: Therefore let all Chriſtian Soldiers, that fight under the Ban- wo 
ner of Chr;/ftendom, and all that love George of England your choſen General, draw forth your war- Ch, 


Uke Weapons, and like the angry Greeks overturn thoſe glittering Battlements ; leave not one Stone | 
upon another, but lay it as level with the Ground, as the harveſt Reapers do Fields of Ripen'd Corn. 
Let'your wrathful Furies fall upon theſe Towere, like Drops of April Showers, or like Storms of 
 Winter's' Hail, that it may be reported through the World, what juſt Vengeance did light the 
Pride of Egypt : Leave not I ſay, as you love your General, when you have ſub the Palace, 
dot one Man alive, no not a ſuckling Babe; but let them ſuffer Vengeance for the wickedneſs of their 
King: This is my Decree, brave Knights of Chriſtendim, therefore march forward ; Heaven and 
Fortune be your good Speed. : ; 3 
At which Words the Soldiers gave a general Shout, in Sign of their willing Minds. Then began 
_ the filken' Streamers to flouriſh in the Air, the Drums cheerfully to ſound forward, the filver Trumpets 
recorded Ecchoes of Victory; the barbed Steeds grew proud of this Attempt, and would ſtand npon 
1 no Ground, but leapt and danc'd with as much courage, as Bucephalus, the Horſe of the Macedonian 
„  Mexander, always before any notable Victory; yea every Thing gave an evident Sign of good Suc- 
* ceſs, as well ſenſleſs Things as living Creatures. 5 ry | | 
With this Reſolution marched the Chri/tians, purpoſing the utter Confuſion of the Egyptians, and 
the woful Ruin and Deſtruction of Ptolomy's ſumptuous Palace. But when the Soldiers approached 
the, Gates with wrathful Weapons ready to affault, there came walking out thereat the Egyptian 
King, with all the chiefeſt of the Nobility, attired in black and mournful Ornaments, bearing in their 
Hands Olive branches; next them the braveſt Soldiers in Egypt, bearing in their Hands broken Wea- 
Pons, ſhivered Launces, and torn Cloths: Likewiſe followed Thouſands of Women and Children, 
with Cypreſs Wreaths about their Heads, and in their Hands Olive-brances, crying for mercy'to 
the Ciuiſtians, that they ſhould not utterly deſtroy their Declining Country, but ſhew Mercy ta un- 
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happy Zepte: This nnexpedted Sight or-raher admirable Wonder, cauſed St. rg to found a Retreat 0 
an Fer Command, through the Chriſtian Army, to with-hold their former vowed 1 from 
Y 


obſerved, 


the Egyptians, till he underſtoad what they required: Which Charge being given and d 


St. George with the other fix Champions came together, and admitted the Zgyprian King with his No- 


bles into their Preſence, who in this manner began to ſpeak for his Country. | 343 
You unconquered Knights of Chriftendom, whoſe werthy Vifories and noble ftchievements the whole 

World admires, let him that never knegled to any Man till now, and in former times diſdained to bumbla 

himſelf to any Potentate on Earth, let him, 1 ſay, the moſt unfortunate Wretch Alive crave Mercy, net for- 


elf, but for my Country : My Commons: Blood will be required at my Hands, our Murthered Infants will 
7 - Heaven for Vengeance, and our flaughter d Widews fink dun to Hell for Revenge; 1 u the; - 


Vengeance of Heaven light upon my Soul, and the Curſe of Hell upon my Head. Renowned iow of 
England, whoſe Cet my dear Daughter is kept, even for the Love , her be merciful to Egypt. 


The former Wrongs ] proffered thee when I. ſent thee like a guiltleſs Lamb into Perſia, was contrary to 7 N 


Mill; for 1 was incenſed by the Flattery of that accurſed Black-a-moor King, os Soul for ever 
fſeourged with Whips of Wire, and plagued with he Punifſhments of Tantalus in He Life: will 


: If 
ſerve for a juſt Revenge, here is my naked Breaſt, let my Heart's Blood flain ſome C briflian's Savors, that. 


you may bear the bloody Witneſs of my Death into Chriſtendom ; or let me be torn ts Pieces by mad untamed 
Steedi, as was Hippolitus Son of Theſeus in his charmed Chariot. | 


Moft mighty Comptrollers of the World, command the deareft Things in Egypt, they he at your Pleajure >. 


awe will fonſale our Gods, and believe in that God which you commonly adore ; for he is the trug and 
living God, curs falſe and hateful in the Sight of Heaven. K 


This penitential Lamentation of the Egyptian King, cauſed the Chriſtian Champions to relent, | 


but eſpecially St. George, who having a Heart, beautified with a Well-fpring of Pity, not only OR. 


ed Mercy to the whole Country, but vouchſafed Pto/omy Liberty of Life, upon Condition 


would perform what he had promiſed, which was to forſake his Gods, and believe in our true God. 


Chriſt Feſus. | 


This Kindneſs of St. e almaſt raviſhed Ptolomy with Joy, and the whole Land, both Peers and. | 


Commons more rejoiced' at the kriendſhip of the Chriſtians, than if they had been made Lords of 


the weſtern World. The News of this y Unity was ſent into all the Parts of Egyp/z whezeby 
the Commons that before fled: for fear into Woods and Wilderneſſes, Dens and Caves, Hills and 
Mountains, returned joyfully to their own Dwellings, and cauſed Bonefires to be made in every City, 
Town and Village: The Bells of Egype rang Day and Night for. the Space of a Week: In every- 
Place was ſeen Banquetting, Dancing and Maſking ; Sorrow was baniſhed, Wars forgotten, - 


Peace proclaimed. 


The King at his own Charges ordained a ſumptuous and coſtly Banquet for the Chriſtian Champions 
wherein for Bounty it exceeded that which the 7799ans made when Paris returned from Greecs WMI 
the Conqueſt of Mene/aus's Queen. The Banqueting-houſe was built with Cyprus Wood, covers 
with the pure Adamant Stone; ſo that neither Steel nor baſe Iron could come therein, but at was: pr. 


 ſentlydrawn to the Top of the Roof; as for the Variety and Services which graced forth the B 


it is too tedious to repeat; but to be brief, what both the Land and Sea could afford, was there fh. | 


ſent. The Servitors that attended the Champons at the Banquet, were attired in, Damaſk Veſtments, 


tors 


vt che Sound of - warlikez, Drums which were, wont to call them forth to bloody Battles. But theſe 
Delights continued but hy time ; for 1 ned a Knight from Eugland 
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— with the pureſt Silk the Indian Virgins ſpun upon ſilver Wheels: At every Courſe, the Servi- 
ught in a Concert of Egyptian Ladies, who on their Ivory Lutes, ſtrained forth ſuch admired” 
Harmony, that it ſurpaſſed Arian s Muſick; which when he was caſt into the Sea, cauſed the Dolphins 
to bring him. ſafe to thezShore ; or the Sweetneſs of Orpheas's filver Harp, which made both Stones. 
and Trees tq dance; d the Melody of Apello's inſpiring Muſick, when he deſcended to the lower 
Parts for the Love of Daphne. Theſe, Pleaſures ſo raviſhed the Chriſti Champions, that they for- 


which brought ſuch 
unexpected 


. 


* 


* a 


aſter a bitter Sigh or two, the Meſſenger replied in this manner: 


mW they 
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unexpected News to St. George, that changed his Joys into extream ſorrow ; for after this manner 
| n the Meſſenger to tell his woful Tale. ene 2b „ | 
Fair England's Champion, (ſaith he) inflead of Arms get Swallows Wings, and flie'to England, if 
ever thou wilt ſee thy beloved Lady; fer Ge is judged to be burned at a Stake for murthering the Earl of 
Coventry; whoſe lufiful Defires would have flained with Infamy, and made her the ſcorn of wirtuous 
Women : Yet this Mercy is granted by the King of England, that if within twelve Months a Champion 
may be found, that for her ſake will venture his Life, Tf it be hit Fortune to overcome the Challenger of 
her . Death, ſhe ſhall live; but if it be his fatal Deftiny to be conquered, then muſ! ſhe ſuffer the heawy 
2 before pronounced: Therefore as you love the Life of your chaſle and beloved Lady, haſte into 
England, delay no time; for Delay is dangerous, and her Life in hazard to be loft, TT} 
his woful Diſcourſe ſtruck ſuch a Terror to St. George's Heart, likewiſe to the Egyptian King 
her Father, that for a time they ſtood gazing in one another's faces, as tho' they had been diſtracted of 
their Wits, not able to ſpeak. one Word; but at laſt St. George recovered his formgr Senſe, and breath- 
ed forth this ſorrowful Lamentation, 9 | * 7 
O England! O unkind England! have I adventure my Life in thy Defence, and for thy Defence have laid 
in the Field of Mars, buckled on my Armour in many a parching Summer I Day, and many a freezing Winter's 
Night when you hade taken your quiet Sleeps on Beds of Down ? And will you repay me with this Diſcour- 
teſy, or rather undeſerved Wrong, to adjure her ſpotleſi Body to * Fire; whoſe Blood if it be ſpilt 
before I come, I vow never to draw my truſiy Sword in England's Quarrel more, nor newer account my 
ſelf her Champion, but I will rend my wwarlike Colours into a thopſand Pieces, the which I wear on my 
Burgonet (1 mean the trimſan Croſs of England) and wander unknown Countries, obſcurely from the 
Sight ef any Chriſtian Eye. I; it poſſible that England will be fo ungrateful to her Friend? Can that re- 
nowned Country harbour ſuch a luſtful Monſter, to diſponour her, dae evhoſe Heart the Fountain of Vir- 
tue ſprings : Or can that noble City, the Nurſe and Mother of my Life entertain fo vile an Homicide, that 
will offer Violence to her, whoſe Chaſtity and true Honour hath cauſed tameleſs Lions to flee in her Lap. © 
In this ſorrowful manner, paſſed St. George the time away, until the Egyptian King, whoſe Sorrow 
being as great as his, put him from his Complaints, and requeſted the Engliſß Knight to gell the true 
Diſcourſe of Sabra's proffered Violence, and how ſhe murdered the luſtful Earl of Coventry; to whom 
Mi-uyſt noble Princes and Potentates of the Earth, prepare your Ears to entertain the wofulleſt Tale, 
that ever Eng/i Knight diſcourſed, and your Eyes to weep Seas of brackiſh Tears: I would I bad 
no Tongue to tell it, nor Heart to remember it. But ſeeing I am compelled through the Love and 
- -Duty I owe to the noble Champion of Chriſtendom to expreſs it, then thus it wass 
It was the Fortune, nay I muſt ſay unhappy Deſtiny of your beloved Lady, - upon an Evening, 
when the Sun had almoſt lodged in the Wel, to walk without the Walls of Comentry, to take the 
Pleaſures in the ſweet Fields and flouriſhing Meadows, which Flora had beautified in a Summer's” 
Livery ; but as ſhe walked up and down, ſometimes taking Pleaſure to hear the chirping Birds how 
Tuned their Silver Notes: Other times taking Delight to ſee how Nature had covered both 
Hills and Dales, with ſundry forts of flowers; Then walking to ſee the Chryſtal running River, the 
murmuring Muſick of whoſe Streams exceeded the reſt-fombleaſure but (ſhe. kind Lady) delightin 
herſelf by the River-ſide, a ſudden and ſtrange Alteration tronbled her Mind for the Chain of G 
* - that ſhe did wear about her Neck, preſently changed colour, from à yellow burniſht Baightneſs, to 
dim Paleneſs : her Rings fell from her Fingers, and from her Noſe rigs of Blood; whereat 
her Heart began to faint, her Ears to glow, and every Joint to tremble with fear is ſtrange 
Accident cauſed her ſpeedily to haſte homeward ; but by the way ſhe met with the Earl of Coventry 
Walking at that Time to take the Pleaſure of the Evening Air, with ſuch a Train of worthy 
Gentlemen, as tho' he had been the greateſt Peer in Exgland; whoſe Sight when ſhe beheld afar off, 
her Heart began to miſ give, thinking that Fortune had allotted thole Gentlemen to proffer her 
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ſome Injury; ſo that upon her fair Cheeks had ſet a vermillion Dye, whereby her beauty grew 
ad nirable; which when the Earl beheld; he was raviſh'd therewith, and deem'd her the beautiful- 
leſt Creature that ever Nature framed. Their Meeting was filent 3 ſhe ſhewed the Humility of a 
virtuous Lady, and he the Courteſie of a Kind Gentleman; She departed Homewards. and he in- 
to the Fields: ſhe thinking all Danger paſt, but he practiſing in his Mind her utter Rum and Down- 
fall ; for the Dart of Love had ſhot from her beautiful cheeks into his Heart, not true love but luft, 
ſo that nothing could quench his Defire but theconqueſt of her Chaſtity ; ſuch an extream Paſſion 
ſeized his Heart, that he cauſed all his Attendants to depart, and then like a Diſcontented Man 
he wandred up and down the Fields, turning in his. Mind a Thouſand ſundry Ways ta obtain his 
Deſires; for without he enjoy d her Love, he was likely to live in endleſs Languiſhment : But at 
laſl he ſigh'd out this love-fick Speech, | | 
O you immortal Powers | why have you Cany 30 we her from an earthly Lady to a heavenly An- 
gel? Sabra is no worldly Creature, but a divine ſubſtance, her Beauty is a Stain to the Queen of love. 

and her Countenance of more Majeſty than Juno's Grace; her twinkling Eyes, that glitter like the 
flaming Stars, and her beautuous Cheeks more pleaſant than Roſes dipt in Milk, have pierced my 
Heart with the Pricks of Love; and” her love I will enjoy or loſe my Life. Oh l but there is a 
Bar which thwarths ny kind Affections, and hinders my Defires : St. George I mean is her true and 
lawful Huſband, the honour of whoſe Bed, ſhe will not violate for all the Kingdoms inthe World. 
Tuſh, faint-hearted Fool that Jam, Sabra is beautiful, and therefore to be tempted ; ſhe. is a Wo- 
man, and therefore eaſie to be won; Her Huſband is ſporting in the Field of Mar,: then, why 
may not ſhe take Pleaſure in the Chamber of Venus? I will uſe my flattering Gloſſes, many kind 
Speeches and ſweet Embraces, but I will crop that Bud, which to taſte I would give my whole Lands 
and Revenues: I will tell her St. George is a wanderer, and one that will never Return, whereas 
I am a Peer in England, and one that can accompliſh whatſoever ſhe deſires. Many other Circum- 
\ſtances this Luſtful Earl uſed to flatter himſelf with in his vain Conceit. At laſt the Darkſome Night 
with Pitchy clouds began to overſpread the brightſome Heavens, whereby he was forced to repair 
Homewards, and to ſmoother up his Love in filence. No quiet Sleep could ſeiſe his Eyes, but fond 
and reſtleſs Dreams; ſometimes he thought he had his Lovely Miſtreſs in his Arms, dallying like 
the Paphean Queen upon her Minion's Knee; but preſently awaking, he found it but a gliding Sha- 
dow, which added new Grief to his love-fick Paſſions : Then by and by he thought he — how the 
wrathful Champion, with his dreadful and bloody Faulehion, came to revenge his Lady's Raviſhment: 
whereat the troubled Earl ſtarted from his Bed, and with a loud Voice cried to his Chamberlain 
for Help, ſaying, that St. George was come to murder him: Which ſudden Outcry, not only awa- 


ked the Chamberlain, but the whole Houſe, . who in General came tö bear him Company. They 5 
rs to give Light, and p! av'd on Mufick to comfogt him, and to drive all fond - 


ſet up Camphi | 
Fantaſies from his Mind: But no fooner the Muſick, but he fell into his former Cogitationg, - 
. in bis Mind: which Way he might obtain his Purpoſe; whereat a diſmal Night Raven 

her Win 1 
Succeſs. . 


Then preſently began the Tapers to hurn blue, as ig. Troop of gaſtly Spirits had encompaſſid — 


his Lodging, which was an evident Sign that ſome Strange and unhappy Murder ſhould ſoon follow. 


All which could not withdraw the Luſtful Earl from his wicked Enterprize, nor convert his Mine 


Count ſummon d him from his reſtleſs Bed ; from whence being no ſooner riſen; but he ſent 
for the Steward of his Houſe, and charged him to ide a moſt ſumptuous and coſtly Banquet; for 

he intended tb invite thereunto all the principal Ladies in Cvent y. What ul cheer was pro- 
vided I think needleſs to repeat; but to be Short, at the Time and Hour appointed, the invited La- 
ies repaired ; The Banquet was ſerved up by the Earl's Servants, - and placed upon the Table by 


— 


Seeg of ſo ſweet a Lady. In this Manner ſpent he the Night away, till the Suns bright 


* 


g5 againſt his Chamber- Window, and with a haxſh Voice gave him Warning of a ad; --- ; 
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the Earl himfelf; Who after many Welcomes" given, 13 to move the Ladies to Delight. 7 
.T think my Houſe moſt highly honoured (ſaid he) that you haue wouchſaftd to grace it with your Pre- h 
fence, for methinks you beautify my Hall, as the twinkling Stars beautify the Vail of Heawen ; but a — 
2 7 65 Number of you all, ycu have a Cynthia, a glittering ftver Moon, that for Brightneſs e- v 
eeedeth all the reſt; for Geis fairer than the Quien of Cyprus, lovelier than Dido, when Cupid: C 
fat upon ber Knee ; wiſer than the Propheteſs of Troy; in Perſonage more comely than the Grecian E 
Dame, and of mare Majeſiy than the Queen of Lowt ; fo that all the Muſer awith their Ivory Pens tc 
ma write continually, and yet not ſufficiently deſcribe her Excellent Ornaments of Nature. | ſt 
This Encomium cauſed a general Smile of the Ladies, and made them look one upon another V 
whom it ſhould be. Many other court-like Diſcourſes the Earl pronounc'd to move the Ladies to v 
Delight, till the Banquet was ended; the which being finiſhed, there came in certain Gentlemen, G 

by the Earls appointment, with moſt excellent Muſick : others that danced moſt curiouſly, and with 
as much Majeſty as Paris in the Grecian Court. At laſt the Earl requeſted one of them to chooſe out 21 
his beloved Miſtreſs, and lead her a ſtately Corant: Likewiſe he requeſted that none ſhould be offen- ne 
ded at what Lady ſoever he did affect, to grace with that courtly Paſtime : At which Requeſt all of | 
them were ſilent, and filence is commonly a Sign of conſent ; therefore he emboldened himſelf the L 
more to make his Deſires known to the beholders. Then with exceeding Courteſie and great bumi- w 
ty, he kiſſed the beauteous Hand of Sabra, who with a bluſhing Countenance and baſhful Look D 
accepted his Courteſie, and like a kind Lady diſdained not to dance with him. So that when the Mu- fil 
ficians ſtrained forth their Inſpiring Melody, the luſtful Earl led a firſt courſe about the Hall, in as pl 
eat Majeſty as Mawor did the Queen of Paphos to gain her Love, and ſhe followed with as much fil 
Grace as if the Queen of Pleaſure had been preſent to behold the Courtly Delights: So when the m 
firſt Courſe was ended, he found a fit Opportunity to unfold his ſecret Love, and reveal unto the La- pz 
dy his extream Paſſion of Mind, which was in this Manner expreſſed. Fi 
Mioſt divine and peerleſs Paragon {/aid be) thou only Wonder of the World for Beauty and fa 
18 excellent Ornaments Nature, know that thy two twinkling Eyes, that ſhine more bright than pe 
in the Light of Heaven, being the true Darts of Love, have pierced my Heart; and thoſe thy crimſon ſts 
. Cheeks as lovely ag Hurora's Countenance, when ſhe drew the | Curtains of her Purple Bed to enter- da 
= tain her wandring Lover; thoſe Cheeks, I ſay, have wounded me with Love; therefore except you I 
t me kind Comfort, I am like to ſpend the Remnant of my Days in Sorrow, Care and Diſcon” ſh 


—4 I bluſh to ſpeak what I defire, becauſe I have ſettled my Love where it is unlawful, in a Boſom 
where Kings may Sleep and ſurfeit with Delight; thy Breaſt, I mean, moſt divine Miſtreſs, for there 
my Heart is kept Priſoner, Beauty is the Keeper, and Love the Key: My Ranſom is a conſtant Mind 
thou art my Venus, I will be thy Mars ; thou art my Hylin, I will be thy Mahomet ; thou art my Cre- 
a, L will be thy Troilus, thou art my Love, I will be thy Paranour. Admit thy Lord and Huſ- 
band to be alive, yet hath he moſt unkindly left thee to ſpend thy young Years in ſolitary Widow- . 
hood : He is unconſtant like AZnzas, and thou more hapleſs than Dido He marcheth up and down 
the World in glittering Armour, and never intendeth to return: He abandoneth thy Preſence and li- 
eth ſporting in ſtrange Ladies Laps, therefore dear Sabra, live not to conſume thy Youth in Single- 
neſs, for Age will overtake thee too ſoon, and convert thy Beauty to wrinkled Frowns. ” | 
At which Words Sabra awould have preſently made Anſaver, but that the Muſick called them to dance 
the ſecond Courſe, which being ended, Se replied in this Manner, | 
« Moſt noble Lord (/ai4 &e) for your bounteous Banquet, and ſplendid Entertainment, I give 
the humble Thanks of a poor Lady; but for your ſuit and unlawful Defire, I do deteſt as much as 
the Sight of a Crocodile; and your flattering/3loſles I do eſteem as much as doth the Ocean a triflin 
Shower of Rain: Your Syren Songs ſhall never entice me to liſten to your fond Requeſts ; but I WI 
like Uly/es, ſtop my Ears and bury all your flattering Enticements i» the Lake of Forgetfulneſs: 
Think yon that I will ſtain my Marriage-Bed with the Stain of Infamy, I will not entertain one 
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His melancholy and extream Paſſion 


his Light by Day, the ſilver Moon by Night, the Skies ſhall fall, the ſhall fink, and every 
Thing change from its Kind and Nature, before I will falfify my Faith, or prove 01 to my belo- 
ved George; Attempt no more, my noble Lord, to batter the Fortreſs. of my good ame, with the 
Gun-ſhot of Flattery, nor ſeek to ſtain my Honour with your luſtfal Defires. What if my Lord and 
Huſband proves diſloyal, and chuſes gut other Loves in foreign Lands? Vet will I prove as conftang 
to him as Penolope to her Ulyſſes ; and if it be his Pleaſure never to return, but ſpend his Days amongſt 


ſtrange Ladies, yet will I livean Single Solitarineſs, like unto the Turtle Dove when ſhe hath loſt her 


Meat, abandoning all Company, or as the mournful. Swans that ſwim upon Meander's filver Streams, 
_ op their dying Tunes to. raging Billows ; fo will I paſs away my lingering Days in 

rief, and die. a | 

This Reſolution of the virtuous Lady, , ſo daunted the Earl, that he ſtood like a ſenſeleſs Image ga- 
zing at the Sun, not knowing how to reply; but when he had danced the Third Courſe, he began a- 
new to aſſault her unſpotted Chaſtity in theſe Terms. Ws, 

„Why, my dear Miſtreſs, have you a Heart more hard than Flint, that the Tears of my true 
Love can never mollifie? Can you behold him plead for Grace, that hath been ſized unto by many 
worthy Dames? Iam a man that can command Countries; yet.I cannot command thy ſtubborn Heart: 
Divine Sabra, if thou wilt grant me thy Love, and yield to my Deſires, III have thee cloathed in 
ſilken Robes and damaſk Veſtures, imboſt with Indian Pearls, and refined-Gold perfumed with Cam- 
phire, Bliſs and ſweet Syrian Perfumes: By Day an hundred Virgins, like to Thetis crIpping on the 
filver Sands, ſha!l daily attend thy Perſon ; by Night an hundred Eunuchs with their ſtrain 2 
ments ſnall lull thy Senſes into a golden Slumber : If this procureth not thy Sweet Content, I will pre- 


pare a ſumptuous Chariot made of Gold, wherein thou ſhalt be drawn by ſable-ſpotted Steeds along the 


Fields, and gallant Paſtures adjoyning to our City-walls ; whereat the Evening Air will breath a Coldneſs 
far more ſweet than Balm upon thy Cheeks, and make thy Beauty glitter like the purple Pillar of 29 
perion, when he leaves Aurora bluſhing in her Bed, whereby the Heavens and all the Powers therein ſhall 
ſtand and wonder at thy Beauty, and quite forget their uſual Courſes : All this, my dear Divine and 


dainty Miſtreſs, is at thy Command, and more, ſo that I may enjoy thy Love and Favopr, which if - "Wl 
I do not, I will diſcontentedly end my Life in Woods and Deſert places; Tygers and wild Beaſis 
| ſhall be my chiefeſt Companions. | IE 


Theſe vain promiſes cauſed the beauteous Sabra to bluſh with Shame, and to give him this oy 
Anſwer : Thinkeſt thou, my Lord, with golden'Promiſes to obtain the precious Gem, which I would 
not loſe for Europe's Treaſury ? Henceforth be filent, in that enterprize, and never after this attempt 
to practiſe my Diſhonour ; which if you do, I vow by Heaven to make it known to every one within 


the City, and to fill all Places wich the Rumour of thy wilful Luſt; A Troop of modeſt Mitdens 1 


will procure to haunt thee up and down the Streets, to wonder at thee like an Owl, that never comes a- 
broad but in the darkeſt Night; this I am reſolved to do, and ſo farewel, OOO 
Thus departed Sabra with a ſad Countenance, whereby. the reſt of _ the Ladies ſuſpected that the 
Earl had attempted her Diſhonour by the ſecret Conference; but they all aſſuredly knew that The was 
as far from yielding to his Defires, as is the aged Man to be young again, or as the azure Pirmament 
to be a Place for fan Swans to inhabit. In ſuch like Imaginations they ſpent away the Day, till 


oa 


Countenance, till the Ladies were departed, , whom he courteouſly cauſed, his Servants to 


the dark Night cauſed them to break off Company. The Earl ſmothered. his. Grief under 4 Ker 
Homewards with Flambeaus, becauſe it began to he very dark. After keir Depatture be accyrſed | 


his own Fortune, and like a Lion wanting Food, raged up and down his Chamber, and flfng” i 
Corner with bitter Exclamations, rending his Garments from his Back, 
Breaft, and uſing all the Violence he could againſt himſelf. | eva. 
In this Manner he ſpent away the Night, ſuffering no Sleep to. cloſe the Windows of his Body 

fo diene his, Mind, "that he purpoſed khong 
ad hu ere | n 
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chard, where Sabra commonly walked once a Day to take the Air; the Place was very loneſome and 
far from the Noiſe of People; where after he had ſpent ſome certain Time in — againſt the 
kindneſs of Sabra, he pulled his poniard from his Back, and prepared his Breaſt to entertain the 


Stroke of Death; but before the intended Tragedy, he with hi ed theſe followi 
. Verſes upon the Bark of a Wallnut-Tree. ay | Soo. we 890 W 


O Heart more hard than bloody Tygers fell ! You mountain Nymphs which in the Deſarts rei 

O Ears more deaf than ſenſeleſs troubled Seas! | Leave off your chaſe from ſavage Beaſts awhile, 
O cryel Foe, thy Rigour doth excel, Prepare to ſee an Heart oppreſt with Pain, 

For thee I die, thy Anger to appeaſe : | | Acdreſs your Ears to hear my doleful Stile; 
But Time will come when thou ſhalt ſee me ſlain, | No ſtrength nor Art can work me any Weal, 
'Then thy Repentance will encreaſe thy Pain. Since ſhe's unkind and Tyrant like doth deal. 


I here engrave my Will and Teſtament Lou Fairy Nymphs by Lovers much adored, 

That my ſad Grief thou mayeſt behold and ſee} And gracious Damſels which in Evenings fair, 
How that my woeful Heart is torn and rent, Your Cloſets leave with Heavenly beauty ſtored, 
And gored with bloody Blade for love of thee} And on your ſhoulders ſpread your golden Hair 
When thou diſdaineſt as now the End doth try, {Record with me, that Sabra is unkind, 


| End of his Sorrows by ſome untimely Death: 80 when the Morning appeared, he repaired to an Or- 


That thus diſtreſt doth ſuffer me to die. Within whoſe Breaſt remains a double Mind. 
Oh Gods of Love, if ſo there any be Ye ſavage Bears in caves and Dens that lie, 
And you of Love that feel the deadly Pain, Remain in Peace if you my Sorrows hear, 
O Sabra, thou that thus afflicteſt me, (ſtrain | And be not moved at my Miſery, 


Hear theſe my words which from my Heart I! Though too extream my Paſſions do appear: 
Eber thus my Body be quite bereav'd of Breath, England farewel, and — adieu, 
Here I'll declare the cauſe of this my Death. | But Sabra, Heaven above ſtill proſper you. 


Theſe Verſes being no ſooner finiſhed, and engraved about the Bark of a Wallnut-tree but with 
a griſly Look and watchful Countenance he lifted up his Hand intending to ftrike the Poniard up to the 
Hilt into his Breaſt; but at the ſame Inſtant he beheld Sabra entring the Orchard to take her wonted 
Walks of Pleaſure, whoſe ſight hindred his * — and cauſed other bloody Cogitations to enter in- 
to his Mind. The furies did incenſe him to a Wicked deed, the which, my trembling Tongue faints 
to report; for after ſhe had walked to the farther Side of the melancholy Orchard he rigorouſly ran 


unto her with his Dagger drawn, and catched her about the ſlender Waſte, thus frightfully threatning her. 


Now, ſtubborn Dame, (quoth be) will I obtain my Long deſired Purpoſe, and revenge by Violence 
thy former proud Denials ; Firſt, I will wrap this Dagger in thy Locks of Hair, and nail it faſt unto 
the Ground; then will I raviſh thee by Force and Violence, and triumph in the Conqueſt of thy 


. Chaſtity ; which being done, I'll cut thy Tongue out of thy Mouth, uſe thou ſhalt not reveal 


nor deſcry thy bloody Raviſher : likewiſe with this Poniard will I chop off both thy hands, whereby 
thou ſhalt never write with Pen, thy Stain of Honour; nor in Sampler, ſew this proffered Diſgrace. 
+ Therefore, except thou wilt yield to quench my deſired Love with the Pleaſures of thy Marriage-bed 
I will by Force and Violence, inflict thoſe vowed Puniſhments upon thy delicate Body: be not too 
reſolute in Denials, for if thou art, the gorgeous San ſhall not glide the Compaſs of an Hour, be- 
fore I obtain my long defired Purpoſe: And thereupon he ſtepped to the Orchard door, with all Ex- 
pedition and locked it, and put the Key into his Pocket. Then returned he, like the hungry-ſtar- 
ved Wolf, to ſeize upon the filly Lamb; or like the chaſed Boar when he is wounded with the Hun- 
ters Lance, running to_the helpleſs Lady, 3 her preſent Rape and foul Diſhonour : But ſhe 
thinking all hope of Aid or Succour to be void, fell into a dead Swoon, being not able to move for 
- the Space of an Hour: But yet at laſt having recovered her dead Senſes to their former vital moving, 


ſhe began in this _ Manner to defend her aſſailed Chaſtity, from the 3 | 


ver her with his bloody Dagger, threatning moſt cruelly her final Confuſion. 
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yield unto, ſo that thou wilt grant my Deſire, and make me chief Commander of thy Love. 
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My Lord of Coventry, (/aid Ge, with weeping Tears, (and kneeling upon the bare Ground) is 
Virtue baniſhed from your Breaſt? have you a Mind more tyrannous oa the Tygers in Hyrcanie, 
that nothing may ſuffice your luſtful Deſires, but the ſtain of my Honour and the conqueſt of my 
Chaſtity ? If it be my Beauty that hath enticed you, I am content to have it covered with a loathſome 
Leprofie, whereby to make me odious in your Eyes: If it be my rich and coſtly Garments that 
make me beautiful, and ſo entangle you, henceforth I will attire my Body in poor and ſimple Array; - = 
and for evermore dwell in country Caves and Cottages, ſo that I may preſerve my Chaſtity unſpotted. | 
If none of theſe may ſuffice to abate your tyrannons Intent, but that your Luſt will make me the © 
Wonder and pointing Stock, and Scorn of virtuous Ladies, then will the Heavens revenge my wrongs | 
to whom I will in tly make my Petitions : The Birds in the Air, after their Kind, will evermore 
exclaim againſt your Wickedneſs ; the creeping Worms that live within the Crevices of the Earth . . 
will give dumb Signs and Tokens of your Wickedneſs ; the running Rivers will murmur. at your 
Wickedneſs; the Woods and Trees, Herbs, and Flowers, with every ſenſeleſs thing will ſound | 
ſome Motions of your Wickedneſs; Return, return, my noble Lord, unto your former 
Virtues ; baniſh ſach fond Deſires out of your Mind; ſtain not the Honour of your Houſe with'ſuch 
black Scandals and Diſgrace; bear this in Mind before you do attempt ſo vile a Sin; what became of 
Helex's Raviſhment, but the Deſtruction of the renowned Trey? What of Roman Lucretia's Ra 
but the Baniſhment of Targuin ? and what of Prognes foul Deflourment by her Siſter's Huſband, h 
luſtful King of Thrace, but the bloody Banquet of his young Son Vin, whoſe tender Body they ſer- 
ved to his Table baked in a Pie? At which Speeches the ireful Earl wrapped his Hands within her Locks 
of Hair, which was covered with a caul of Gold ; and in this manner preſently > me unto her, I 

What telleſt thou me of Poets Tales (/aid he) of Prognes Rape and Tere's bloody Banquet? Thy | 
Raviſhment ſhall be an Induction to thy Tragedy, which if thou yield not willingly, I will obtain -by - 
Force and Violence; therefore prepare thy ſelf either to entertain the Sentence pronounced, or yield "KW 
thy Body to my Pleaſure. This unrecanting and vowed: Reſolution of the Earl, added Grief. upon 
Grief, and heaped Mountains of Sorrow upon her Soul: Twice did the hapleſs Lady caſt her Eyes 
to Heaven, in Hope God would Pity her Diſtreſs, and twice unto the Earth, wiſhing the Ground 
might open and devour her, and ſo deliver her from the Fury ot the wicked Homicide : but at laſt 
when ſhe ſaw that neither Tears, Prayers nor Wiſhes could prevail, ſhe gave an outward Sign of Con - 
ſentment upon ſome Conditions, under Colour to deviſe a preſent Means to preſerve her Chaſtity, 
and deliver herſelf from his Luſtful Aſſailments. There is no Condition ſaid the Earl, but I 


Y 


Firſt, my ends quoth /he ) you ſhall ſuffer me to ſit ſome certain Hours upon this Bed of Violets 
and bewail the Loſs of my good Name, which ſhortly ſhall be yielded up to your Pleaſure; then 
ſhall you lie and dally in my Lap, thereby to make my Affections, yet freezing cold, to flame with 
burning Brands of Love; that being done, you receive. your wiſhed dels Theſe Words 
cauſed the Earl to convert his furious Wrath to ſmiling Joy, caſting down his Dagger, he gave 
her a courteous Kiſs, which ſhe in conceit, graciouſly accepted; whereby his Mind was brought in- 
to ſuch a vain Opinion, that he thought no Heaven but in her Preſence ; no Comfort but in. her Sight, 
and no Pleaſure but in her : Then cauſed he Sabra to fit down upon a Bed of Violets beſet about 
with divers Sorts of Flowers; whoſe Lap he made his Pillow, whereupon he laid his Head, intending 
as he thought, to encreaſe his Defire : But as Women in extremity have the quickeft Wits, ſo Sabra - 
buſied herſelf by all means poſſible, either now or never to remove the Cauſe of her Deep Diſtreſa, 
by ptactiſing his Death; and ſo quit herſelf from her Importunate Suiter : one while ſhe. told him 
A Tales of Love, in hopes to bring his Senſes to a Slumber the better to accompliſh her De- 


i Uher while ſhe played and ſported with his Hair that hung dangling below his 8 
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nike Threads of Silk, but at laſt when neither Diſcourſe, Tales nor her dallying Paſtime with his ö 


HRair could not bring him to ſleep, ſhe ſtrained forth the Organs of her Voice, and over his Head 
PW | Fr, 
Thou God of Sleep and golden Dreams appear, Both wit and ſenſe, and tire his Eyes with ſleep, ad 

That brings all things to Peace and quiet Reſt; That on my Lap in ſweet Contempt I keep. ge: 

Cloſe up the Glaſſes of his Eyes ſo clear, W. 
Thereby to make my Fortune ever bleſt: You filver ſtreams which murmuring muſick make, in 

His Eyes, his Heart, his Senſes and his Mind And fill each Dale with pleaſant Harmony, | me 

In peaceful Sleep, let them ſome Comfort find. Whereat the floating Fiſh much Pleaſure take, cot 

Ring Conn you poly Mi 0a Taps of Thom, r ü Melody 4 2 

Wich warbling Tunes and many a pleaſant Note, That — ö — Sat * 

Till your ſweet Muſick cloſe his waar Eyes 8 * | _ 

That on my Love with vain Deſires doth doat: zer walk & Conf - 

2 on my dear, ſleep on my Loves Delight; 9 —ĩ by A - 

And let this Sleep be thy eternal Night, From Hills and Dales and each Mountain high, La 

You gentle Bees, the Muſes lovely Bitds, Let ſome inſpiring ſound or Eccho ring. to 

Come aid my doleful Tunes with filver Sound, That he may never wake from ſleep again, leſt 

{$1 Till your inſpiring Melody records, Which ſought my Marriage-bed with Luſt to ſtain. | 
1 Such heavenly Muſick that may quite confound, | ed 
| | a la 
Ih This delightful Song ſa wrocked his Senſes to ſuch a Careleſs Slumber that he flept as ſoundly up- — 
| on her Lap as in the Bfieſ Bed of Down, whereby ſhe found a fit Opportunity to deliver her unde- wil 
4 filed Body from his luſtful Defires. So taking the Poniard in her Hand, which he had caſt a little co: 
4 aſide, and gazing thereon with an ireful Look, ſhe:made this ſad Complaint, WY ſuſ 
4 Grant you immortal Poxyers of Heaven, (ſaid ſhe) that of theſe tauo Extreams I chuſe the beſt ; either fro 
$ muſt I yie d my Body to be diſhonoured by bis unchaſte Defires, or flain my Hands with the trickling tram: Co 
F his Heart's Blood: If I yield unto the Firft, I ſhall then be counted for a vicious Dame; and if 1 com- vet 
mit the Laft, I ſhall be guitty of wilful Murder,” and for the ſame the. Law wwilladjudge me a ſhameful | 
Dearth. What, Hall I fear to die, or loſe my Virtue or Renown ? | No, my. Heart: ſhall be as tyrannous, to 
as Danaus'; Daughters, that flew their fifty Huſbands in a Nipht ;.or as Medea's Cruelty, which ſcat- fo'n 
tered her Brother s bloody Joints upon the Sea ſhore, ' thereby. to hinder the ſwift Purſuit of ber Father, Ar 
abben Jaſon got the Golden Fleece from Calco's. Me: Therefore land flil you glittering Lamps of Heaven; he 
Hay wandering Time, and let him ſleep eternally. . = 
Where art thou, ſad Melponene, that thou ſpeakeſt of nothing but of | Murders and Tragedies : Where be aut 
thoſe Dames that evermore delight in Blood + Come, come, 'aſsft me cuith your Cruelties, let me exceed the pio 
Hate of Progne for her Sifter's Raviſhment : Rage, Heart, and take Delight in Blood ; baniſh all Thoughts [be 

of Pity from thy Breaft ; be thou as mercileſs as- King Priamus's Qucen, that in Revenge of froe and twen- ed, 
ty murdered Sons with her own Hands, ' flained the Pavements of Agamemnon's Court with purple | 

Gore. 5% | of 
Theſe Words were no ſooner ended, but with a wrathful and — Countenance, ſhe ſheathed the abl 
'Poniard up to the Hilt in the Cloſure of his Breaſt; whereat he ſtarted, and would have got upon his Th 
*ert, but the Streams of Blood ſo violently guſhed from his Wound, that he - declined immediately of 
Aud died. . an cot 
When Sabra beheld the Bed of Violets . ſtained with the. Blood, and every Flower converted to a dip 
etimſon Colour, ſhe ſighed grievouſly; but when ſhe ſaw her Garmeats all beſprinkled with Th 


her Enemies Blood, as he lay wallowing at her Feet in purple Gore, ſhe ran ſpeedily to a flowing Foun- 
tain that ſtood in the fartheſt part of the Orchard, and began to waſh the Blood out of her Cloaths ;- 
but the more ſhe waſhed, the more it encreaſed, a Sign that Heaven will never ſuffer wilfal Murder to 
be hid, - for what Cauſe ſoever it is done, 3 2 e 


"HP 
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This ſtrange Spectacle, or rather wonderful Accident, ſo amazed the ſorrowful Lady, that ſhe be - 
gan anew to complain: O that this wicked Murder had never been done, {/ai4 ſb e] or that my 
and had been ſtruck lame by ſome. unlucky Planet, when firſt I did atiempt the Deed ! Whither 
ſhall I fly to ſhroud me from-the Company of virtuous Women, which will for evermore ſhun me as 
a deteſted Murderer? If I ſhould go into ſome foreign Country, there Heaven will.caft down Ven- 
geance for my Guilt: If I ſhould hide myſelf in Woods and ſolitary Wilderneſſes, yet would the 
Wind diſcover me, and blow this bloody Crime to every Corner of the World; or if I ſhould live 
in Caves, or darkſome Dens, within the deep Foundations of the Earth, yet will his Ghoſt purſue 
me there, and haunt me Day and Night; fo that in no Place a Murderer can live in Reſt, ſuch diſ- 
contented Thoughts will ſtill oppreſs my Mind. After ſhe had breathed: forth this comfortleſs Lamenta-” 
tion to the Air, ſhe tore her Blood-ſtain'd Garment from her Back, and caſt it into the Fountain, 
where it turned the Water into the Colour of Blood; ſo heinous is Murder in the Sight of Heaven. 
Thus being diſrobed into her Petty-coat, ſhe returned to the ſlaughtered Earl, whoſe Face ſhe found 
covered with Moſs; which added more Grief unto her Soul; for ſhe greatly feared her Murder was 
deſcried ; but it fell not out as ſhe miſtruſted ; for it is the Nature and kind of the Robin · Read. Breaft, 
and other Birds, always to cover the Face of a dead Man; theſe were they that bred this Fear in the 
Lady's Heart. By this time the Day began to ſhut up his bright Window, and ſable Night entred 
to take Poſſeſſion of the Earth, yet durſt not the Woful diſtreſſed Sabra make her Way homewards, 
leſt ſhe ſhould be deſcried without her upper Garment. | 
During which time there was a great Search made for the Earl by his Servants, they greatly ſuſpect- 
ed ſome Danger had befallen him, conſidering that they heard him the Night before ſo wofully com- 
plaining in his Chamber, At laſt they came to the Orchard-gate, which they preſently burſt open : 
wherein no ſooner entring, but they found their murdered Maſter lying by a Bed of Violets covered 
with Moſs ; likewiſe ſearching to find out the Mur rer, at laſt they eſpied Sabra in her bare Petti- 
coat, her Face beſprinkled with Blood, and her Countenance as pale as Aſhes, by which Signs they 
ſuſpected her to be the bloody Bereaver of their Lord and Maſter's Life; but becauſe ſhe was deſcended 
from a noble Lineage, they brought her the ſame Night before the King, which did then keep his 
Court in the City of Coventry, who immediately upon the Confeſſion of the Murderer, gave this ſe- 
vere Judgment againſt her. | $79 Rey | . | 
Firſt, to be conveyed to Priſon, there to remain for the term of twelve Months, and at the end thereof 
to be burned like a wicked Offender : Yet becauſe ſhe, was the Daughter of a King, and a loya! Lady to 


fo noble a Knight, his Majeſty in Mercy granted her this Favour, that if fhe ſpould get any Knight at 
Arms before the Time awas expired that would be her Champion, and by combat redeem her from the Fire, 


he ſhould live, otberæuiſe if her Champion were vanquiſhed, then to ſuffer the former Puniſhment. 


Thus have you heard the Diſcourſe of all Things which happened till my Departure from En gland, x 


where 1 left her in Priſon, and fence that time fue Months are full expired: therefore moſt renowned 
pion, as you love the Life of your belowed Lady, and wiſh her Delivery, make no Tarriance, but with all 
[peed poft into England j for / greatly fear, before yeu arrive on the bleſſed Shore, the Time will be finiſh- 
ed, and Sabra ſuffer Death for want of a Champion to d fend her Cauſe. | 

This doleful Diſcourſe drove St. George, with the other Knights and Champions, to ſuch an extaſie 
of Mind, that every one departed to their Lodging-cham: ers, with dumb Signs of Sorrow, 2 
able o ſpeak: one word; where, for that Night they lamented the Miſhap of fo virtuous a Lady. 
The gp King her Father, abandoned the ah ee all Companies, and repaired to the Top 
of a hig Tower b 11t of Marble Stone, wherein he barr'd himſelf ſo faſt with Iron Bolts, that none 
could Sonde within the Hearing of his Lamentations : then raged he up and down, like frantick O- 
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Searitig his Eyes from their natural Cells, accuſing Heaven of Injuſtice, condemmng Earth of 
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Iniquity, and accurfing Man for ſuch an execrable Crime; one while Wiſhing that his Daughter's 
Birth-day had been her Burial day: another while that ſome. unlueky Planet would deſcend the Fir- 
mament, and fall upon his Miſerable Head: Being in this extream Paſſion, he never hoped-to ſee his 
Daughter's Countenance again: and ſo about Midnight, being a time when deſperate Men practiſe 
their own Deſtruction, he caſt himſelf headlong from the Top of the Tower, and broke his Neck, 
and all beſprinkled the flinty Pavements with his Blood and Brains. \ | 
No ſooner was the Night vaniſhed, and bright Phazbus entred the Zodiack of Heaven, but his brui- 
ſed Body lifeleſs and ſenſeleſs, was found by his Servants, lying in the Palace-yard, all beaten to Pie- 
ces againſt the Ground. The woful News of this ſelf-willed Murder, they preſently told to certain 
LE gyptian Knights, who took his ſcattered Limbs and carried them to St. George's Chamber whom 
they found arming himſelf for his Departure towards England ; but at this woful Spectacle he took a 
ſecond conceited Grief in ſuch an extream Manner, that it had almoſt coſt him his Life; but that the 
Egyptian Knight gave him many comfortable Speeches, and by the Conſent of many Dukes, Earls, 
Lords and Barons, with many other of the late King's Privy-council, they elected him the true ſuccee- 
ding King of Egype, by the Marriage of Prolomys Daughter: which Royal Proffer, St. George refu- 


4 
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ſed not, but took upon him the Regement of the whole Country; ſo that for a ſnort time his Journ 


towards England, was ſtayed, and upon the third Day following, his Coronation was appointed, whic 
they ſolemnly performed, to the high Honour of all the Chriſtian Champions; for the Egyptian Peers 
cauſed St. George to be apparelled in Royal Veſtures like a King; he had on a Suit of flaming Green 


like an Emerald, and a Mantle of Scarlet very richly furr'd, and wrought curiouſly with Gold: then 


the other Six Champions led him up to the King's Throne, and ſet him in a Chair of Ebony, which 
had Pummels of Silver, which ſtood upon an Alabaſter Elephant ; then came three of the greateſt Lords 
in Egypt, and ſet a Crown of Gold upon his Head: then followed the Knights with a Scepter and a 
3 Sword, to ſignifie that he was chief Governor of the Realm, and — of all that appertained 


- tothe Crown of Egypt : This being performed in the moſt ſumptuous and ſtately Manner, the Trum 


pets with other Inſtruments began to found, whereat the general Company with joyful Voices cried 


altogather, Long /ive St. George, the true Champion of England, and King of Egypt: Then was be 


conducted to the Royal Palace, where for ten Days he remained among his Lords and Knights, ſpend- 


in f the time in great Joy and Pleaſure; the which being finiſhed, his Lady's Diſtreſs conſtrained him to 
A1U 


dden Departure; therefore he left the guiding of his Land to twelve Egyptian Lords, binding them 


all by Oath to deliver it at his return ; likewiſe charged them to inter the Body of Prolomy in a _ 


tuous Tomb, befitting the Body of fo Royal a Potentate; alſo — the ſix Champions to 
their Tents, and muſter up a. new, their Soldiers, and with all Speed to march into Per/ia, and there 
by Dint of bloody War, to revenge his former Injuries upon the accurſed Souldan. 
This Ch being given, the next Morning by break of Day he buckled on his Armour, mount- 


ed on his ſwift-footed Steed, and bad his Friends in Egypt fora Seaſon, adieu; and ſo in — 
of the Knight that brought him that unlucky News, he took his Journey with all Speed 
| England, in which Travel we will leave him for a Time; alſo paſſing over the ſpeedy Proviſion made 
by the Chriſtian Champions in Egypt for the Invaſion of Perfia, and return to ſorrowful Sabra, being 
in Priſon, wailing each Minute to receive the fatal Stroke of Impartial Death; for now had the row- 


ling Planets brought their Years Journey to an end ; yet Sabra had no Intelligence of any Champion 
that would fans | her Cauſe, therefore ſhe prepared her Delicate Body to receive her laſt Pain of 
Liſe. The time being come, ſhe was broogha to the Place of Execution, whither ſhe went, as wil- 
ling, and with as much Joy, as ever ſhe went before unto her Marriage. She had made humble Sub- 


mifſnion to the World, and unfeignedly committed her Soul to God. She being at the Stake, where 


the King was preſent with many Thouſands, as well of Noble Perſons as of common People to be- 
hold this woful Tragedy; the Executioner tripping off her Garment, which was of Sarſenet,' and in 
her Snow white Smock, bound her with an Iron Chain unto the Stake : then placed 9 


* 
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bout her tender Body, Pitch, Turpentine and Gun powder, with other mercileſs Things, to make het 
| Death more eaſy, and her Pain the ſhorter : which being done, the King cauſed the Herald to ſum- 1 
\ mon in the Challenger, ho at the Sound of the Trumpet cagge tracing in upon a roan-coloured Steet 
without any kind or Mark, and trapped with rich Trappings of Gold and precious Stones of à great 
Price; there came forth at the Horſes mouth, two Tutks like unto an Elepnants Nogrils, which were 0: 
| very large and big, his Head little, his Breaſt ſomewhat broad, well- pitcht, and ſo hard that no Sword ' 
were it ever ſo ſharp, was able to pierce or enter. The Champion was called the Baron of Cheer. 
a bolder and more hardy Knight, they thought lived not then upon the Face of the whole Earth: He 
ſo advanced himſelf up and down, as though he had been able to encounter an hundred Knights. 1 | 
Then: the King cauſed the. Herald to ſummon in the Defendant, if there were any to. defend her Canſe: | 
Both Drums and '['rumpets ſounded three ſeveral Times, up and down the Fields; betwixt every Reſt 
was a full Quarter of an Hour, but yet no Defendant did appear: Therefore the King commanded 4 
tae Executioner to ſet the Stake on Fire. | N 
At which Words Sabra began to grow as pale as Aſhes, end her Joints to tremble like to Aſpen- | 
leaves; her Tongue that before continued ſilent, began to record a Swan like dying Tale; and in this a 
Mariner uttered the Paſſion of her Heart: He auitneſs Heaven, and all you celeſtiul Angels: Be æritncſs 
dun and Moon, all true Beholders.of my Fa :. Be witneſs thou clear I irmamcit, and all the Ii arld, be 
witneſs of my Innocency : The Blood 1 ſhed was for the Safeguard of my Honour and unſpotted Chaſtit; : © .Mf 
Great God , Heaven, if the Prazers of my unſtained Heart may move thy mi:hty Maefly, er my trae 
VE Innaceucy prevail with immortal Poxwer, command that cite my Lord may come to be my Champion or ſud 
| beholder of my Death. But if my Hand; were flained avith the Blozd of ſame wicked Entcrprize, the. 
| Heaven fhew preſent Vengeance upen me, clie by ſome noble Chamjicn, ſave my Zed alive. Wi 
| At waich inſtant ſhe heard the Sound of a Shrill Trumpet, the which St. George cauſed to be wind- 
| | ed, (for as then he was near) which cauſed the Execution awhile to be deferred. At laſt they beheld 10 
| afar off,, a ſtately Banner waving in the Air, the which-a Squire carried before St George ; then they -_ 
eſpy'd near unto the Banner, a moſt yalianc armed Knight, mounted upon a cole Black Palfry, with 


a warlike Launce ſtanding in his Wriſt: By whoſe ſudden 1 ene tuey knew him to be the Cham - 
be pion that would defend the diſtreſſed Lady's Life. Then the King commanded the Drums and Trum 


pets to ſound, whereat the People gave a general Shout, and the poor Lady half dead with Fear, | 
began to revive, and her bluſhing Cheeks to be as beautiful as red Roſes dipt in Milk, or as Blood 
mingled. with Snow. But when St. Geerge approached the tight of his conſtant Lady, whom he found | 
chained to a Stake, encomnaſs'd with many Inſtruments of Death, his. Heart ſo relented with Grief 1 
that he almoſt fell beſide his Horſe; yet remembring where ſore he came, he recalled his Courage, 
and intending to try his Fortune in the Combat, before he would diſcover himſelf unto his 158 a ZE 
And when the Trumpet ſounded Death's Alarm, the two Knights ſet Spurs to their Horfes, and. — | | 
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them run ſo fiercely, that at the firlt Encounter they ſhivered both their Lances to their Hands: then ö 
ruſhed they together ſo vigorouſly with their Bodies and Helmets, that they fell to the Earth: But St. | 
George who-was the more ſuſty Knight, nimbly leaped on his Feet without any hurt, but the Baron t ³ü 


Chefter lay.ſtill with. his Head downwards, caſting from his Mouth abundance of Blood; (for he was | | 
mightily bruiſed with the Fall) but when he revived from. his. Trance he took his Shield drawing. out f 
a mighty Faulchion, and with a wrathful Countenance ran to St. George. Naw, proud Knight, (quoth *. 

he) I fvear by all the Saints in Heaven ta revenge my Blood which thou haſt red; and therewithal he 1 
ſtruck ſo violently upon St. George's Shield that he claved it quite aſunder. Theu began he to wax 
angry, and took his Sword in great Wrath, and gave the Baron of Cheſter ſuch a ſtroke that he cuta- * *W 
way his Arm and Shoulder, and all the Fleſh of his Side to the bare Ribs; and likewiſe cut his Leg 1 
almoſt clean aſunder in the thickeit Place of his Thigh; and yet for all that, the Sword entred half a 1 
Vard into the Eartk; then fell the Baron of Cheſter to the Ground, and breathed forth this lamentable x 
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Now frown you, fatal Stars eternally, that did predominate at my Birth; for he is ſlain and vanguiſhed 
"that never flooped to any Knight before this Day: and thereapon the Blood ſtopped the Paſſage of his 
Speech, and his Soul went flying to ENMaium; whereat the whole Company admired and applauded St. 
George, for the moſt fortunate Knight in th: World. Then the King delivered Sabra with his own 
Hands to St. George, who moſt courteouſly received her, and like a kind Knight caſt a ſcarlet Mantle 
over her Body, the which a Lady ſtanding by, beſtowed upon him; yet he minding not to diſcover him- 
ſelf, but ſet her upon his portly Steed, (that preſently grew proud in carrying ſo rich a Burden) and 
with his own Hands led him by the Bridle reins. The Joy was fo great throughout the City, that the 
Bells rung without ceaſing that whole Day together: The Citizens thro' every Place St. George ſhould 
paſs, did hang forth at their Windows, and on the Walls, Cloth of Gold and filk, with rich Carpets 
Cuſhion-coverings of green Velvet lay broad in every Window : The Clergy in Copes of Gold and 


Silk, met them with ſolemn Proceſſion : The Ladies and beautiful Damſels ſtrewed every Street where 


he paſs'd, with Roſes and molt pleaſant Flowers, and crown'd him with a Wreath of green Bays, in 
Sign of his triumphant Viftory and Conqueſt, | 

In this Manner went he to the King's Palace not known by any who he ſhould be, but that he 
was a Knight of a ſtrange Country; yet Sabra, many times as they paſſed along, defired to ſee his 
Face, and know his Name, for that he had ventured ſo far for her Sake, and that for her Delivery, he 
had vanquiſhed the braveſt Knight in England. Yet for all her Perſwaſions he kept himſelf undiſ- 
covered, till a Troop of Ladies in Company of Sabra got him into a Chamber richly hung with Ar- 
ras-cloth, and there unlaced his Bever; whoſe Countenance when ſhe beheld, and ſaw that it was 
her Lord and Huſband which had redeemed her from Death, ſhe fell into a deep Swoon for very Joy, 
but St. George ſprinkled a little cold Water on her Face, and revived her preſently. After this he 

ve her many a kind and loving Kiſs, calling her the moſt true, and the moſt loyal Lady that ever 
Nature framed, that to her very Death would not loſe one Jot of her unſpotted Honour. Likewiſe 
ſhe counted him the trueſt Knight, and loyalleſt Huſband that ever heavenly Hymen linked in Bands of 
Marriage with any Woman. But when the King had Notice that it was St. George, his Countries 
Champion, which atchieved the noble Conqueſt in vanquiſhing the Baron of Cheffer, he was raviſhed 
with ſuch Joy, that he came running with all haſte to the Chamber, and moſt kindly embraced him; 
and after he was unarm'd, and his Wounds waſh'd with White Wine and new Milk; the King con- 
ducted him, with his Lady, to his banquetting houſe, where they feaſted that Evening; and after he 
kept open Court for all Comers, ſo long as St. George continued there, which was for the Space of 
one Month: At the End whereof, he took his Lady and one Page with him, and bad England adieu, 
and then he travelled towards Perſia, to the other Chriſtian" Champions, whoſe dangerous Journey and 


ſtrange Adventures you may read in the Chapter following. 
CHAP. XVI. 


How St. George, in his Fourney toxvards Perſia, arrived in a Country inhabited only by Maids, æubere 
be atchieved many firange and wonder ful Adventures: Alſo of the Raviſhment of the ſeven Virgins in 
a Wood: And how Sabra preſerved her Honour from a Terrible Giant. * 


Fter St. George, with his virtuous Lady departed from England, and had travell'd through ma- 
ny Countries, taking their direct Courſes towards Egypt, and the Confines of * where the 
other fix Champions remained with the warlike Legions ; at laſt they arrived in the Country of the 


Amazonians, a land inhabited by none but Women: in which Region St. George atchieved many 


brave and princely Adventures, which are moſt wonderful to rehearſe, as after is declared; for 

travelling up and down the Country, they found every Town and City, deſolate of e, yet very 

ſumptuouſly built; the Earth likwiſe untilled, the Paſtures uncheriſned, and every Fiel ws Os 
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with Weeds; whereby he deemed that ſome ſtrange Accident had befallen the Country, either by. - | 
War, or. Mortality or ſome grievous Plague; -for they could neither ſet Eye on Man, Woman or 1 
Child, whereby they were forced to feed upon Berries and Roots; and inſtead of brave Palaces,, +» 
they were conſtrained to lie on broad Paſtures, upon Banks of Moſs ; and inſtead of Curtains of Silk, 1 
they had black and dark Clouds to cover them. 8 ; — 

In this Ext: emity they travelled up and down for thirty DV but at laſt it was their happy Fortune 
to arrive before a rich Pavilion, ſituated and ſtanding in the open Fields, which ſeemed to be the moſt 
glorious Sight that ever Eyes beheld ; for it was wrought of the richeſt Work in the World, all of green 
and crimſon Satten, bordered with Gold and Azure; the Poſts that bare it up, were of Ivory, the 
Cords of green Silk, and on the Top thereof, ſtood an Eagle of Gold; and at the two Corners two 
green Silver Griffins ſhining againſt the Sun; which ſeemed in Richneſs to exceed the Monument of 
Mauſolus, being one of the World's twelve Wonders. They had not there remained long, admiring: 
at the Beauty of the Workmanſhip, but at the Entry of the Pavilion there appeared a Maiden Queen 
crowned with an Imperial Diadem, who was the faireſt Creature that ever he ſaw: On her attended 
Amazonian Dames, bearing. in their Hands Silver Bows of the Turki/s Faſhion ; and at their Backs 
hung Quivers full of Golden Arrows : Upon their Heads they wore Silver Coronets, beſet with Pearls 
and precious Stones ; their Attire comely and gallant; their Faces fair and gentle to behold ; their 
Foreheads plain and white; the tramels of their Hair like burniſh'd Gold; their Brows ſmall and pro- 

per, ſomewhat drawing to a brown Colour; their Yun plain, neither long nor round, but colour- 
ed like Roſes mix'd with Lilies; their Noſes long and ſtraight ; their ruddy Cheeks ſomewhat ſmil- 
ing; their Eyes lovely; and all the reſt of their Parts and Lineaments, by Nature framed moſt excel- 
lent, who had made them in Beauty without Compariſon, The __ herſelf was cloathed in a 
Gown of Green, ſtrict girt unto her Body, with a Lace of Gold, ſo that ſome of her round and lil- 
ly-white Breaſts might be ſeen, which became her wonderful well: Beſide all this, ſhe had en a crim- 
{on Kirtle, lined with Violet Velvet, and her wide Sleeves were likewiſe of green Silk, and embroidered' 
with Flowers of Gold, and with rich Pearls. When St. George had ſufficiently beheld. the Beauty of 
this Maiden Queen, he was almoſt entrapp'd in her Love, but that the dear Aſſection he bore. to his 
own Lady prevented him, whom he would not wrong for all the Treaſures betwixt the higheſt Hea- 
ven and the loweſt Earth. At laſt, he alighted from his Horſe, and humbled himſelf. un r Excel- 
lency, and thus courteouſſy began to diſcourſe with her after this Manner. | * 
Moſt divine and Fair of all Fairs, Queen of ſweet Beauty, (/aid he) let a travelling Knight obtain 
* this Favour at your Hands, that both himſelf and his Lady, that you behold here wearied with Travel. 
| may. take our Reſt within your Pavillion for a Night: for we have wandred up and down this-Coun- 
try many a Day, neither ſeeing a Man to give us Lodging, nor finding food to cheriſh'us ; which 
made us wonder that ſo brave a Country, and ſo beautiful with Nature's Ornaments as this is, - ſhould? . 
be left deſolate of People; the Cauſe whereof is ſtrange, and full of Wonder. 8 

This Queſtion beipg courteouſly demanded by St. George, cauſed the Amazonian Queen as kindly to; 
reply; dir Knight age ) * ſo you ſeem both by your Behaviour and gallant Stature, 6 
vour my. Pavillion may afford, be affured of; but the Remembrance of my cone Deſolation,” 
which you ſpeak of, breeds a Sea of Sorrow in my Soul, and maketh me figh when Lremember it., 
but becauſe you are a Knight of a-ſtrange Land, I will report it tho unto my Grief: About twelye - 
Years ago, it was a Necromancer's Chance to arrive within this Country, his Name is © ; the © 
cunningeſt Artiſt this Day living. upon Earth; for he can at his Call, raiſe all the Spirits out of Hell, . 1158 
and with his Charms make Heaven to rain continual 'Showers of Blood: M Beauty at an Inſtant 
tempted him to love, and drown'd his Senſes ſo in Defire, that he affailed/by ali-Perſwaſions, that ei- 
ther Wit or Art could deviſe, to win me to his Will; but I having vow'd my RIF 1 Dans Chaſtit y, 

to live in Singleneſs among theſe Amazonian Maids, contemned his Love, deſpiſed” his Perſonz/and! « 1 

| accounted. his Pezxſwafions as ominous Snakes 5 for which he wrought the Dell ruction of GE: 5 | ! 
So I m * 
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Realm and Kingdom ; for by his Magick Art and damned Charms, he raiſed from the Earth s migh- | 


ty Tower, the Mortar whereof he mingled with * Blood, wherein are ſuch Enchantments 
wrought, that the Light of the Sun and the Brightneſs of the Skies are darkned, and the Earth 
blaſted with a terrible Vapour and black Miſt that afcends from the Tower, whereby a general Dark- 
neſs overſpreads our Land the Compaſs of four and T'wenty Leagues; fo that this Country is clean 
waſted and deſtroyed, and my People fled. out thereof. This Tower is haunted Day and Night with 
ghaſtly Fiends : and at his Departure into Perſia, where he now by Enchantment aids the Soldan in 
War againſt the Chriſpians, he left the Guarding of the ſame to a mighty and terrible Giant, for ſha 


the uglieſt Monſter that ever Eye beheld, or that ever Far heard talk of; for he is thirty Foot in 


Length; his Head three times larger than the Head of an Ox; his Eyes as big as two Pewter Diſhes, 
and his Teeth ſtanding out of his Mouth more than a Foot, wherewith he will break both Iron and 
Steel; his Arms big and long, without any Meaſure, and his Body as black as any Coal, and as hard 
as Braſs; alſo of ſuch a Strength, that he is able to carry away at once, three Knights armed: and 
he never cateth any other Meat, but raw Fleſh of Mankind: He is fo light and ſwift, that a Horſe 
cannot run from him; and oftentimes he hath been aſſailed with great Troops of armed Men, but 
all of them could never do him any Harm, neither with Sword, Spear, Croſs-bow, nor any other 


Weapon. ; 
-* W have you heard moſt-noble and courteous Knight, the true Diſcourſe of my utter Ruin, and 


the Vengeance pour'd upon my Country, by this wicked Necromancer; for which I have remained 


ever fince in this Pavillion amengſt my Maidens, where we pray both Day and Night, that ſome un- 
happy Fortune, or terrible Vengeance may fall upon this wicked Conjurer. | 
| Now as I am a true Exg/i/5 Knight (reply'd St. George) no ſooner ſhall the Morning Sun appear, but 
I will take my Journey to that enchanted Tower, into which I'll enter in Spight of the Giant, and 
break the Enchantment, or make my Grave within the Monſler's Bowels ; which if I happily perform 
then will I travel into Perfia, and fetter up that moſt wicked Nercomancer, and like a Bloodhound 
lead him up and down the World in Chains, | | | 
Moſt dangerous is the Adventure (quoth the Amazoniae Queen) from whence as yet did never 


Knight return: But if you be ſo reſolute and noble minded as to attempt the Enterprize, then happy 


be your Fortune; and know, brave Knight, that this Tower lieth Weſtward from hence” thirteen 


Miles; Thereupon ſhe took him by the Hand, and cauſed Sabra to alight from her Palfrey, and led 
them both into ber Pavillion, where they were feaſted moſt royally, and for that Night ſlept ſecurely : 


But when the Day's bright Windows opened, and the Morning Sun began to glitter, in all Hafte St. 
George, that valiant minded Champien aroſe from his ſweet Content, and armed himſelf ; where af- 
ter he had taken his Leave of the Queen, and gave her Thanks for his courteous Entertainment, he 
alſo took his Leave of Sabra, whom he left in company of the Queen's Maidens till his Return with 


Conqueſt, and ſo rode forth till it was Noon, and then he entred into a deep Valley, and ever rode 

wer and lower: It was then a fair Day, and the Sun ſhin'd clear; but by the Time that he had rid- 
den ten Miles, he had loft both the Light and the Sun, and alſo the Sight of Heaven; for it was 
* there as dark as Night, and more diſmal than the deepeſt Dungeon. 0 — 


At laſt he found a mighty River with Streams as Black as Pitch, and the Banks were ſo 
higb, that the Water could ſcarce be ſeen running underneath, and it was ſo full of Serpents, none 
could enter among them that ever returned back with Life : About his Head flew monfirous Birds and 
divers Griffins, who were able to bear away an armed Knight. Horſe and all, and were in as great 
Multitudes as tho they had been Starlins: Alſo there were Flies as big as Nuts, and as black as Pitch 
which ſtung him and his Horſe fo grievouſly, that there iſſued out ſuch Store of Blood, thar it chang d 
his Horſe from a ſable to a crimſon Colour: Likewiſe the Grifns ſtruck at St. George with their 
Tallons fo furiouſly, that had he not defended himfelf with his Shield, which covered his whole Bo- 
dy, he had been pierced to the Heart, | e 
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In this dangerous Manner he rode on, till he came to the Gates of the enchanted Tower, whereat 
the Giant ſat in his Iron Coat upon a Block, with a Mace of Steel in his Hand ; who at the firſt 
Sight of St. George, beat his Teeth ſo mightily together, that they rung like the Stroak of an Anvil, 
and he ran raging like a Fiend of Hell, thinking to have the Champion's Horſe and all in his Teeth, 
that were as ſharp as Steel, and to have born them into the Tower. But when St. George perceived 
his Mouth open, he took his Sword and thruſt it therein ſo far, that it made the Giant to roar ſo. 
loud, that the Elements ſeemed to thunder, and the Earth to tremble ; his Mouth ſmoaked like a fiery 
/ Furnace, and his Eyes rowled in his Head like Brands of flaming Fire: The Wound was great, and 
the Blood iſſued out of the Giant's Mouth fo faſt, that his Courage began to fail, and _ his 
Will he was forced to yield to the Champion's Mercy, and to beg for his Life ; to which St. George 
a but upon Condition that the Giant ſhould diſcover all the Secrets of the Tower, and ever 
after be ſworn his true Servant, and attend on him with all Diligence; to which the Giant ſwore hy 
his own Soul, never to leave him in Extremity, and to anſwer -him truly all Queſtions whatſoever. 
Then St. George demanded the Cauſe of the Darkneſs, and how it might be ceaſed : To which the 
Giant anſwer'd in this Manner : | 
There was in this Country about twelve Years ago a cunning Necromancer, that by Enchant- 
ment buiſt this Tower which you now behold, and therein cauſed a terrible Fire to ſpring from the 
Earth, caft ſuch a Smoak over the whole Land, whereby the People that were wont to dwell 
therein, fled and famiſhed for Hunger : Alſo this Enchanter, by his Art, made the River that you, 
have paſſed, the which did never Man before this Time do, without Death: Alſo within the 
Tower, near unto the Fire, there ſtands a pleaſant Fountain, to which if any Knight be able to at- 
tain, and caſt the Water thereof into the Fire, then ſhall the Darkneſs ever after ceaſe, and the En- 
chantment end; for which Cauſe I have been bound to guard and keep the Tower from the At- 
chievements of any Knight.” . | | 
Then when the Giant had ended his Diſcourſe, St. George commanded him to remain at the Gate; 
for he would adventure to end the Enchantment, and deliver the Country from ſo pony a Plague. 
Then went he cloſe by the Windows of the Tower, the which were fifteen Yards in Length and 


Breadth, till he came to a little Wick ich he muſt needs enter; yet it was as thick 
with Pikes of Steel, as the LPricks of an Urchen's Skin, to the Intent that no Knight ſhould ap- 
proach near unto the Doors nor vnc attemptto-emeT into the Tower; yet with great Danger he 


open'd the Wicket whereout came ſuch Abundance of Smoke, that the Darkneſs of the Country 
doubled, ſo that neither Torch nor Candle would burn in that Place: Yet nevertheleſs St. George en- 

tered, and went downwards upon the Stairs, where he ſaw nothing, but felt ſo many great Bloß 
upon his Burgonet, that he was conſtrained to kneel upon his Knees, and with his Shield to defend * 
himſelf, or eſſe he had been bruifgd to Pieces. At laſt he came to the Bottom, and there he faurd 3 
large preat Vault, where he felt ſo terrible a Heat, that he ſweat exceedingly ; and as he ſch abant& 3 
him, he perceived that he approached near the Fire, and going a little farther, he eſpied our RR 


Fountain, whereat he greatly rejoiced; and ſo he took his Shield and bore therein as much W 
he could, and caſt it into the Fire: In Concluſion, he laboured fo long, that the Fire was quench'd; 7 
Then began the Skies to receive their perfe& Lightneſs, and the Sun to ſhine molt clearly abouthin, 
where he plainly perceived how there ſtood upon the Stairs. many great Images of Braſs, holding, i 
their Hands mighty Maces of Steel, the which had cauſed him much Trouble at his coming downy” 
but then their Power was ended, the Fire quenched, and the Enchantment finiſhed. 4 
Thus when St George through his invincible Fortitude had performed this dangerous Adventure, 

he grew weary of Travel, what with ſweating and the Blows he received from the brazen Images, 
that he returned again to the Wicket, whereat the reformed Giant ſtill remained; who when he be- I 
held the Champion returned both ſafe and ſound, he fell upon his Knees before him ne 4 = 
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proteſt by the burning Banks of Acheron, never to follow any other Knight but you ; and thereupon 1 kiſs 
your golden Spur, which is the noble Badge of Knighthoed. þ 
This humble Submiſſion of the Giant, cauſed the Champion to rejoice, not for his Overthrow, 


-weary Encounter, where after he had ſufficiently reſted himfelf, he took his Journey, in Company 
of the Giant, to the Amazonian Queen, where he left his Lady in Company of her Ladies; who 
like a kind Wife, during all the Time of her Huſband's Abſence, continually prayed to the immortal 
Powers of Heaven for his fortunate Succeſs, and happy Return ; otherwiſe reſolving herſelf, if the 
lowring Deſtinies ſhould croſs his Intent, and unluckily end his Days before the Adventure was ac- 
compliſhed, then to ſpend the Remnant of her Days among thoſe happy Virgins : But on a ſudden 
before the Queen and her Virgins were aware, St. George arrived before the Pavillion, dutifully at- 


knew that his Proweſs had redeemed her Country from Darkneſs, and delivered her from Sorrow, 
Care and Trouble: So in Company of her Maids, moſt gorgeouſly attired, ſhe conducted the Cham- 
pion to a Bower of Roſes, intermingled with creeping Vines, the which in his Abſence they bad 
plante d for his Lady's Delight; there he found Sabra at her divine Prayers, like to a ſolitary Widow, 
clad in meurning Habiliments ; but when ſhe beheld her Lord's Return in Safety, ſhe baniſhed Grief, 
and in all Haſte ran unto him, and in his Boſom raviſhed herſelf with Pleaſure. | 

But to ſpeak how the Amazonian Queen feaſted them, and in what manner ſhe and her Maids de- 


very ſumptuous Lodging, wherein mood a Bed framed with Ebon Wood, over-hung with many Pen- 
dants of Gold; the Tick was ſtuffed with the Down of Turtle Doves, the Sheets of Median Silk, 


Gold. The Queen beſtowed to St. George, at his going to Bed, an embroidered Shirt, cariouſly 
wrought with many rare Devices, as the Labours of Hercules, the Triumphs of Mars, and the Loves 
of many Potentates, wrought in ſuch curious manner, as tho' Art itſelf been the Contriver. 
* Sabra, on her going to Bed, was likewiſe preſented by the Queen's Maids with a light Kirtle of 
F N Violet, fomewhat bluſhing on a red Colour: Alſo, they put a Kerchief of Silk upon 


Höher fair Golden Hair lying about her Neck. Over/them was caſt a Mantle of green Silk, which 


= the which- being done, they all departed to their natural Reſts, 


pace. At laſt the Night withdrew her black Curtains, and gave the Morning leave to ap- 
= pear, whoſe pleaſant Light cabfed St. George to forſake his Bed, and to walk ſome few Miles to 
=_ Tu the Country; in which Journey he took ſuch exceeding Pleaſure, that he thought it the good- 
| eff Realm that ever he ſaw ; for he perceived well, that it was full of worldly Wealth. | 


At laſt he climb'd up to the Top of an high Mountain, being two Miles from the Queen's Pa- 
 villion, whercon he ſtood and beheld many ftately Towns and Towers, high and mighty Caſtles, 
many large Woods and Meadows, and many pleaſant Rivers; and about the Towns, fair Vines, 


goody Paſtures and Fields: At laſt he beheld the City of Argenia ſhining againſt the Sun, 91 | 


e where the Queen, in former Time, was wont to keep her Court; which City was anxiroh 
- with deep Ditches, the Walls ſtrongly built, and more than five Hundred Towers made of 1 — 
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Sir Knight, you are moſt welcome and happily returned, for you are the Flower of Chriſtendom; and 
the braveſt Champion in the World. Command my Service, Duty and Obedience; for whilft T live, 14 


but that he had gotten ſo mighty a Servant: Then unlaced he his Helmet, and lay down after his 


tended on by the Giant, who bore upon his Shoulder the Body of a tall Oak, by which the Queen 


viſed Paſtimes for their Content, were toc tedious to repeat; but when Night gave End to 
their Pleaſures, and Sleep ſummoned all Things to a quiet Silence, the Queen brought them to a- 


- - whereon lay a rich Quilt wrought with Cotton, covered with Damaſk, and ſtitched with Threads of 


cad, ſomewhat looſe and untied, ſo that under the ſame her Ivory Throat might be eaſily ſeen, | 


inde the Bed ſeem more beautiful than Flora's rich Ornaments. -- By them the Queen and her Virgins 

Sounding ſweet Muſick upon their filver-runed Lutes, till Pl had cloſed up their Eyes; 
dhe t all che Night the Giant never 
1 eeraillion, but ſlept as ſoundly at the Root of a Pine - tree as St. George did in his embroi-. 
rr be knew not what Pleaſures belonged thereunto, nor never before thatTime beheld any 
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and Stone: Alſo he ſaw many fair Churches, covered with Lead, having Tops and Spires of Gold- 
ſhining meſt gorgenuſly, with Weather-cocks of Silver glittering againſt the ie Alſo he ſaw the 
Burgeſſes Houſes ſtand like Palaces, cloſed with ſtrong Walls, barred: with Chains of Iron from 
Houſe to Houſe ; whereat in his Heart he praiſed much the Nobleneſs and Richneſs of the City, 
and ſaid to himſelf, that it might well be call'd 4rgenia ; for it ſeemed to be of Argent, that is as 
much as to fay, of Silver. 

During the Time of the Champion's delightful Walk, which continued from the Break of Day, 
to the cloſing of the Evening, happen'd a woful Tragedy near unto the Queen's Pavillion, committed 
by the monſtrous Giant, whom St. George brought from the enchanted Lower; for the ſame Morn- 
ing, when the Sun had mounted ſome few Degrees unto the Firmament, ſeven of the Queen's Vir- 
gins, in Sabra's Company, walked into a pleaſant Thicket of Trees adjoining to her Pavillion, not 
only to take the Pleaſure of the Morning Air, but to hear the chirping Melody of Birds, in which 
1 hicket or Grove, under a Pine-tree, this Giant lodg'd the paſt Night: tut no ſooner came theſe 
beautiful Ladies under the Branches of the Trees, but the Giant caft his Eyes upon them, whoſe 
rare Perfection ſo fired the Heart of the luſtful Giant, that he muſt either quench his Deſires with 
the Spoil of their Virginities, or end his Days in ſome monſtrous manner; therefore he ſtarts up 
from the Place where he lay, and with a wrathful Countenance ran among the Ladies, and catching 
them all Eight, at once berwixt his Arms, he bore them to the further Side of the Grove, where he 
raviſhed ſeven of the Queen's Maidens, and after devoured them alive into his loathſome Bowels. Sa- 
bra being the Eighth of the woful Number, which in her Sight ſhe beheld Butcher'd by that bloody 
Wolf; but during the Time of their Raviſhment, ſhe made her Supplication to the Gods, that - 
would in Mercy defend her Chaſtity from the Iufiful Rape of ſo wicked a Monfler : And immedi 
upon thoſe Words, ſhe ſaw an ugly Toad come crawling before her, thro' which, by Policy, ſhe 
ſaved her Life, and erved her Honour; for ſhe took the Toad betwixt her Hands, and cruſh'd d 
the Venom from her impoiſon' d Bowels, wherewith ſhe beſprinkled all her Face, ſo that preſen 
her fair Beauty was turned into loathſome Bliſters; for ſhe ſeemed more like a Creature def | 
with Leprofie, than a Lady of excellent Features. At length ſhe being the laſt of «all, ber Time 
came that ſhe ſhould be deflour'd, and the luſtful Giant came to fetch her; but when he 2 her 

to Our 


5 — to ſo noble a Knight, who not only granted him Liberty 
i Serv 


weary Step, i r 
drew on, which cauſed her thus to complain, N 
O e — you celeſtial Planets, being the true Guides of 


age 
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maintain d my Chaſtity. tn Remenbr 
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beloved Lord to find, that be may know for his Sake ] beve indured a World of Woe. At which Speeches 


ſhe took her Chain, which was doubled twenty Times about her Neck, and left it lying all beimear' d 
in the Blood of thoſe Virgins, whom the Giant had raviſh'd and flain, and ſo betook herſelf to a 
ſad and ſolitary Life, intending never to come within digit of Man, but to ſpend her Days wander- 
ing the Woods, where we will likewiſe leave her for a 1 ime, and ſpeak of dt. George, who by this 
Time was returned to «the Queen's Pavillion, where he mits'd his Lady; but having Intelligence, 
how that ſhe, in Company of ſeven other Ladies, walked in the Morning into a pleaſant Grove to 
hear the Melody of Birds, and ſince that Time no News hath been heard of them; for as then it 
grew towards Night, which cauſed St. George greatly to miſtruſt that ſome Miſchance had befallen his 
Lady. Then he demanded what was become of the Giant, but Anſwer was made, that he was 
not ſeen nor heard of ſince Morning; which cauſed him greatly to ſuſpect the Giant's Treachery, 
and how by his Means the Ladies were prevented of their purpoſed Pleaſures, N 

Therefore in all Haſte, like a frantick Man, he ran into the Thicket, filling every Corner with 
Clamours and reſounding Ecchees of her Name, and calling for Sahra, thro' every Brambtle-buſh : 
But there he could neither hear the Voice of Sabra, nor the Anſwer of any other Lady, but the 


wotul Ecchoes of his Exclamations, which rattled thro' the Leaves of the Trees. Then he be- 


gan to wax ſomewhat melancholy and paſſionate, paſling the Time away till bright Cynthia mounted 
on the Hemiſphere, by whoſe glittering Beams he ſaw the Ground beſprinkled with purple Gore, 
and found the Chain that Sabra was wont to wear about her Neck, all beſmear'd in Blood: Then 


he bitterly complained againſt his own Fortune, and his Lady's hapleſs Deſtiny ; for he ſuppoſed 


then, that the Giant had murdered her. 


O diſcontented Sight (ſaid he) here lies the Blood of my beleued Lady, the trueft Woman that ever K. night 
enjoyed : That Body which for Excellency deſerved a Monument of Gold, more rich than the Tomb of An- 
gelica, I fear lies buried in the Bowels of that mouſtrous Giant whoſe Life unhappily I granted. Here is the 


"Chain beſmear'd in Blood, which at our firſt Acquaintance I gave her in a courtly Maſk : This golden Chain, 


1 ſay, ſtained in the Blood of my dear Lady, Mall for evermore be kept within my Boſom, near unto my bleed- 
ing Heart, that I may ſlill remember her true' Love, Faith and Conftancy. But fond tool that I am, why 


4 1 talk in wain, it will nat recampence her murdered Soul, the which methinks I hear how it calls for 
© Revenge in every Corner of the Grove, It was I that left her carelefly within the Power of the Giant, 


eubon I fittle miftraſted ; therefore 1 will meet her in Elifiura Shades and crave Remi ſfion for my committed 


' Frefſpaſe, for on this Oak will I abridge my Life, as did the worthy Knight Meremropolion, for the Lowe 
F Sabra: Which Lamentation being no ſooner ended, but he took the Chain of Gold, and faſtened 
one End to the Arm of a great Oal:, and the other End to his Neck, intending preſently to ſtrangle 
himſelf; but Heaven prevented his deſperate Intent after a ſtrange Manner; for under the ſame Tree 
the brained Giant lay, not yet fully dead, who in this Manner ſpoke to St. George, - 1 2 3 87 
O lay thy Hand, moſt noble and invincible Knight, the World's Wonder for admirable Chivalry, and let 


my dying Soul cundert thee from ſo wicked a Deed; ſeven Virgins in this Thicket have I raviſh'd, and buried 


all ther Bodies in my accurſed Borwels,but before 1 could deflour the Eighth, in a firange manner her bright 
Beauty was changed into a leathſome Leproſy, whereby I deteſted her Sight, and left ber Chaſtity undefiled, 


but by her ſad Complaints. I ſince have underſſond how that the is- your and Love, and to this Hour h 


- * bath her Kefidente within the Circuit of this Thicket: And thereupon with a doleful Groan, which 
ſeemed to ſhake the Ground, he bad adieu to the World. St. George, being glad to hear ſuch Tidings, 
:reverted from his deſperate Intent, and ſearched up and down the Grove, till he found Sabra, where 
mie ſat fighing under the Branches of a Mulberry-Tree, betwixt whom was a ſad and heavy Greeting. 


And as they walked back to the Queen's Pavillion, ſhe revealed to him the Truth: of this bloody 


Adventure, where ſhe remained till the #zazonian Queen had cured her Leproſy by her ſecret Skill: 
Of whom aſter they had taken Leave, and given her Thanks for her kind Courteſies, St. Geonge 


with his Lady took their Journey towards Perſia, where the Chriſtian Armies lay encampt, at whole 
Arrival you ſhall hea of ſtrange and wonderful Things, the like was never done in any Age. 75 
| | | O CH . 
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CHAP. XVII. 


How St. and bis Lady bf themſehves in a Wilderneſs, wvbere foe vas delivered of three goodly Boys, 


The Fairy Juen Prophecy upon the Childrens Fortunes. Of St. — Return into Bohemia, 
. ubere he chrifliened bis Children, and of finding hi: Father's Grave, over which he built a ftately Tomb. 
Aint Gage having atchieved the Adventure of the enchanted Tower, and Sabra the Fury of the 
luſtful Giant, they took their Journey towards Perfia, where the Chriſtian Champions lay en- 
campt before the Soldan's great City of Be/gor, a Place moſt ſtrongly fortified with vp rits and other 
ghaſtly Illuſions, by the Enchantment of O/mend, whom you h before in the laſt Chapter to be 
the rareſt Necromancer in the World. But as the Exg/iþ Champion, with his Lady, travelled thither- 
ward, they happened into a Deſart and mighty Wilderneſs, overgrown with lofty Pines, Cedar Trees 
and mighty Oaks, the ſpreading Branches whereof ſeemed to withold the Light of Heaven, ſrom their 
untrodden Paſſages and Tops for exceeding Height to reach into the Elements ; the Inhabitants were 
Sylvans, Satyrs, Fairies, and other woody Nymphs, which by Day ſported up and down the Foreſt, 
and by _ attended the Pleaſures of Preſerpine the Fairy Queen. The Muſick of filver-ſounding 
Birds, ſo cheerfully reſounding through the Woods, and the whiſtling Wind made ſuch Melody a- 
mongſt the Leaves of the Trees, that it raviſhed their Senſes, like the Harmony of Angels, and. 
made them think they had enter d the Shades of gladſome £/yfum : One while they wonder'd at the 
Beauty of the Woods, which Nature adorned with a Summer's Livery ; another while at the 
and fragrant Graſs, drawn out in round Circles by Fairies Dances, ſo long till they had loſt n 
amongſt the unknown Paſſages, not knowing how, nor by what means to recover the perfect Path of 
their Journey, but were conſtrained to wander in the Wilderneſs, like ſolitary Pilgrims, ſpending the 
Day with weary Steps, and the Night with vain Imaginations, even as the Child when he hath loſt 
himſelf in a populous City, runneth up and down, not knowing how to return to his native Dwelling : 
Even ſo it happened to theſe two diſconſolate Travellers; for when they had wandred many Days one 
Way, and Alg no End of their Toils, they retir'd backwards to the Place of their firſt ſetting 
forth ; where they were wont to hear the Noiſe of People reſound in country Villages, and to meet 
Travellers paſſing from Place to Place; but now they heard nothing but the bluſtering of Winds 
ratling in the Wood, making the Brambles to whiſtle and the Trees to groan, and now and then to 
meet a ſpeckled Beaſt like to the Rain-bow, weltring from his Den to ſeek his natural Suſtenance: In 
their Travel by Night they were wont to hear the crowing of the Cock, recording glad Tydings of 
the cheerful Day's Approach, the neighing of Horſes in paſture Fields, and the barking of W. in 
Farmers Houſes : But now they were affrighted with the roaring of Lions, yellowing of Wolves, 
= _— oe Toads in Roots of rotten Trees, and the rueful Sound of Progne's Raviſhment, record- 
y the Nightingale. | 5 f 
In this ſolitary Manner wearied the rowling Time away, till thrice three Times the Silver Moon 
had returned her borrowed Light, by which Time the Burthen of Sabra's Womb began to grow 
aqua. and the Fruit of her Body ready to wax ripe; the Hour of her Delivery drew on, wherein 
required Lucinas's Help, to make St. George the Father of a Princely Son: Time called for Mid- 
wives to bring her Babe into the World, rad to make her a happy Mother; but before the painful | 
Hour of her Delivery approach'd, St. George had provided her a Bower of Vine Branches, which he 
erected between two pleaſant Hills, where inftead of a princely Cabinet hung with Arras and rich ©. © 
Tapeſtry, ſhe was conſtrain'd to ſuffice herſelf with-a ſimple Lodging covered with Roſes and IT 
fragrant Flowers: Her Bed he made of green Moſs and Thiſtle-down, beſet curiouſly with O 
branches, and the Sprigs of an Orange-Tree, which made it ſeem more beautiful than Flera's Pavilion: © *+;7-. 
or Diana's Manſion : ; 4p laſt when ſhe felt the Pain of her Womb grow intollerable, and the Seed © + * 
ready to be reaped, and how ſhe was in a Wilderneſs void of Women's Company, that ſhould ba 


ready to aſſiſt her in ſo ſecret a Matter, ſhe caſt herſelf down upon her moſſie Bed, and with a bum 


ing en nes the Aeneon her Mind in this Manger 1 8. Gr. "i 
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My moſ dear and loving Lord (quoth ſhe) my true and only Champion at all Times and Seaſons except 
at this Hour ; for it is the painful Hour of my — therefore depart from out of the Hearing of 
my Cries, and commit my Fortune to the Pleaſure of the Heawvens : For it is not convenient for any Man 
Foe to behold the Secrets of a Woman in ſuch a Caſe : Stay not, T ſay dear Lord, 1Yee the Infants ntw 
ſprawling in my Womb, to be delivered from the Bed of his Creation; forſake my Preſence for a Time; 
and let me, like the noble Queen of France, obtain the Favour of ſome Fairy to be my Midwife, that my 
Babe may be as happily born in this Wilderneſs, as were her valiant Sons Valentine and Orſon, the one 


of them was cheriſo'd by a King, and the other by a Rear, yet both of them grew famous in their Deeds : 


My Pain is great, dear Lead, therefore depart my Cabinet, and before Phœbus /od;etb in the Weſt, I ſhall 
either be a happy Mother, or a lifeleſs Body; thou a joyful Father, or a ſorrowful Widower, At which 
Words St. George ſealed the Agreement with a Kiſs, and departed Silently without any Reply; 
but with a thouſand Sighs, he bad her adieu, and ſo took his Way to the Top of a Mourtzin, 
being in Diſtance from his Lady's Abiding a Quarter of a Mile, there he kneeled during the 
Time of ber Travail, with his bare Knees upon the Boſom of the Earth, never ceaſing to pray, but 
continually ſolliciting the Majeſty of God to grant his Lady a ſpeedy and eaſy Delivery: At whoſe 
divine Orifons the — ſeemed to relent, and all the Time of her Pain covered the Place with a 
Vale of Darkneſs, by great Flights of Birds, with Troops of untamed Beaſts that came flocking a- 
bout the Mountain where he kneeled, and in their Kinds aſſiſted his celeſtial Contemplations; * 
I will leave him for a Time, and ſpeak of what happened to Sabra in the Middle of her Pain, and 
Extremity of Travail: For after St. Georges Departure, the Fury of her Grief ſo raged in her Womb, 
that it exceeded the Bounds of Reaſon, whereby her Heart was conſtrained to breath ſo many 
ſcorching Sighs, that they ſeemed to blaſt the Leaves of Trees, and to wither the Flowers which beau- 
tified her Cabinet: Her burthened Torments cauſed her ſlar-bright Eyes, like Fountains to diftil 
town filver Drops, and all the reſt of her Body to tremble like a Caftle in a terrible Earth-quake, 
ſo grievous were her Pains, and doleful were her Cries, that ſhe cauſed mercileſs Tygers to relent, 
and untamed Lions, with other wild Beafts, like filly Lambs to fit and bleat : .Her grievous Cries 
and bitter Moans cauſed the Heavens, as it were to bleed their Vapours down, and the Earth to 
weep a Spring of Tears : Both Herbs and Trees ſeemed to drop, and ftony Rocks to ſweat, 'when 
ſhe complained. Stn . 5 7 
10 At laf her direful Cries pierced down to the lowermioſt Vaults of direful Dis, where Proſerpint 
fits crowned amongſt her Fairies; and fo prevailed, that in all Haſte ſhe aſcended from her Region 
to work this Lady's ſafe Delivery, and to make her Mother of three goodly Boys, who no ſooner 
arrived in 'Sabra's Lodging, but ſhe performed the Duty of a Midwife, eaſed the Burthen of her 
Womb, and ſafely brought her Babes into the World: At whoſe firſt Sight the Heavens begait to 
ſmile, and the Earth to rejoice, as a Sign and Token that in Time to come, they would prove 
three of the nobleſt Knights in the World. : ENS 
This courteous Deed of Pro/erpine was no ſooner performed, but ſhe laid the three Boys in three 
moſt rich and ſumptuous Cradles, the which ſhe cauſed the Fairies to fetch inviſibly from three of 
the richeſt Kings in the World, and therewithal Mantles of Silk, with other Things thereunto be- 
longing : Likewiſe ſhe cauſed a mighty-winged Satyr to fetch them from the fartheſ Borders of I- 
dia, the Covering of Damaſk Taftaty, embroider'd with Gold, the richeſt Ornament that ever Eye 
beheld ; for thereon was wrought and lively portrayed, by the curious Skill of the Indian Weavers, 
how God created Heaven and Earth, the wandring Courſes both of Sun and Moon; and likewiſe 
how the golden Planets daily do predominate : Alſo there was no Story in any Age remember'd 
fince the Beginning of the World, but was thereon moſt perfectly wrought ; ſo excellent it was; that 
Art herſelf could never deviſe a cunninger. With this rich and ſumptuous Ornament ſhe covered 
the Lady's Child-bed, whereby it ſcemetd to ſurpaſs in Rarity, the gorgeous Bed of Faro the brave 
ueen, when firſt ſhe entertained imperious Fowe. Aſter this, Proſerpine laid under every Child': 


Pillow a Silver Tablet; whbereon was written in Letters of Gold their good and happy Fortunes. 
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the God of War. | | | pe AH At 
| A Soldier bold, a Man of wondrous Might, 
. A King likewiſe this Royal Babe all die; 
Three golden Diadems in bloody Fight, 
By this brave Prince hall alſo conquered be : 


The Towers of fair Jeruſalem and Rome, 
Shall yield to him in 1 ime to come. 


Under the Pillow of the ſecond Babe, was charactered theſe Verſes following; who lay in his Cradle 
ſmiling like Cupid, uporr the Lap of Dido, whom Venus transform'd to the Likeneſs of 4/canine. 
iling 


_ This Child ſhall likewiſe live to be a King. 
Times Wonder for Device ard courtly Sport ; 
His Tilts and Tournaments abroad hall ring, 
Tuo every Craft where noble Knights reſort : 
Qꝛeens ſhall attend and humble at his Feet, 
Thus Love and Beauty ſhall together meet, 


Laſtly under the Pillow of the third, was theſe Verſes likewiſe charaRtered, who bluſhed in his Cradle 
like Pallas, when ſhe ſtrove for the Golden Apple with Venus and the Queen of Heaven. | 


The Muſes Darling, Fortune, Sapience, f 
I Princes Courts this Babe ſhall ſpend bis Days ; 
Kings hail admire his learned Eloguence, 
And write in brazen Books his endleſs Praiſe, 
| | By Palas's Gift he hall atchieve a Crown, 
; Advance his Fame and lift him to Renown. | 


Thus when the Fairy Queen had ended her Prophecy upon the Children, and had left golden 
Fortunes lying in their Cradles, ſhe vaniſhed away, leaving the Lady rejoicing at her ſafe Delivery i! 
and wonderivg at the Gifts of Praſerpine, which ſhe conjeftured to be but Shadows to dazzle ner 
| Eyes, and Things of fading Subſtance : But when ſhe had laid her Hands upon the 1 18 
of Damaſk Taffaty, which covered her moſſy Bed, and felt that it was. the ſelf-ſame Form that Ro 
ſeemed, ſhe caſt her Eyes up to the Majeſty of Heaven, and not only gave Thanks to immortal 
| 


| 


* 


Jove for her rich received Benefits, but for his merciful Kindneſs in making her the happy Mather . Ji 

of three ſuch goodly Children. | BY” i 

But we Will now return to the noble Champion St. George, whom we left praying upon the Moun- 

tain-Top, and as you heard before, the Skies were overſpread with fable Clouds, as though they hac 

ö been mourning Witneſſes of his Lady's Torment: But 3 Sun had dived into wat 

| Thetis's Lap, the Elements began to clear, and to withdraw her former Mantles, by which he ſup - 

pou that Heaven had pitied his Lady's Pains, ard granted her à ſafe Delivery: Therefore in al! 

| aſte he returned back to the filvan Cabinet; the which he found moſt ſtrangely deckt with ＋ . 1 
| ous Habiliments ; his Lady lying in her Child-bed, as glorious as if ſhe had been the greateſt Em- 

preſs in the World, and three princely Boys ſweetly ſleeeping in their ſeveral Cradles: At whoſe firſt . 
| Sight his Heart was ſo ravifh'd with Joy, that for a Time it withheld the Paſſage of his Tongue: 

| But at laſt when he found the Silver Tablets lying under the Pillows, and read the happy Fortunes 
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of his Children, he ran unto his Lady embracing her lovingly, and kindly demanded the true Dif. 
courſe of this Accident, and by whoſe Means the Bower was peatified ſo gorgeduſſy, and the Pro; 
pounder of his Children Propheſie: Who with a Countenancg hluſhing like the Purple Morning, re- 
plied in this Manner. | 2 £6. "1 
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os The Famous HISTORY of the © 
+ My muff denr and nwell beloved Lord, the Pains I hawe endured to make you the happy Father of three 
Izvely Boys, hath been more e than the Stroak of Death, but yet mn Delivery more joyful than the 
Phaſure: of this World: The Winds carried my G. oans to every Cornev of this Wilderneſs, whereby both 
Trees ard Herbs offified my Complaints ; Beaſts Birds and feathered Fouls, with every ſenſeleſs Thing, 
that Nature frame i on this Barth, ſeemed to pity my Moans : Put in the Midft of myTorments, when my 
Soul was ready to for/ake this au Idly Habitation, there e to me a Queen crowned with a golden + | 
Diadem, in State and geflure like imperious Juno, and in Beauty to Diana: Her Garments for Fineneſi- y 
Lied to ſtain the Rainbow in her brighteſt Hue, and for her Diverſity of Colours, to ſurpaſs the Flows 
= ers of the Field: On her attended many beautiful Nymphs, ſome clad in Garments the Colour of the 


2e. 


2 


POS wining” 2 8 


* 


| ehriflal Ocean, ſome in Attire as gallant as the pleaſant Roſe, and ſome more glorious than the azur'd 4 
_  Firmaments: Her Wiſdom might compare auitb Apollo's, ber Judgment with Pallas, and her Skill with 
A Lucina's : For no ſooner enter'd ſhe my Preſence, but my Pain ceaſed, and my Womb delivered up ber 
| | , grievous Burthen: My Babes being brought to Light by Virtue of her Skill, Se prepared theſe rich and 
= fumptuons Cradles, the which avere brought inviſible to my Cabinet: Likewiſe theſe Mantles, and this 
embroidered Cove: let, ſhe frankly beſtowed upon me, and ſo immediately vaniſhed away. 

At which Words St. George gave her ſo many kind Embraces, and kiſſed her as loving as it had 
been the firſt Day of their Nuptials. At laſt her Hunger encreaſed, and her Deſire thirſted ſo much 
after Food, that except ſhe received ſome comfortable Suſtenance, her Life waz in Danger : This 
extream: Defire of Sabra, cauſed St. George to buckle on his Armour, and to unſheath his wo 
Sword ready to gore the Entrails of ſome Deer; who ſwore by the Honour of true Knighthood, 
never to reſt in Peace, till he had purchaſed her Heart's Content. My Zowe (quoth he) 7 will ad- 
venture for thy Sake more Dangers than Jaſon did for Medea's Love; Pl] ſearch the thickefl Groves, 
and chaſe the nimble Doe to Death ; the flying Foro I'll follow up and down from Tree to Tree, till 
ver aucaried they fall down and dis; for Love of thee and of theſe my tender Babes, whom 1 eflcem more 
dear than the Conqueſt of rich Babylon. I will adventure more Dangers than dia Hercules for the Love 
o Dejanira, and more Extreams than Turnus did in bis bloody Battle : And thereupon, with his 

alchion ready charged, he traced the Woods, leaving no thorny Brake nor moſſy Cave unſearched, 
till he had a Herd of fallow Deer; from which Number he ſingled out the fatteſt to make bis La- 
dy a bountiful Banquet: But in the Time of his Abſence, there happened to Sabre a ſtrange and 
wonderful Accident; for there came weltring into the Cabinet three moſt wild and monſtrous Beaſts, 

7 Lo, 2 Tygreis and a ſhe-Wolf, which took the Babes out of their Cradles and bore them 
| 4 to their. cret Dens. 5 5 ; , p 
„At which Sight Sabra, like one bereav'd of Senſe, Rarted from her Bed, and to her weak Power 
-:.\ofered to follow the Beaſts, but all in vain ; for before ſhe could get without her Cabinet, they were 
{paſt her Sight, and the Childrens Cry without her Hearing: Then like a diſcontented Woman, ſhe 
ned her back, beating her Breaſts, rending her Hair, and raged up and down her Cabinet, 

all the Rigour ſhe could deviſe againſt herſelf ; and had not St. George returned ſoon, ſhe 
ad moſt violently committed her own Slaughter: But at his Return, when he beheld her Face ſtained 
with Tears, her Head diſrob'd of Ornaments, and ber Ivory Breaſts all rent, he caſt down his Ve- 
_ Hiſon in all Haſte, and aſked the Cauſe, of her Swyneſs. 

O (ſaid the) this is the wofulleft Day that ever Ive ſeen ; for in the Time of your unhappy Hunting, a 

Lioneſi, a Tygreſi and a Wolf came into the Cabinet, and took my Children from their Cradles: What is 

become of them 1 know not, but I greatly fear by this time they are intombed within their hungry Bowels. 

O eruel Monuments (quoth he) for fuck feoeet Babes! Well Sabra, if the Monſters have bereaved me of 
F 
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my Children, this bloody Sword # ed into the Entrails of the fallow Deer, Gall rive my woful Heart preſ 
in twain. Accurſed be this fatal Day, the Planets that predominate, and Sun that ſpines thereon : Hea- at w 
wen blot it from the Tear, and let it never more be numbred, but accounted for a diſmal Day throughout. of ( 
the World: Let all the Trees be Blaſted in theſe accurſed Woods, Let the Herbs and Graſs conſume a“ꝗA⏑ç. ha! 
and die, and all things periſb in this Wilderneſt. But why breath 1 out theſe Curſes in vain, when me- Vil 
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come, either to redeem you from Tygers wrathful Jaws, or make my Grave within their hungry Bowels. 


Then took he up his Sword all beſmear'd in Blood, and like a Man bereav'd of Wit and Senſe, , 


ranging up and down the Wilderneſs, ſearching every Corner for his Children; but his Lady remain d 
ſtill in her Cabinet lamenting their Loſs, and waſhing their Cradles with her pearled Tears, that ran 
down her ſtained Cheeks like filver Drops. 
Many Ways wander'd St. George, ſometimes in Valleys where Wolves and Tygers lurk, ſometimes 
» in Mountain tops, where Lions Whelps do ſport and Play, and many Times in diſmal Thickets, 
where Snakes and Serpents live. 
Thus wander'd St. George up and down the Wilderneſs for the Space of two Days, hearing no 
News of his unchriſten'd Children. At laſt he approached the Sight of a pleaſant River, which 
ſmoothly glided down betwixt two Mountains, into whoſe Streams Fe purpoſed to caſt himſelf ; and 
ſo by a deſperate Death to make an End of his Sorrow: But as he was committing his Body to the 


as he thought, of a comfortleſs Babe; which ſudden Noiſe cauſed him to refrain from his deſperate 
Purpoſe, and with more diſcretion to tender his on Safety: Then caſting his Eyes aſide, it was his 


| 

| happy Deſtiny to ſpy three inhuman Beaſts lying at the Foot of a Hill, 1 themſelves again 

| the warm Sun, and his three pretty Babes ſucking from their Duggs their moſt unkind Milk; Which 

ö Spectacle ſo encouraged the Champion, that without further Adviſement, with his ſingle Sword, he 

ö aſſailed at one Time the three Monſters; but fo furiouſly they purſued him, that he little prevail'd ; 
and being almoſt breathleſs, was forced to get into an Orange- tree, elſe he had been bury d in their 
mercileſs Bowels. But when the wild Beaſts perceiv'd him above their Reach, and that by no means 
they could come near him, with their wrathful Jaws they ſo rent and tore the Root, that if by Policy © 


Oranges, and fo overladen, that the Branches ſeemed to bend, and the Boughs to break: Of which 
Fruit he caſt Abundance down to the Beaſts, inſomuch that they reſtrained their Fury, and fed ſo faſt * -* 
thereon, that in a ſhort time they grew Drunk, and quite overcome with a dead and heavy Sleep: This: 


he had not prevented them, the Tree had been pull'd in Pieces, for at that Time it was full of ripe 
| 


| good and happy Fortune caus'd St. George nimbly to leap off the Tree, and with his keen edged Sword: 
: to cut off their Heads from their Bodies; the which being done, he went to his Children, lying com- 


Cz/ar, or the Royalty of Alexander: there 
in his Arms, and ſpoke theſe Words following. 
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approached the Cabinet where he left his Lady mournjn 
turn, he found her without Senſe or Motion, being oe able to give him a joyful Welcome, whereat hs; 
, fell into this great Paſſion of Grief, * 3 3 


ö © Fortune, Fortune, (ſaid he) how many Grigſi beapeth thau upon my Head ! Wilt thou needs enjeyn ; K 
me to an endleſs Sorrow ? See Sabra, ſee, I hawe redeemed our Sons, and freed them from the Tygers' © © 


, * 
a 


p Bloody. Tauts, whoſe.wwrathful Countenance tid threaten Death. Which comfortable Speech cauſed her 
, preſently to revive, and take the filly Infants in her Arms, laying them ſweetly upon her Ivory Boſom, 

. at which they ſeemed to ſmile as Pleaſant as ** in the Lap of Dido, when A#neas ſported in the court 
N of Cartbage. The Kind Embraces, loving Speeches, and joyful Conferences that paſt bet 
7 COR and his Lady, are now too long to be diſcourſed ; but to be ſhort, they * e! 2 
q Vilderneſs without further Diſturbance, e wild Beaſts or other Creatures, tilt Sabra had e 1: 
; 
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Mercy of the Waters, and his Soul to the Pleaſure of the Heavens, he heard afar off the rueful Shriek 


| fortleſs on the moſſie Bank, Who ſo pleaſantly ſmiled in his Face that they made him greatly rejoyces 1+ 
p and to receive-as great. Pleaſure in their . as tho he had been honoured with the Conqueſt ß 
re after he had given them his Bleſſing, he took them ups. * 
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thinks I hear my Children in untamed Lions Deus, crying for Help and Succour ? 1 come, foveet Babes, 1, 


Come, come, my. pretty Babes, your ſafe Deliverance from theſe inhuman Monſters will add long Laut Fry 1 
Jour Mother, and hath preſerved your Father from a deſperate Death ; from hencgforth let Heaven be your: e 
Guide, and fend you as happy Fortunes as Rhemus and Romulus, the firft Founders of imperious Reme, æubic, 

in their Infancies were nurſed with the Milk of a ravenous Wolf : And as profpeerous in your Adventures - -. 

as was that Perfian Potentate which fed on the Milk of a Bitch. At the End of which Speeches, be: +3 
g for the Loſs'of her Children; but at his re<* 


* 


Den Sun and Moon, and how the Heavens have their uſual Courſes, with many other Things 
* both in Gold and Silver, which for this Time I omit, becauſe I am obli 


How St, George with bis Lady arrived in E, 
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86 de Famous HISTORY of th 
vered her Child-bed Sickneſs, and then being conducted by a happy Star, they returned back the rea- 
dy Way to Chrifend:m ; where after fome few Days Travel, they arrived at the Bohemian Court where 
the King of that Country, with two other bordering Princes, - moſt Royally chriſtened his Children; 


The firit they named Guy, the ſecond Alexander, and the third David; the which being performed, 
and the triumphs ended, which in a ſumptuous Manner continued, for the Space of one Month; then 


* 


the Bohemian King, for the ** Love he bore to St. George, provided moſt honourably for his Chil- | 


dren's bringing up. 

Firſt he 2 three ſeveral Ambaſſadors, with all things neeeſſary for ſo princely a Charge, to 
conduct the hree Infants to three ſeveral Countries. The firſt and Eldeſt, whoſe Fortune was to be a 
Soldier, he ſent to the Imperial City of Rome (being then the Wonder of the World for martial 
Difcipline; there by the Emperor to be trained up. The ſecond, whoſe Fortune was to be a courtly 
Prince, he ſent to the rich and plentiful Country of England, being the Pride of Chriſtendom for all de- 
lightful Pleaſures. The third and laſt, whoſe Fortune was to be a Scholar, he ſent into Germany, un- 


to the Univerſity of irtemberge, being thought at that Time to be the Excellenteſt Place of Learning 


that remained throughout the whole World. 

Thus were St. George's Children provided for by the Bohemian King; for when the Ambaſſadors 
were in Readineſs, the Ships for their Paſlage furniſhed, and 1 appointed, St. George in 
Company of his Lady, the King of Bohemia with his Queen, and Train of Lords, Gentlemen and 
Ladies, conducted them on Ship-board, where the Wind ſerved them proſperouſly, that in a ſhort 
time they bad adieu to the ſhore, and failed away cheerfully. But as St. George returned back to the 
Bohemian Court, it was his Chance to come by an old Monaſtery, under whoſe Walls in former Time 
his Father was buried, the which he knew by certain Verſes carved in ſtone over his Grave by the Com- 
mons of the. Country, (as you read before in the Begining of this Hiſtory.) Over the ſame he requeſt- 
ed of the King, that he might erect a ſtately Monument, that the Remembrance of his Name might 
live for ever, and not be buried in the Grave of Obſcurity. To which reaſonable Demand, the King 
moſt willingly conſented, and preſently gave ſpecial Command that the ſkilfulleſt Architectures, that 
remained within his Dominions, ſhould forthwith be ſent for, and wichal gave a Tun of Gold out of 
his own Treaſury, towards the Performance thereof. The ſudden Report of this Memorable Deed being 
ſpread abroad, cauſed Workmen to come from every Place, of their own Accord, with ſuch Willingneſs 
that they in a ſhort time finiſhed it: The Foundation of the Tomb was of the pureſt Marble, whereon 


| by Was engraven the Frame of the Earth, and how the watry Ocean was divided with Wodds, Groves, 
HFills and Deals, fo lively Portrayed, that it was a Wonder to behold ; the Pro 


and Pinacles of 


Alabaſter beſet with Knobs of Jaſper-ſtone; the Sides and Pillars of the cleareſt Jet; upon the Top 
ſtood four golden Lions, holding up as it were an Element, wherein was curiouſly contrived the gold- 
wrought 
to diſcourſe at ns. 
the Princely Proceedings of St. George, who after the Monument was finiſhed, with his Lady, 
moſt humbly took their Leave of the King, thanked him for his Love, Kindneſs and Courteſie, 
and ſo departed towards Egypt and Perſia, of whoſe Adventures you ſhall hear more in the Chap- 
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and of their Royal Enttrtainment in the City 6 
rand Cario : And-alfo how Sabra was crowned Nun of Egypt. 15 


1 M AN v ratz Accidents ard dangerous Adventures St. George with his Lady paſſed; | before 


they arrived within the Teftitories” of Egypc, which I want Memory to repeat, = to 
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deſcribe. But at laſt when Fortune ſmiled, which before had a long Time eroſſed their Intents with 
their inconſtant Chances, and had caſt them happily on the Egyprian Shore, being the Nurſe and Mo. 

ther of Szbra's firſt Creation; the twelve Peers unto whom St. George had left the Government of 


the Land and Keeping of his Crown, as you heard before diſcourſed, now met him and his Lady at | 


ter, Crown and Government: And after in company of many princely Eſtates, both Dukes, EA, 
Lords, Knights and Royal Gentlemen, they attended them to the City of Grand Cairo, being th hn 
under the Subjection of the Egyptian Monarchy, and the greateſt City in the World; for it was in 
Breath full threeſcore Miles, and had by juſt Account, within the Walls twelve thouſand Churches, 
beſides Abbies, Priories and Houfes of Religion; But when St. George, with his ſtately Anal 
enter'd the Gates, they were preſently entertained with ſuch a joyful Sound of Bells. Trumpets'and 
Drums, that it ſcemed like the inſpiring Muſick of Heavenly Angels, and to exceed the Royalty of 
Cæſar in Rome, when he returned from the World's Conqueſt. The Streets were beautified with ftate- - 
ly Pageants, contrived by Artiſts of ingenious Capacity; the Pavement ſtrewed with all Manner of 
Odoriferous Flowers, and the Walls hung with Indian Coverlets and curious Tapeſtry, 

1'has paſſed they the Streets in great Solemnity wondering at the curioſity»of the Pageants, and 
liſtning to their learned Orations till they enter'd the Gates of the golden Palace; where in the firff 
entry of the Court was contrived over Head a golden Pendant Firmament, as it were ſappoited by ah 
hundred Angels; from whence'it ſeemed to rain Near'and 4mbrofia; Likewiſe there deſcended, as 


the Sea-fide, moſt richly mounted upon their coſtly trapped Steeds, and willingly ſurrendred their — 


it were from the Clouds Ceres the Goddeſs of Plenty, fitting upon a Throne of Gold, beautifſed 
with all Manner of ſpringing Things, as of Corn, Olives, Grapes, Herbs, Flowers and Trees; who: © 1 


at the coming by of St. George. and his Lady, preſented them with two Garlands of Wheat, bound 


up moſt curiouſly in Bands of Silver, to fignifie that they were happily returned to a Plentiful Coun- | 


try both of Wealth and Treaſure : But at Ceres's Aſcention up into the | irmament, there were 
moſt ſtrange and Pleaſant Fire-works ſhooting from Place to Place, as though the Fiery Planets had + 18 
deſcended from Heaven, and had generally conſented to make them delighiful Paſtime : But as T 
George with his Lady; crowned with Garlands of Wheat, paſſed through the ſecone cor, a 1 


held a Pageant moſt ſtrangely contrived, wherein ſtood Mars the angry God of War, invir 
a Camp of armed Soldiers, as if they were with their Weapons ready charged to aſſault ſo 

Hold or invincib'e City; their ſilver Trumpets ſeemed to ſound cheerfully, their wasdern 
couragiouſly;7- their filken Streamers to flouriſh valiantly, and themſelves to march 'triumphantlyy 


which ſeemed to give more Content to St. George, than all the delightful Pleaſure before rehearfed'< - 4 


For there was nothing in all the M orld that rejoyced his Heart more than to hear the pleafant Soamd--- 


of War, and to hear Soldiers brandiſh forth their ſteeled Weapons. After he* had ſufficiently bi” | 
lighted himfelf in theſe Martial Sports, and was ready to depart, the God of War deſcended his” I 


Throne, and preſented him with the richeſt Armour that ever Eye beheld and the brayeſt Sword 
that ever Knight handled ; for they had been kept within the City of Grand Cairo for the Spate& of 


five hundred Years, and held for the Richeſt Monuments in the Country: Alfo he preſented Sab#2 5 ü ] 1 


with a Mirror of ſuch ineſtimable Price, that it was valued at a King's Ranſorn ; for it was made by 


Magick Axt, the Virtues and Qualities thereof were fo precious, that it is almoſt incredible to 3 ; a if 


for therein ge might behold the ſecret Myſteries of all the liberal Sciences, and by Art diſtourſe of  * 
what-was rectiſ in other Princes Courts; if any Hill or Mountain, within a thouſand Mites of the - 
Place wherggt- remained, was enriched with a Mine of Gold, it would deſcribe the Place and CoanZ - 
try, and ho deep it lay cloſed in the Exrth 5 by it one might truly calculate upon the Bir of "Chit 
dren, Succeſſon of Princes, and Continuance of Common-wealths. with many other M nd Vir- 


wes, which r this Time I omit. Then in great State paſſed St. George to the thirf Tut, hien — 


was richly beautified with all gallant Sights, as the other two; for there was moſtively;pentay N che 
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Manner of Elfum, how Jove and Juno {at inveſted in their Royal Thrones, and likewiſe how all the 
Gods and Goddefſes*took their Places by Degrees in Parliament; the Sight was pleaſant, and the 
| Device moſt excellent, their Muſick and fingi op rthan the Ni ingels in the Spring-time. | 
= Thas paſſed St. George with his Lady through the three Courts, till they came to the Palace; where- 
in was provided, a And their coming, a ſtateller Banquet, than the Macedonian Monarch had at his 
Return into Babylon, after having conquered the middle Earth; the curious Varniſhes and well reple- 
niſh'd Diſhes were ſo many, that I want Floquence to deſcribe them, but to be ſhort, it was the moſt 
ſumptuous Banquet that ever they beheld, fince their Departure from the Exg/;/ Court, and ſo ar- 
uf.cially ſerved, as if all the World had been preſent. Many Days continned this ſumptuous Cheer, 
and accompained with ſuch Princely Triumphs, as Art it ſelf would want Memory to deſcribe. ,  - 
The Coronation of Sabra, which was performed within three Months following, requires a gold- 
e Pen to write it, and a Tongue waſhed in the Conſervatives of the Muſes Honey, to declare it : 
. rene was honoured with Triumphs, and Grand Cairo with Tilts and Tournaments : Through every 
"Town was proclaimed a ſolemn and feſtival Day, in Remembrance of their new crowned Queen : 
No Tradſeman or Ar ificer was ſuffer'd to work that Day; but was charged upon Pain of -Death to 
hold it for a Day of Triumph, a Day of Joy, and a Day of Pleaſure ; in which Royalties St. George 
was the Principal Performer, till Thirſt of Honour ſummoned him to Arms: The Remembrance 
of the Chriſſian Champions in Perſia, cauſed him to breviate the Paſtimes, and to buckle on his 
ſteely Corſlet, which had not glitter'd in the Fields of Mari, in four and twenty Days; of whoſe 
Noble Deeds and adventurous Proceedings I will at large diſcourſe of, and leave all other Paſtimes 
to the new inveſted Qyeen and her Ladies, A 


CHAP. XIX, 


* = 
- — = a 
_— TUT K ͤ—— „„ — 
* — — 2 » © 


The bloody Battle betwixt the Chriſtians and the Perſians, and how the Necromancer Oſmond raiſed up, 
© by Magick Art, an Army of Spirits to fight againſt the Chriſtians : How the fix Champions were en- 
| *» cbanted, and recovered by St. George: The Mifery and Death of the Conjurer, and how the Soldan 
l himſelf againſi a Marble Pillar __ 


OW muſt we return to the Chriſtian Champions and ſpeak of their Battles in Perſia, and 

what ha 'd to them in St. George's Abſence ; for if you remember before being in Egypt, 
when he had News of his Lady's Condemnation in England, for the Murder of the Earl of Coventry, 
he cauſed them to march into Perfia, and encouraged them to revenge his » rongful Impriſonment 
__  : upon the So/dar's Provinces: In which Country after they had marched ſome fifty Miles, burning 
aud ſpoiling his Territories, they were intercepted by the Soldan's Army, which was about the Numb- 

_ -crof three hundred thouſand fighting Men? but the Muſter- rolls of the Chri/tians were likewiſe 
numbred. and they amounted not to above one hundred Thouſand able Men; at which Time berwuxt 
die Chin and Pagans happen'd a long and dangerous Battle, the like in any was ſeldom 
| | {| Fought; for it continued without ceaſing for the Space of five Days, to the great E of Blood 
don both Sides; at laſt the Pagans had the Worſt : For when they beheld the Fields ſpread with m— 
led Bodies, and that the Rivers, for twenty Miles in Compaſs, did flow with crimſon F 


dei Hearts began to fail, and incontinently fled like Sheep before the Wolf. Then the valiant 
- Chriſtians thirſted after Revenge, and ſpeedily purſu'd them, ſparing neither young nor Old, till the 
* Ways-were ſtrewed with lifeleſs Bodies, like Heaps of ſcattered Sand: In which purſuit and bo- 
nourable Conqueſt they burned two Hundred Forts and Towns, battering their Towers of Stone 48 
level with the Ground, as Harveſt Reapers do Fields of ripen'd Corn: But the Soldan himſelf, with 

212 his beſt approved Soldiers, e * alive, and fortified the City of Grand Belger, being 

the Rrongeſt Town of War in all the Mugdom of Perfia; before whoſe Walls we will leave the 
Chriſiies Champions planting their puiſſant Forces, and ſpeak of the damnable Practices of 5 
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SEVEN C | 
within the Town, where he accompliſhed many admirable Accidents by Magick Art ; for when the 
—— Army had a long Time given Aſſaults to the Walls, ſending their fiery Bullets to their lofty 


ents, like Storms of Winter's Hail, whereby the Perſian Soldiers were not able any longer 
to reſiſt, they to yield, and commit their Lives to the Mercy of the Chrifian Champions, 


but when the Soldan perceived the Soldiers Cowardiſe, and how they would willingly refign his hap» 


py Government to foreign Rule, he encouraged them ſtill to reſiſt the Chᷣriſians deſperate Encounters, 


and within thirty Days, if they had not the Honour of the War, then willingly to condeſcend to 


their Country's Conqueſt : This princely Reſolution encourag'd the Soldiers to reſiſt, 2 not 
to yield their City, till Death had triumphed on their Bodies. Then he departed into a ſecret Tower 
where he found O/mend fitting in a Chair, ftudying by Magick how long Perfia ſhould remain un- 
conquered, who at his Entrance drove him from his Charms with theſe Speeches, | 

Thou wonderous Man of Art (ſaid the Soldan) whom for Necromancy the World hath made famous f 
Now is the Time to expreſs the Love and Loyalty thou bearef! thy Sovereign: Now is the Time that thy 
charming Spells mu work for Perſia : Good; thou ſeeft my Fortunes are depreft, my Soldiers dead, my 
Captains flaughtered; my Cities burned, my Fields of Corn conſumed, and my Country a/moſt conquered: I 
that was wont to cover the Seas with Fleets of Ships, now fland amazed to hear the Chriſtians Drums 


that ſound forth doleful Funerals for my Soldiers: I that was wont with armed Legions to drink up Rivers 


as wwe marched, and made the Earth to groan with bearing of our Multitudes : I that was wont to 
make whole Kingdoms tremble at my Frowns, and force imperious Potentates to humble at my Fett: 1 
that have made the Streets | 4 many a City to run with. Blood, and flood rejoycing when I ſaw. their 
Buildings burn : I that made t 

in Streams of Blood, may now behold my Country's Ruin, my Kingdom's Fall, and mine own fatal 
throw : Awake, great Oſmond, from thy dreaming Trance, awake, 1 ſay, and raiſe a Troop of Black 


infernal Fiends, to fight again/! theſe damned Chuiſtians, that like Swarms of Bees flock about our Walls +- 


prevent, I. ſay, my Lands Deftrufion, and as I am the great Monarch of Aſia, I“ make thee King over 


twenty Provinces, and ſole Commander of the Ocean; raiſe up I ſay, thy charmed Spirits, leave burning, 


Acheron empty for a Time, to aid us in this bloody Battle. 3 7 
Theſe Words were. no ſooner ended, but there rattled ſach a Peal of Cannons againſt the c 


Walls, that they made the very Earth to ſhake : Whereat the Necromancer ſtarted from his Chair, 


and in this Manner encouraged the Soldan. 


It is not any off oa he ) nor all their 2 Bands of armed Knights, nor all the Princes ag. i 

ign . 
that can both looſe and bind the Rends, and call the blackfaced Furies from low Cocrtur? Am _ oy, 
J that fcilful Artiſt, which framed the charmed Tower amongſt the Amazoziaw Dames, 1 


| 
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the World, that ity: Am not I the great Magician of this A 


abate your princely 


Re do Virgins clad in princely Ornaments, fhall link thoſe C iian Champions inf the A | 
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HAMPIONS of CHRISTENDOM. & 


he Mother's Womb the Infant's Tomb : And cauſed Cradles for to 4 ö 
Ver. 


And Princely Encouragements paſſed between the two Armies before they enter d Battle : But 
* "when the Drums began to beat the Alarm, and the filyer Trumpets ſounded dreadful 


960% die Fun HISTORY of th e 

Love: Their Eyes like the twinkling Lamps of Heaven, and dazzle ſo their war- like Thaughts, 
and their lively Countenances, more bright than Fairies, ſha!l- them captive, ta a ; Tent of 
Love, the which ſhall be artificially erected up by Magick Spells: Their war like Weapons, that 
their glittering Armoyrs, . that were wont to ſhine within the Fields of Africa, ſhall henceforth 
for evermore be ſtained with Ruſt ; and themſelves, ſurnam'd for martial Diſcipline, the won- 
drous Champions of the World, ſhall ſurfeit with delightful Love, and ſleep upon the Laps 
of the airy Spirits, that ſhall deſcend the Elements in Virgins Shapes: Terror and Deſpair ſhall 
mightily oppreſs their mercileſs Soldiers, that they ſhall yield the hononouble Conqueſt to your 
Excellency : Such ſtrange and wondrous Accidents, by Art ſhall be accompliſhed, that Heayen 
ſhall frown at my Enchantments, and the Earth tremble to hear my Conjurations; therefore moſt 
mighty Perſian, number up thy ſcattered Bands, and to-morrow Morning ſet open thy Gates, and 
march thitherward with thy armed Soldiers: Leave not one Man within the City, but let every 
one, that is able to bear Arms. fight in Honour of Perſia and before the Night I'll make thee a 
Conqueror, and yield up the braving Chriftians as Priſoners to thy Mightineſs, 

If this proves true, renowned Oſmond, as thou haſt promiſed (ſaid the Soldan) Earth hall not har- 
Baur that too dear for thee ; for thou ſhalt have myſelf. my Kingdoms, Crowns and Scepters at Command: 
The wealthy River Ganges ſhall pay thee yearly Tribute with ber Treaſure, the Place where Midas 

avaſh'd his golden Wiſh away. All things that Nature framed precious ſhalt thou be Lord and ſole 
Commander of if thou prevent the Deſtruction of my Country. And thereupon he departed the Cham- 
ber, and left the Necromancer in his Study: And as he => Command, his Captains got in Rea- 
Sineſs his Soldiers, and furniſhed their warlike Horſes, and by the Sun's Upriſing marched into the 
Fields of Belgor, where __ the North-fide of the Enemy they pitched their Camp. On the other 
Side, when the warlike Chri/tians Rad Intelligence by their Scouts, how the Perfians were enter'd the 
Field ready to give them Battle, ſudden Alarms ſounded in their Ears: Rumours of Conqueſt en- 

<ouraged ſo the Soldiers, that preſently they were in readineſs to entertain the Perfians with a 

bloody Banquet : Both Armies were in Sight, with blood-red Colours wavering in the Air. The 


* -Chri/tien Champions richly mounted on their warlike Courſers, placed themſelves in the fore-part 
bf the Troops, like couragious Captains, fearing neither Death nor inconſtant Chance of Fortune. 


Bat the Soldan with his petty Princes, like Cowards were invironed and compaſt with a Ring 
of Armed Knights where inſtead of nimble Steeds, they fat in Iron Chariots. Divers heroi 


of Death: When the Croſs of Chri/flendom began to flouriſh, and the Arms of Mabomer to 
advanced, even then began ſo terrible and bloody a Battle, that the like was never heard%6f in 
any Age; for before the Sun had mounted to the Top of Heaven, the Pagans recei great. 
2 Maſlacre, and fell ſo faſt before the Cbriſſian Champions, that they were forced t wade up to. 
the Knees in Blood, and their Soldiers to fight upon Heaps of ſlaughtered Men: The Fields 
were altered from a green Colour to a purple Hue; the Dales were — in crimſon Gore, and 
the Hills and Mountains cdvered with dead Men's ratling Bones. But let us not forget the 
wicked Necromancer O/z:0nd, that during the Time of this dangerous Eneounter, kneeled in a 
low valley, near unto the * with his black Hair hanging down unto his Shoulders like a 
Wreath of Snakes, and with his filver Wand circling the Earth; where when he heard the 
Sound of the Drums thundering in the Air, and the brazen Trumpets founding dreadful Ecchoes 
of War, he entered into theſe fatal and damned Speeches © | 
No is the Batle (quoth he) furiouſly begun, for methinks ] hear the Soldan cry for Help: Now 'is the. 
Time that my charming Spells muft work for Perſia's Victory, and Europe's fatal Owerthrow : Which 
deing ſaid, thrice did he kiſs the Earth, thrice bekeld the Elements, and ee 


„ 
% G > - 


were wont to ſmoak in Pagens Blood, ſhall in my charmed Tent be hung upon the Powers of Peace, 
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SEVEN CHAMPIONS of CHRISTENDOM. gr 
the Circle with his own Blood, the which with a ſilver Razor he let from his left Arm, and after bb- 
gan to ſpeak in this Manner. 7 25 i . rape | 
Stand fill you wandring Lamps of Heaven, move not ſweet Stars, but linger on till Oſmond's Charms 
be brought to full Effet. O thou great Demon, Prince of damned Ghoſts, thou chief Commander of tho 
fearful Shapes, rhat nightly glide by miſbelieving Travellers, even theu that holdeft the ſnaky Scepter in thy 
Hand, fitting upon a I hrone of burning Steel; even thou that bindeſt the Furies up in Chains ; even thou 
that tofſeft burning Fire- brand abroad ; even thou whoſe Eyes art like to unlucky Comets; even thee 1 
charge to let thy Furies looſe, open thy brazen Gates, and leave thy boyling Cauldron empty: Send up fuch 
Legions 0 9 Fiends, that will in Number counter vail the Blades of Graſs that beautifie theſe bloody 
Fie'ds of Belgor. l oo 

| Theſe fatal Speeches were no ſooner finiſhed, but there appeared ſuch a Multitude of er both 
from the Earth, Water, Air, and Fire, that it is almoſt incredible to report; the which he cauſed 
to run into the Chriflian Army; whoſe burning Faulchions not only annoyed the Soldiers with Fear 
and Terror, but alſo fiered the Horſes Mains, burned the Trappings, conſumed their Banners, ſcorch- . 
ed Trees and Herbs, and dimned the Elements with ſuch an extream Darkneſs, as though the Earth 
had been covered with eternal Night ; he cauſed the Spirits likewiſe to raiſe ſuch a Tempeſt, that it 
tore up mighty Oaks by the Roots, removed Hills and Mountains, and blew Men into the Air, Hor- 
ſes and all: Yet neither his Magick Art, nor all the Furies and wicked Spirits could any Whit daunt 
the moſt Noble and Magnanimous Minds of the fix Champions of Chrifendom: But like untamed Li- + 
ons they purchaſed Honour whereſoever they went, colouring their Swords in the Pagans Blood, ma - 
king the Earth true Witneſſes of their victorious and heroical Proceedings, which they had attired in 
blood-red Livery :' And though St. George (the chiefeſt Champion of Chri/endom for martial Diſcipline - 


and princely Atchievements) was abſent at that terrible Battle, 15 merited oe much Honour ang 


Renown, as though he had been there preſent : For the accurſed Pagans fell before their warlike Wegs 
s as faſt, as Leaves do fall from Trees, when the bluſtering ſtorms of Winter enter on the Earth 
Bar when the wicked Necromancer O/mond, perceived that his Magick Spells took ſmall Effect, ang 
how in Spight of his Enchantments the Chriſſians got the better of the Day, he accurſed his Art, 
and — the Hour and Time wherein he firſt*attempted ſo wicked an Enterprize, thinking 
them to be preſerved by Angels, or elſe by ſome celeſtial Means: But yet not purpoſing td 
leave off at the firſt Repulſe, he attempted another Way by Necromancy to e Cbriſſiant. 
Firſt he erected up by Magick Art, a ſtately Tent, outwardly in ſhow like to the Compals of the, 
Earth, but furniſhed inwar ly with all de delightſome .Pleaſures that either Art gr. Reaſon could inn 
vent, only framed' to enchant the Ch | 
to keep as Priſoners therein: Then fell he again to his Conjurations, and hgund an hundred Spirits 
by due Obedience to transform themſelves in the Likeneſs of beautiful Virgins, which in a moment 
they accompliſhed, and they were framed in Form and Beauty, like to the Darlings of Ven, in 
the ſilver Sands, and in all Proportion like Daphne, * 
vens ; Their Limbs were like the lofty Cedars; their: - * 
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Comelineſs comparable with Thetiz N 
whoſe Beauty cauſed Apolis to deſcend the Hea 
Cheeks to roſes dipt in Milk, and their Eyes more bright than the Stars of Heaven; 
ſeemed to carry in their Hands filver Bows, and on their Backs hung Quivers of golden 
Likewiſe upon their Breaſts they had pictured the God of Love dancing upon Mars Knee. * 
Thus in the Shape of beauteous Damſels, cauſed he theſe Spirits to enter the Chrifian Army, ang 


* 
= 


= 
- 
4 
o 


with the golden Bait of their enticing Smiles, to entangle the Champions in the Snears of Love, 


and with their ſmiling Beauties lead them from their Soldiers, and bring them Priſoners into his 
enchanted Tent, Which Command being no ſooner given, but theſe. Virgins or rather infernal 
Furies, more ſwift than the Winds, gone into the Chriflian Army, where their glittering Beau- 
ties ſo dazled the Eyes of the fix Chrifian Champions, and their ſober Countenances fo entrap- 
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R Yhe Fomous HISTORY of t® © 
their excellent Proportions, as tho“ Medu/a's Shadow had been pictured upon their Faces; to whotmw * 
he enticing Ladies ſpoke in this Manner, | 


where Devils dance like warli 
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Meapons on the Bower of Peace ; Venus you ſee hath ſent ber Meſſengers from Paphos to lead you to the 


Come Princely Gailants, come away from Arms, 75 the Sound of bloody War and hang your angry 


Paradiſe of Love: There Heaven will rain down Nectar and Ambrofia ſauect for you to "2 upon, 
and there the Melody of Angels will make you Muſick : There ſhall you fight upon Beds of Silk, and en- 
counter with enticing Kiſſes, Theſe golden Promiſes ſo raviſhed the Champions, that they were 
enchanted with their Loves, and vowed to take their laſt Farewel of Knighthood and magnani- 


mous Chivalry. 


Thus were they led from their warlike Companies to the Necromancer's enchanted Tent, leav- 


ing their Soldiers without Guiders, in Danger of Confuſion. But the Queen of Chance ſo ſmiled 


on the Chriſtians, that at the ſame Time St. George arrived in Perfia, with a freſh Supply of Egyp- 


tian Knights; of whoſe noble Atchievments I purpoſe now to ſpeak : For no ſooner had he enter d 


the Battle, and placed his Squadrons, but he had Intelligence of the Champions Miſadventures, and 
how they lay enchanted in a Magick Tent, ſleeping in Pleaſure upon the Laps of infernal Furies, 
the which Oſnond had transformed by his Charms into the Likeneſs of beautiful Damſels: Which 
eee News conſtrained St. George to breath from his ſorrowful Heart this ſorrowful 

mentation, | 

« Unconſtant Fortune {quoth he) why doſt thou entertain me with ſuch bitter News: Are my fel- 
low Champions come from Chriftendiom to win immortal Honour with their Swords, and lie they now 
bewitcht with Beauty ? Come they from Europe to fight in Coats of Steel, and will they lie inſnear'd 
in Tears of Love? Come they to Aa to purchaſe Kingdoms, and by Blood to ruinate Countries, and 


will they yield their Victories to ſo foul a Diſgrace ? O Shame and great Diſhonour to Chriftendom | 


O Spot to Knighthood and true Chivalry ; this News is far more bitter to my Soul, than was the 
-  poyloned Dregs that Antipater gave to Alexander in his Drunkenneſs, and a deadlier Pain unto m 


Heart, than the Juice that Hannibal ſuck'd from his Ring. Come, Soldiers, you Followers of thoſe 
cowardly Champions, unſheath your warlike Weapons, and follow him whoſe Soul hath vowed 
either to redeem them from the Necromancer's, Charms, or die with Honour in that 2 
It ever mortal Creatures fought with damned Furies, and made a Paſſage to enchanted Dales, 

; ke Shadows in the Night: Then, Soldiers, let us march unto the 
25 Pavillion, and chain the Charmer to ſome blaſted Oak, that hath ſo highly diſhonoured 
briftendom. 


=q 


T ̃ beſe reſolute Speches were no ſooner finiſhed, but the whole Army, before daunted with Fear, 


w (© cou agious, that they proteſted to follow him through more Davgers than did the Grecian 
nights with the noble %% in the Iſle of C:/chos, Now began the Battle again to renew, and 
the Drums to beat fatal Knells to the Pagan Soldiers, whoſe Souls the Chriftians Swords by Num- 
bers ſent to burning Acheron ; but St. We that in Valour exceeded the reſt, as much as the 
golden Sun ſurpaſſeth the ſmalleſt Stars in Brightneſs,” with his Sword made Lanes of ſlaughter'd 
Men, and with his angry Arm paſſed through the thickeſt of their Troops, as though that 
Death had been Commander of the Battle: He cauſed Crowns and Scepters to ſwim in Blood, 
aud heedleſs Steeds with jointleſs Men, to fall. as faſt before his Sword, as Drops of Rain be- 
fore Thunder; and ever in great Danger he encouraged his Soldiers in this Manner, Now for 
the Fame of 'Chri/tend:zn, fight Captains, be now triumphant Conquerors or Chr;/tian Martyrs. 
' Theſe Words.ſo encouraged® the Soldiers Hearts with invincible Valour, that they nether feared 
the Necromancer's Charms, nor all his flaming Dragons or fiery Drakes that filled the Air with 
burning Lights, nor daunted at the ſtrange Encounters. of Helliſh Legions, that like.to armed Men, 


with burning Faulchions haunted them; ſo fortunate were their Proceedings, that they followed 


tue invincible Champion to the enchanted Tent, wherein the other Champions lay 3 in 
ande of their Friends fought in Coats of Steel, and merited Renown by — 
| | | | 1 
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noble Atchierments. For no ſooner arrived * 79 with his Warlike Followers before the Pavil. 
lion, but he heard as it were the Melody of the Mules ; likewiſe his Ears were almoſt Raviſhed with 
the ſugared Songs of the enchanted Virgins, which like the Muſick of Orpheur's Harp, that cauſed 


the Stones and to dance, and made the Elements to ſhow more bright than the Morning's . 


Beauty, with Drops of Honey trickling down their chryſtal Cheeks : The Doves did kiſs when they 
to.fing, the running Waters danced, and every ſenſeleſs Thing did ſeem to breath out Sighs 

of Love, p pleaſant and (Mr were the Sights in the Tent, and ſo delightful in his Eyes, that he 
had been Enchanted with their 7 Any if he had not continually born the Honour of Knighthood 


in his Thoughts, and that the Diſhonour would redound to Chrifentom's Reproach : Therefore with 


his Sword he let drive at the Tent, and cut it into a Thouſand Pieces, the which being done, he 
apparently beheld where the Necromancer ſat upon a Block of Steel, feeding his Spirits with Drops 
of Blood, whom when the Champion beheld, he cauſed his Soldiers to lay hold on him, and after 
chained him faſt to the Root of an old blaſted Oak ; from whence neither his Art, nor the Help of 
all his Charms, nor all the Legions of his Devils could ever after looſe him: where we will leave 


him to his Lamentations, filling the Air with Ecchoes apd Cries, and tell how St. George redeemed 


the Champions frem their Enchantments. 


Firſt when he beheld them diſrgbed of their warlike Attire, their Furniture hung up, and themſelves 


ſecretly ſleeping upon the Laps of Ladies, he fell into theſe diſcontented Speeches, 


O Heavens (ſaid he) how my Soul abbors this Spefacle ! Champions of Chriſtendom ariſe, brave _— 
ury / 


Hand up I ſay, and look about like Men: Are you the choſen Captains of your Countries, and will you 
all your Honours up in Ladies Laps ? For ſhame ariſe, I ſay, they have the Tears of Crocodiles, 1he Songs 


of 2 to enchant : To Arms, brave Knighti, let Honour buy Love : Bluſh to behold your Friends © | 


ms, and bluſh to ſee your native Country- men ſleeping the Fie Magors with their Plood: Chams 


pions ariſe, St. George calls, abe Victory will tarry till you come: Ariſe and tare the womaniſh Attire; 
Jurfrit not in filken Robes : Put on your fleely Corſ/lets, your glittering Burgonets and-unſheath your cn. 


quering Weapons, that Magors Fields may be converted into a purple Ocean, 
Theſe Heroical — were 2 finiſhed, but the Champions like Men amazed, roſe from 
their Ladies Boſoms, and being aſhamed of their Follies, they ſubmiſſively craved Pardon, and vow- 


ed by Proteſtations never to ſleep in Beds of Down, nor never unbuckle their Shields from their wea . 
Arms, till they hadf gained their Credits in the Field again: Nor never would be counted his de- 


ed Followers, till their Triumphs were enrolled amongſt the Deeds of Martial Knights, So armi 


themſelves with their approved Corſlets, and taking with them their truſty Swords, they accompanied © 2 
ken of the Enemy, and left the Necromancer chained to the Tree, which at hein 


St. George into the thic 
Departure breathed forth theſe wicked Curſes, a 
Hell Fr, 


accurſed Tree ? O ne, for I am fettered up by the immortal Poauer of the Chriſtians God, againſt u A. 


cauſe I rebel, I am now condemned to everlaſiing Fire, Come all you Necramancers in the World, com all © 
you Sorcerers and Charmers, come all you Scholats front the learned Lui verſities, come all you Witches," Bel- 


dams and Fortune-tellers, and all that prattiſe Deviliſh Arts, come take Example by the _—y my Fall; 
This being ſaid, he violently, with his own Hands, tore his Eyes out of his own H 


between his Teeth, he bit in two his loathſome Tongue, becauſe it muttered forth ſo many fatal 
Charms: Then into his thirſty Bowels he devoured his Hands becauſe they had ſo often held the filver 


Wand., 


* 


ror, and tormenting Pains (quoth he) Be etheir ternal Puniſßment: Let flaming Fire di- 
ſcend the Elements, and conſume them in their wwarlike Triumphs, and let their Ways, be firewed with was. 
omous Thorns that all their Legs may wrackle to the Knees before they March to thel native . But 
why exclaim I thus in vain, when Heaven itſelf preſerves their Happineſs ? Now all my Magick Charms q 

are ended, and all my Spirits have forſaken me in my Need, and here am T faſt chained to flarve an © 
Have I had Power to rend the Vales of the Earth, and ſhake mighty Mountains with my Charme: ue 
1 had Power to raiſe up dead Men's Shaphi from hingly Tombs,” and can I not unchain my ſelf from 74 77 


A ſuſſi⸗ 3 | 
cient Revenge, becauſe by the Direction of their Sight he was firſt trained in that damned Art. Then 
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D FIfORF of he © OE 
Wand -wherewithhe made his charmed Cireles: And for every Letter, Mark and Character that be- 
longed to his Conjurations, he inflited a ſeveral Pun iſiment vpon himſelf: And at laſt, with his figbt- 
leſs Eyes, ſpeechleſs Tongue, handleſs Arms, and diſmembred Body, be was forced to give up his 
condemned Ghoſt : Where after his Air of Life was vaniſhed from his earthly Trunk, the Heavens 
ſmiled at his ſudden Fall, and Hell began to roar at the Conqueſt of his Death: the Ground where- 
on he died, was ever after that time unfortunate, and to this prefent Time it is called in that Country 
A ale of walking Spirits. ; ? £2 
Thus have you heard the damnable Life and miſerable Fall of this accurſed Necromancer O/mond, 
whom we will now leave to the Puniſhment due to ſo wicked an Offender, and ſpeak of the ſeven no- 
ble and magnanimous Chriſtian Champions. 5 5 
After St. George had ended theſe Enchantments, they never ſheathed up their Swords nor unlocked 
their Armour, till the Subverſion of Pera was accompliſhed, and-the Soldan with his petty Kings 
taken Priſoners, Seven Days the Battle continued without ceaſing: They flew two hundred thouſand 
Soldiers, beſides Number that fled away and drowned themſelves: and others yielded to the Mercies 
bf the Cbriſtiant: but the Soldan with his Pginces riding in their Iron Chariots, endured the Chri/tians 
Encounters till the whole Army was discomfitted, and then by Force and Violence they were compelled 
to yield. The Soldan, happen'd into the Hands of St. George, and fix Vice-Roys to the other ſix 
goons, where after they had ſworn Allegiance to the Chrifiian Knights, and had promiſed to for- 
fake their Mahomet, they were not only ſet at Liberty, but uſed moſt honourably : but the Soldan 
himſelf, having a heart filled with Spight and Tyranny, contemned the Champions eourteſies, and 
utterly diſdained their Chrifian Governments, proteſting that the Heavens ſhould firſt loſe their won- 
ted Brightneſs, and the Seas forſake their ſwelling Tides, before his Heart ſhould yield to their intend- 
ed Deſires: Whereupon St. George, being reſolved to _— his former Injuries, commanded that 
_ the Soldan ſhould be diſrobed of all Princely Attire, and in baſe Apparel ſent to Priſon, even to the 
fame Dungeon where he himſelf had endured fo long an Impriſonment, as you heard in the Begin- 
ning of the Hiſtory, which ſtrict Command was — performed: In which Dungeon the Sol- 
dan had not long eontinued ſufficing his hungry Stomach with the Bread of muſty Bran, and quenchin 
kis Thirſt with channel Water, but he began to grow mad, and weary of his Life, and at laſt fe 
into this woful Lamentation, | | 5 
O Heavens! (quoth he) now have you thrown a deſerved Plague upon my Head, and all thoſe guiltlſi 
Sul that in former Times my Tyranny hath murdered, may mow be fully ſatisfied ; for I that was wont 
to havemy Table beautified with Kings, am now conſtrained to feed alone in a Dungeon, where Sorrow 
_ * i; =y Food, and Deſpair my Serwitor : 1 that has famiſbed thouſands up in Walls of Stones am now con- 
= Arained to feed upon my own Fleſb, or elſe to flarve or die: Tes ſhall theſe accurſed Chriftiags know, that 
as I lived in Tyranny, ſo will de; for I will murder my ſelf, that after this Life, my angry Ghoſt * 
may fill their Slumber with gafily Illuſions. | * | | a 
This being ſaid, 15 violently ran his Head againſt a marble Pillar, — the Midle of the 0 
ere and daſh'd bis Bra is out of his hateful Head: The News of whoſe Death, having reach d he 
the Champions Ears,' they proffered no Violence to his Lifeleſs Body, but intombed him in a ſumptuous | 
Sepulcher, - and after that . George took upon him the Government of Per/ia, and there eſtabliſhed FR 
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WS good Chriflian Laws; - Alſo he gave to the other fix Champfons, fix ſeveral Kingdoms belonging to 

> Crown of Perfia, and firnamed them Vice Roys or petty Kings. This being done, he made a 
Truce with the World, and triumphantly marched: towards Chrifiendom, with the Conqueſt of three 
imperial Diadems, that is to ſay, of gypt, Perfia and Morocco. In which Journey he erected ma- 
ny ſtately Monuments, in Remembrance of his Victories, and heroical Atchievements, and through 
every Country that they marched, there flocked to them an innumerable Company of Pagans, that de- 
fired to follow them into Chriſlendom, and to be chriſtened in their Faith, proteſting to forſake their Gods, 
whoſe Worſhippers are none but Tyrants, and ſuch as delighted in nothing but ſhedding of Blood: 


To which Requeſts St, Gegrge preſently ,condeſcended, not only in granting them their but 


ww” — — ä a. [all 4 


# 


home to his Country England, and there recive the Comfort of joyful Eaſe, after 2 Encoun- 
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but alſo in honouring them with the Favour of his princely Countenance. This Courteſie of the 
Engliſþ Champion, merited ſuch a glittering Glory through the World, that as far as ever the ſwel- 
ling Ocean flowed, and as far as ever the golden Globes of Heaven extended their Lights, St. George's 
Honour was ſpread, and not only his matchleſs Adventures Charactered in brazed Tables, but his 
martial INS gangs in every Temple : So that the Heathen Poets compiled Hiſtories of his Deeds, 


and ſpread his Name amongſt the Worthies of the World. 3 
In this worthy Manner marched St. George, with his warlike Troops, thro' the Dominions of . 
rica and Aa, in greater Royalty than did Darius with his —_— Soldiers, towards the Camp of 
Alexand:r. But when the Chriſtian Champions approached the Sight of the watery World, and be- 
gan to go aboard the Ships, the Earth ſeemed to mourn at their Farewel, the Seas to rejoyce at their 
reſence, the Waves couched as ſmooth as chryſtal Ice, and the Winds blew ſuch pleaſant Gales, as 
tho' Sea-Gods had been Directors of their Fleet; the Dolphins danc'd above the Water, and the love- 
ly Mermaids in Multitudes lay dallying amidſt the Streams, making them delightful Paſtime ; the 
Skies ſeemed to ſmile, and the Sun to ſhew a glittering Brightneſs upon the chryital Waters, that the 
Sea ſeemed to be ſilver. | 
Thus in great Pleaſure they paſſed the Time away, * committing their Fortunes to the Mercy of 
the Winds and the Waves, who did ſo favourably ſerve them, that in a ſhort time they landed on the 
Banks of Chriſtendom: Where. being no ſooner come on Shore, and paſt the Dangers of the Seas, but 
St. George, in Preſence of thouſands of his Followers; kneeled down on the Ground, and gave God 
Praiſe for his happy Arrival in theſe Words following, : 
O thou omnipotent God of New Jeruſalem / aue not only give thee condign Praiſe for aur late atchieved * 
Victories againſt our Enemies, who by their Wickedneſs ſeek daily to pull thee from thy celeftial Throne, but 
alſo to render thee hearty Thanks, that thou haſt deli ver d us ſafe from the Fury of the raging Seas, that otber- 
wiſe might have drench'd us in her devouring Gulf, as thou dia Pharoah with his golden Chariots, and 
bis invincible Legions ; therefore great King of Judah, under whoſe Name wwe have taken many things in 
Hand, and haws atchieved many Vieories, grant that theſe true Oblations of our thankful Hearts may be 
acceptable in thy Sight, which be no feiguned Ceremonies, but. the inward Devotions of our Souls : 
And therewithal letting fall a Shower of Tears from their Eyes, and diſcharging a Volley of Sighs 
from their Breaſts, as a fignification of the Integrity of their Souls he held his Peace. Then he gave- 
Command that the Army ſhould be dif, , and every one rewarded according to his Deſert, which 
within ſeven Weeks was performed to the Honour of Chriftendem. 7 ll 
After this, St. George earneſtly requeſted the other fix Champions, to honour him with their Preſence 7 


ters of ſo many dangerous Battles. This motion of St. George's, not only obtained conſents  - 
but added a Forwardneſs to their willing Minds: So incontinently they ſet forward towards- England; © - » 
upon whoſe chalky Clifts they in ſhort Time arrived, and after this took their Journey — aa 54 
or of London, where cheir Entertainments were ſo honourable, that I want the Eloquence of Ge 
and the Rethorick of Caliope to deſcribe it. 85 NEE NENT 

. Thus gentle Reader haſt thou heard the fi Part of the Princely Atchievements, noble Adventures,” and. 
honourable Lives of theſe renowned and worthy Champions. The ſecond Part relates the noble Atchirvemints:”- 

and firarge Fortunes of St. George's three Sons ; the Loves of many gallant Ladies, the Combats and Tat . © 
naments of many valiant Knights, and Tragedies of many Potentates : Likewiſe the Reft of the noble a * 
tures of the renowned Seven Champions, alſo the Manner and Place of their honourable Deathy, and hyw | 

they came to be called, The SEVEN SAINTS of CHRISTEN DOM. 
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